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IN A SERIES OF LETTERS BETWEEN 
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MRS, DARNFORD AND HER FRIENDS, 


BY CLARA REEVE. 
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is old he will not 
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depart from it. 


Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go, 
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T ſeems to me that found kind of apology may 
be neceſſary for offering the following ſheets 


> & wy 


to tho eye of the public. 


The ſubjets of them have been of late years 


inveſtigated by many writers of abilities and know- 
ledge, far ſuperior to mine; it is nevertheleſs 


true, that the ſame ſubject may be differently | 


treated by various writers; that they have each 
taken different parts of it; and every one may have 


ſtarted ſomething new, and treated it in a manner 


peculidt ̃ OT:. 


I beg leave to obſerve alſo, that moſt of the par- 
ticulars to be found here, lie ſcattered and diſperſed 


in many authors, which are now bound up to- 


ether; ; 
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. they may ſpare much trouble to thoſe who 
would not take. the pains to ſearch. for them ; and 
expence to thoſe Who cannot purchaſe many books 

upon this ſubje& ; who yet may eaſily get at this 

little work, and, chaps, may find in it the ſub- 

| Rance of many 0 ers, contracted into a ſmall 

compaſs. _ 


The importance of the ſubject may be thought 
by many to make its apology, for thoſe who are 
defirous to offer the fruits of their labour and ex- 


perience, from an ardent wiſh of promoting the 
| good of ſociety, and leſſening evils cauſed by indo- 
lent and bad members of it. Theſe motives may 
deſerve. excuſe, where they are not entitled to ap- 
plauſe. 


aâfꝛMoſt of theſe Plans were written many years 
5 ago. I had wiſhed to collect them together, and 


to add ſuch remarks as have ariſen to my mind. 


Since I have done this, I have ſcen ſeveral new 
Plans, of which I had not the leaſt knowledge; 
* y. the ſcheme of the Philanthropic So- 


ciety, 


vurrker. 0 


ciety, abt the account of the Shrewſbury Ea 
of Induſtry. 'T rejoice to ſee that there i is KI! 
of reformation ariſen among us, and hope it will 
proceed, and be effectual to the whole body of the 

common people of this land, which does exceed- 

ingly ſtand in need of it. The numbers of them 

| that are put to death, and thoſe ſent abroad to diſ- | 

tant ſettlements, are melancholy proofs of this un- 


a 


welcome truth, 


I do not preſume to trace the ſources of theſe 
evils; they lie too deep for me to preſume to fa- 
thom. May thoſe whoſe duty it is to watch over 
the welfare and morals of the people, diſcover 
and reform them, while it is yet in their power 


1 have ſeen Mrs. Macauly Graham's Letters on 
Education, in which there are many fine things, 


and many ſerious truths; but it does not interfere 


with my deſign, which is to ſimplify my ſubjects 


and my method of treating them, to reduce them 
to the ſtandard of common ſenſe, and within the 
limits of practicability. 1 do not preſume to med- 
| dle 


a. Such know- 
for me ; I cannot attain 


| oning, and remarks drawn 
: | before my eyes in my 
= ough life, theſe are what I humbly pre- 
| r ſent to my readers, hoping they may not be deemed 
' _unworthy to ſtand upon the ſhelf, a eee 
Þ l f other lers of this reading and writing 
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IADY A——, TO MRS. DARNTORD. 


SERIES of great and important 


c events have engaged my attention 


for two years paſt, and hindered my writ- 


ing to dear Mrs, Darntord, as J have 


many times intended 'to do. I will not 
expatiate on my paſt ſufferings, nor 


revive painful recollections to you and 


_ myſelf; it is ſufficient to ſay they are 


I came over to ſettle the affairs of my- 
” | 3 ſelf 


„and that fairer proſpects are opened 


' "= 2 PLANS or 


ſelf and my children; chis bafinefs Was 


out of my way, and above my abilities : 
in Lord A— 1 Yave found a faithful 


friend and protector; and I thought I 


| could not do better than to put myſelf | 


and children under his care, and give 


him a right and title to be the firſt friend 


of us all. I believe and truſt I ſhall never 
have cauſe to repent it. 


1 have often been journeying between 


London and Lord A 
ſhire, and when in the capital, I have made 


's ſeat in B— 


_ enquiries after you.— I was told that you | 


had a ſiſter in the city ; I found her out 
and queſtioned her ; ſhe gavea very con- 
fuſed and imperfe& account of you, and 
I could perceive that ſhe did not favour 


you. She blamed you exceedingly for 

f giving up your ſettlement ; ; I admired and : 
praiſed you for it. She ſaid you went out, 
after Mr. Darnford's death, as governeſs 
to ſome young ladies ; that you expected 


ſo 


. op vo lomnnattes Aa ng, oh 
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ſo much attention, that nose could 8 
pleaſe you; and after trying ſeveral fa- 
milies, you left London, and ſet up 2 
day-ſchool in a little country town. That 
in two years time you grew tired of that, 
and went to the houſe of a ſea- captain, 
who went abroad, and left the care of his 

houſe and bis wife to you. That the wo- 
man was out of her ſenſes, and the houſe 
reputed to be haunted. ' That you were 
there ſtill for aught ſhe knew to the con- 
trary, and ſhe knew nothing more. This 
account was by no means ſatisfactory to 
me, but I waited till my next trip to Lon- 

don for further information. a 

Luckily for me, I met at the houſe of 
an acquaintance, a friend of yours, called 
Mrs. Langſton, and ſhe gave me the in- 
formation I wanted; ſhe ſhewed me the: 
| right fide of the medal. FORT, 
| Good God!—How ſtran ge the different 
een of the ſame facts and cir- 
B 2 : cumſtances ! 
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ventures, and at the ſame time how true. 
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cumftances . How honourable for you 


was Mrs. Langſton's relation of your ad- 


She wiſhed to have your company ; ſhe 
complained of you ; but it was like a 1 
lover who is grieved and mortiſied that 
another is prefered before himſelf. That 


Mrs. Strictland, who claims the firſt place 


in your affections. That Donna Iſabella 
di Soranzo, who owes you the greateſt of 
all obligations. You muſt tell me every 
1 thing that relates to yourſelf and your ſitu- 
ation. 1am contriving to put you into a 
way of doing this, without the trouble of 


writing a new relation of all your adven- 
tures. 95 „ 


Mrs. Langſton ſays you have promiſed 
to viſit her next winter; after this you cane 


not ref uſe me 4 ſhare of your company; 


for though not the oldeſt friend, I preſume 
to ſay, you have not a more ſincere, nor 


yet a more affectionate one. 


From 


* 
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From the firſt day I ſaw you T was in- 
= tereſted in your fate; your conduct in 
* every trying fituation has increaſed my 
regard for you, and my defire to Lge 
B your friendſhip and company. © 
3 1 am blefſed with four fine children, 
1 two of each ſex. My eldeſt ſon is placed 
4 


20 — x 
et ed, aha ets 
3 bu 
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at Eton, the younger at a nurſery ſchool. 

2 I have a great defire to educate my 
daughters at home ; I wiſh to engage a 
governeſs for them, that I can make my 

ſubſtitute, and rely upon her care and 

1 fidelity. There is ſuch a one in your 

Y knowledge, and I 1 your intereſt | 
with her. 


The lady with whom you | have reſided 
lately, i is quite reſtored: to health of body 
and mind, as Mrs. LO informs 

Your EO frlent has ſettled her houſe- 
hold, and can ſpare you. Cannot you give | 
me your company and affiſtance in the 

B 3 _ arduous 


arduous 


as you have determined. 


„ We” 


3 


of female education? I ſhould 
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„ 


look upon you as my ſiſter and my friend, 
and think all the obligation is on my ſide. 


— 


1 have aſked my lord's opinion on this 


ſubject. He anſwered me: © If Mrs. 
Darnford has no objection, I can have 


none.“ 5 e 
Conſider my dear Madam of my pro- 


poſal and ſend me your, anſwer as ſoon 


Aa 


. * 


* 


_ 1 am, dear Mrs. Darnford, 


Jꝛᷣ0Gour truly affectionate friend, 
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LETT E6EEM M0 
MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A=— 


AM ;nexpreſibly obliged to your. 


Ladyſhip for your generous remem- 
| branes of fo obſcure a perſon as Frances 
Darnford. I can never forget the favours 
I have received from your unmerited 


bounties ; and the proofs of your eſteem 


and friendſhip warm my heart as often as 
. reflect upon them. 5; 
1. have been ſo particularly circum- 


ſtanced, as to be obliged to decline 
thoſe offers of protection and patronage, 


which it would have been my pleaſure 


and my pride to accept, had I been at li- 
berty to do ſo; but I was detained by 


indiſpenſible duties, which had I not 


_ obeyed, would have been a reproach to 


my mind at this hour; yet to your lady- 


56 might, at chat time, have appeared 
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ure W Thoſe 3 on obli- 
= gations are now diſſolved; but new ones 


have ariſen that have claimed my time 
and my ſervices. 

I I was for more than two years engaged 

in the office of tuition; I applied ſo 


cloſely that my health ſuffered, and I ac- 
cepted an offer to take the care of Ma- 


dame di Soranzo, who was at that time in 
an unhappy ſtate of health, both of body : 
and mind ; partly from the grief for the | 
loſs of her huſband, and partly from ap- 
prehended dangers of other Kinds. Cap- 
| tain Maurice had brought her from Italy 
= with her huſband ; he took upon him 
3 the office of her friend and protector.— 
5 1 He wiſhed to marry her, and his ſolicita- 
1 | tions increaſed her diſorder. This gen- 
x tleman had placed under my care, a young 
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lady, bis relation, to whom he was guar- 
dian; being pleaſed with my behaviour 
5M towards her, he wiſhed me to take Donna 
. 8 5 ö  Iabella 
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Iſabella under my care e I was ſo 


happy as to ſucceed in the diſcharge of 
my duty to both. Donna Iſabella was 
reſtored to perfect health; ſhe contracted 
an attachment to me, and we promiſed an 


eternah and inviolable friendſhip for each 


othen [Py 
She believes my 7 company neceſſary to 


cher happineſs; ; the loves all thoſe that are 


dear to me. My ward, Miſs Brady, lives 


with us, as does alſo an 2 adopted child of 


2 
— 


mine, and they all look up to me as their 
friend, ſteward, and manager; in ſhort, 
they would all be made unhappy if I were : 


to leave them, | 


1 have the” pleaſure to inform your 
Ladyſhip, that I am competently provided 


for, and with prudent care am out of the 
reach of poverty. My excellent friend, 


for me, and . me to make my little 


fortune accumulate at his death he left - 
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mie five danse pounds; a noble legary, 

but not able to compenſate for the loſs of 
an ineſtimable friend. 

Captain Maurice was exceedingly ge- 


nerous to me; he intruſted to my care the 
| Intereſt' of Miſs Brady's fortune, 
pointed me his ſteward, to recej 
-employ the rents of an eſtate of 
| have taken to myſelf annually as much as 3 
I thought due to me for Miſs Brady's 

education and board; the remainder 1 

have ſet apart, and mall account for it to 
Captain Maurice. 

Since I have lived with . di So- 


ranzo, I have been free of all expences; 5 
ſhe will not even ſuffer me to pay her for 
20 board of Miſs Brady and Patty Mar- 
All this time my own property has 

ak accumulating ; ; ſo that I can truly 
ſay (with ardent thanks to the Almighty 
for all his bleſſings) I am as rich and as 
independent as I with to be. | 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Strictland was my ſchool-fellow 
and the friend of my youth. After ſhe 


becaine a widow, ſhe wrote to me, and 


urged me to come and aſſiſt her in the 
education of her daughter; ſhe made me 
the moſt noble and generous offers, and 


was apt pleaſed with my declining them, 


till 1 convinced her, that I was en- 
gaged in the ſervice of others, who had 
more need of me. I related my whole 


| kiſtory to her; I al ſo told her that of Donna 


Iſabella di Soranzo. She is now ſatisfied: 
with me, and our friendthip | is knit more 


 firongly than ever. 
She has made a viſit to my friend, and 


engaged her friendſhip. We are now re- 


turning it; and ſhe is very unwilling to 
part with us, but would fain have us win» 
ter at Woodlands. 

I am under a promiſe to ſpend ſome 
time with Mrs. Langſton. Mrs. Strict- 


2008 wiſhes me to leave Madame di So- 
I 6 1 
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ranzd, and my two children, with her 
till my return. I am now conſidering 


” this point, and have not yet determined. 


From what I have ſaid, your Ladyſhip will | 
judge of my ſituation, and of my obliga- 
tion to remain in it. I hope you will not 


be offended at my declining your*kind 


propoſal, and that you will believe 1 am 
extremely ſenſible of the honour you have 
done me. What then can I do to ſhew 
my ſenſe of all your goodneſs to me ? 7 
am ſtudying to do this, and to deſerve 
che honour of your friendſhip and cor- 
reſpondence, and at leaſt to offer you 
my poor ſervices, to the extent of my 
ability. 

During the time that I was s contending 


with poverty at a diſtance, and perceiving 


dat his nearer approach was inevitable, I 


employed and amuſed myſelf with form- 
ing Plans of Education. I read all the 
beſt books of the kind, and conſidered the 


_ 4 
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| 4 and bad effects of them. 1 per- 
ceived marks of imperfection in them all, 


but imputed them to the cauſe that at- 


: tends all human ſyſtems, framed by im- 


perfect creatures.—Yet again, I reflected 
that all knowledge is progreſſive; and in 
tracing the errors of former writers, we 
advance ſtep by ſtep towards perfection, 


but never need one appr too near 


it. 


any new lights upon this important ſub- 
ject, or ſet old ones in a new or more 


practicable one, I ſhall have diſcharged 


the duties of a good citizen of the world, 


and 1 ſhall think 1 have not lived for no 
purpoſe. 


Lour Ladyſhip is ſolicitous to inform 


yourſelf, and to inſtruct thoſe whom God 


has committed to your care, in the beſt 
manner. You have deſired my aſſiſtance; 
by communicating my ideas to you, * 

VF ſſmall 


If I ſhould be ſo fortunate to ſtrike out A 
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ſhall * all in my power to promote your 
laudable intentions. I will tranſeribe and 
reviſe theſe papers, and ſend them to your 


Ladyſhip, and ſhall requeſt the favour of f 


receiving your remarks upon them; by 


this means we may each receive benefit 
from the other; and perhaps I may be 


enabled to be of ſome ſervice to you; the 


only return can ever make for your ge- 


nerous and difintereſted friendſhip. 

While Jam thus employed, I ſhall beg 
of Mrs. Strictlaad to give my young pu- 
pils leave to make extracts from her let- 
ters and mine, of all that has befallen me 


ever ſince your Ladyſhip went abroad, 
down to the time that I entered into the 


ſervice of Madame di Soranzo. I ſhall 


= defire Mrs, Strictland to mark the paſſages 


they are to tranſcribe, and to ſuperintend 


their writing. This will be an exerciſe of 


their pen, and an improvement alſo; by 
tranſcribing, 
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tranſcribing, they.) will, in due time learn 
to compoſe. 

If- the recital of my adventures ſhould 
not tire your Ladyſhip, I will endeavour 
to prevail on Madame di Soranzo, to per- 
mit me to relate bers alſo, which are to 
be found in my letters to Mrs. Strictland; 
and I will aſk leave of this lady to give 
you the Memoirs of the family of Mar- 
ney, which ſhe has been inſtrumental in 
reſtoring from poverty and diſtreſs, to 
competence and happineſs. Theſe com- 
munications will furniſh ſufficient ſubjects 
for our future correſpondence, they will 
prove my reſpect and gratitude to your ; 
Ladyſhip, and procure me, as I hope, the 


return of your letters, and remarks upon 


all the ſubjects I have mentioned. 

If I have been toaepreſumptuous in my 
expectations, it is in your Ladyſhip's 
power to check me; if you approve 

them, 
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them, to encourage me. I wait for your 

next as the criterion. ; e N 

Wich the warmeſt wiſhes for your hap- 
neſs, and of all thoſe who are near and 


Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 
3 Frances DarxForD, 
| LETTER. 
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LETTER II. 
a ä ro MRS. DARNFORD. 


DEAR MRS, DARNFORD, 
OWE you many thanks for your r 
ing letter, which has afforded me 


matter for much reflection, and has pro- 


duced ſome effects wholly unforeſeen by 6 
you or me; which, upon the whole, have 
given me much ſatisfaction. | 

The reaſons you aſſigned for declining 


- my propoſal, were quite ſufficient to ac- 


quit you to me; but another has been dif- 


cloſed fince, which might perhaps to you 


be the ſtrongeſt of all. 
My Lord allows me to tell you of 5 
converſation which paſſed. between him 


and me upon the ſubject of your letter, 


as a proof of his honour and fincerity 


towards us both. 


When 


18 rs or 


1 received your letter, I roll 


my lord of ifs He coloured and ſmiled. | 


nag Tell me, Madam, does Mrs. Darn- 
ford accept the charge of your daugh- 


ters?“ No, my Lord, ſhe OS 4 


but in a very handſome manner.” He 


laughed I knew it] was ſure of it.” 

% My lord, you ſaid, you had no objec- 
tion, if Mrs. Darnford had none?“ 8 
I did; but I was certain ſhe would raiſe 


ohjections.“ * Then 1 ſuppoſe your 
lordſhip can account for them?“ “ Will 


you permit me to read her letter, Lady 
A—— z cc With all my heart, my lord, | 


here it is.” "—(He read it attentively.)— — 


* Very well; ſhe has declined your offer 
handſomely ; - but the had a ſtronger rea- 


ſon in reſerve, than any ſhe has men- 
tioned,” © I preſume you would hot 
have excited my curioſity, unleſs you in- 


tended 1 to gratify it? « You are right, 


mold . Madam: ; 


1 
1 
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Madam; I think it due to your merit, 
and to Mrs. Darnford's.—You ſhall know, 
then, that I made her an offer to be my 
wife of the left hand, and I thought I 
did her an honour at the time; but I have 
fince come to a better way of thinking, 
and I reſpect her for her refuſal. Ho 
did ſhe receive it, my Lord?“ © With 
pride and reſolution.—She obliged me to 
turn my eye inward, and to ſee what I 
did not like in myſelf. I called her proud, 
ſaucy, and impertinent !ſhe was cool 
and ſteady ; yet, I verily believe, that had 
ſhe treated me kindly, ſhe had been at 
this moment in your place, Lady A——; 
but I was affronted by her behaviour; 1 
bad reaſon to think ſhe had a rooted diſ- 
like to me; my pride roſe againſt hers © 
and I was cured; but it coſt me much 
pain, for I did love her truly.“ “ But 
you forgive her now, my lord, and re- 
_ wn 
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ſpect her the more?” © Ido reſpe& her; 
but I feel at times ſomething like re- 
ſentment, which 1 will endeavour to ſub- 
due.” © You have no objection to my 
keeping up a correſpondence with Mrs. 
Darnford? ' Certainly not; I believe 
it will be an advantage to you both.— | 
Ever fince 1 gave my vows to you, I re- 
ſolved to fulfil all the duties 1 have 
taken upon me; and I hope what I have 


ſaid, will be a proof of my honour, and 

fincerity towards you both.” It is, in- 
deed, my lord, and I thank you for the 
confidence you have ſhewn me: I will 
ſtudy to deſerve i”. 
elt is I that muſt ſtudy to deſerve y your 
affection and confidence. I have been free 
„ in my conduct while a ſingle man, but as js 
a married one, you ſhall have no cauſe to 
complain of m. 


i * When you anſwer this letter, give 
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wy * to Mrs. Darnfohdj tell er, 
I rejoice to hear ſhe is competently pro- 
vided for. —I will never again affront her 


by offering my ſervices ; but, I hope, ſne 


will always rely upon your friendſhip.” 


Here ended our converſation on this 


ſubject. I have obeyed my lord's orders, 


and complied with my own inclinations, 
in communicating it to you. Thus au- 


thoriſed, I demand your friendſhip and 


confidence. 


I thankfully embrace your offs of 


ſending me your Plans of Education, 


and your remarks upon this ſubject ; 


and alſo your communications relative to 


yourſelf and your friends. 
They will be extremely acceptable to 


me; I 3 information and improve- 


ment 


Pray 
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rom them; and I will make you 


ſuch returns as I am enabled to do from 
time to time. 


n 


RL c Epps 8 * 


* 


ire 


| 
| 


= 


Pray make me known to your friends; 


| preſent my compliments and good wiſhes 
to them, and tell them they muſt love me 


in return, as your moſt affectionate friend 
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LETTER; 1. 
RS: DARN FORD TO LADY 4—. 


G AIN I acknowledge the ties 
-'s friend- 
ſhip and correſpondence. I beg you to 


done me in Lady A 


return my thanks to Lord A for giv- 
ing his permiſſion; and for his good 
wiſhes reſpecting myſelf; may he long 


enjoy the bleſſings heaven has given him, 
with a due ſenſe of their value and of his 
own happineſs! _ ele 

I am now putting my paper together, 


in order to render my correſpondence of 
ſome value; and ſhall enter upon the ſub- 
ject J have promiſed to inveſtigate. 


ESSAY 
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7 IN the mproing of le, wh youth, 
are firſt engaged in worldly purſuits and, 
expectations, in the warmth of their hearts | 
they: find every ting around them in the, 
right 1 8 
All they ſee is beautiful, all hs dur 
is delightful ; the ſociety they mix with is, 
the moſt agreeable, the cquntry they were 
born in is the firſt in the world; its g0- 
vernment and manners the moſt perfect. 
—As they advance in- their progreſs, ex- 
perience draws back the veil that blinded 
them, and ſhews them the defects of all 
thoſe things they once admired. When 
: they have reached the top of the hill, they 
ſtand till and reflect upon them; they 
v compare 
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more diſſatisfied and querulous ; 
grow partial to the time of their youth, 
| when their paſſions were moſt awakened; 
and their enjoyments the moſt ung and 


| engaging. 
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compare e things paſt with the pre en 


look forward to the future with doubt 

and ſuſpicion ; but in this ſtate the 
are moſt likely to judge ray and i _ 
. tially. 


As they deſcend the hill, they grow 


Thus the young ad this old throw 


_ contempt upon each other, and each of 
them have enough to ſay in juſtification | 


of their own opinions. The affected wiſ- 


dom and garrulity of age, is a conſtant 
ſubject of ridicule to youth; and ſerves 
them as a touchſtone ang 2 wir 


upon. 


„ My — told me, what her grand - mother 15 
r . To 
FB ' times grow worſer child, as they grow older 4 


e Nr 


; they 


% ” 
A; * 2 Wy q 1 85 
1 . 2 5 , © OY IK 
e ee, / . 3-315 
r cles. þ ASHER ———— 3 
0 2 1 Q 2: =" — I, * 4 - a ONE 
fc EY. Ts" as Bt the 8 1 
ry 1 ME”. * Fo (50, 000 ; 1 
a LF PEW, Ce I 3 
JM? 2 N . — m_ F. 
NK. ' : 


N 

CE 
„ eo * 0 

5 5 £4 
2, DOG ons © 

8 * 
TAY 

WP 1 1 Te 


Th kJ 
_ 
$ 14 

2 o 4 „ 
1 7 
3 

£ | 
A 
Fees >= 
J 
3 
1 

1 15 74 
1 EN 
% 5 

7 


26  *PLANS'0F 
a Oh, God-a-mercy POR If this were true, 
&« What would another century dwindle to ?— 
4 J dare maintain this time as good as any, 
« In ſpite of whiners, grumblers, or my granny.“ 
Epilog ue to a Dramatic Caricature, called, Taſte and Feeling. 
This is the conſtant language of igno- 
rance, pertneſs, and folly; but to the many 
it may ſeem like wit, poetry, and even 
truth. This falſe idea is the ſource of a 
_ thouſand errors and vices. If things 
ſtand ſtill, and grow neither better nor 
worſe, why ſhould we give ourſelves any 
concern about times or manners ? BH. 
A ſecond inference is, that if all things 
are right, they can have nothing to re- 
form; we are then as good as we need to 
be, and it is only peeviſh, melancholy, and 
querulous people who find fault; becauſe 
it gives vent to their ſpleen and ill-nature. 
Neither times nor people want any amend- 
ment, and we reſolve neither to amend 
the times, nor ourſelves. 


8 - 
: . | | | But 
5 - « > 
* d 
„ * 
* 
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and kingdoms, arts and ſciences, 


that any thing ſtands ſtill, when the world 
itſelf, and all that it 6 are in con- 
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But let us lien to the man of reaſos 
and reflection, who ſtands at the top of 
the hill, and attend to his Wang 


and inferences : = 


0 Let me not live,” (ſays _ 32 

& After my flame lacks oil, to be the ſnuff ; 
% Of younger ſpirits, whoſe apprehenſive ſenſe © 
All but new ings diſdain : nen nn 

are 

Mere fathers of their garments, —vboſe con- 
| ſtancies 3 
6 . before their faſhions.” 


| SHAKESPEARE. 


Let us examine into the truth of theſe 
Hiſtory and ex- 


opinions reſpectively. 
perience inform us that all ſublunary 


things are in an eternal rotation: Rates 


guages and manners, all are ſubject to : 


perpetual viciſſitudes. Who dares affirm 


tinual motion? 3 0 
When a nation is in a ſtate of civiliza- 


G2: tion, 


Won 
1 
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tion, there is a gradation by which 3 it af- | 
| cends to t che higheſt degree of cultivation 5 
when the language and manners, arts and 
ſciences, are in the greateſt perfection 
reſinetnent upon theſe ſucceeds ; refine- 
ment becomes faſtidious, wanton, effemi- 
Falſe tafte and affectation ſucceed 

__ 1n manners and diſcipline; all 
theſe deſcend and decline, till in proceſs 
| of. time, they return to ignorance and 
barbariſm.  _ 5 - 
It is worthy of 8 os the 
manners and the language of a people have 
generally kept in the ſame tate of ſtrength 
5 and weakneſs. When the arts and ſciences 
have attained their higheſt ſummit ; when 
' the manners were poliſhed and yet vir- 
 4yous; the language alſo has been in the 
bigheſt perfection. As the manners be- 
came corrupt and effeminate, the lan- 
guage alſo degenerated, and boch ſunk 
together. 
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manners proceed ; when this is ſimple 
and virtuous, the effects are ſeen plainly ; 
when the fountain is poiſoned, the ſtream 
are polluted, and all who drank of them 


muſt be great defects! in the nnn & | 
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"Education is the: ſource Sek whence 
8 
| 
/ 
7 


are diſtempered and infecteeu. 
Nothing is of equal conſequence 1 tothe | 

kealth of a ſtate, as the education of 

youth. When the manners are chaſte 


cation was ſo; when ther e is a general 


relaxation of manners and diſcipline, there 


education. 5 | | 1 
Philoſophers ſet 4 to world to 
inveſtigate the cauſes of this declenſion; 


they frame new fyftems of education.— 

. They are like old Thales, the Mileſian, 
who, while he was gazing at the ſtars, ö 
over- looked the pit that was under So | 


feet ; he —— and fell into it. 
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In order to underſtand A the: ob- 
Joſt of our reſearch, we muſt throw afide 
all abſtract. reaſoning, and metaphyfical 
ſubtleties ; we muſt ſimplify every thing, 
; and bring back our ideas to 1 truth, 
and right reaſon. N 0 

Let us then enquire into one great 
point, upon which all our reaſoning muſt 
depend. Ought children to be governed 
by diſcipline, or left to educate them- 
ſelves ?—Are they to be reſtrained very 
ſtrongly, very gently,—or not at all 
"Hae not going to ſet up for a ſyſtem- 
maker, I ſhall only remark upon the 
ſyſtems of others, according to my 
own judgment. — In the firſt place I 
ſhall enquire what were the opinions of 
the ancients, upon the ſubject af edu- 
cation. 
I Will. begin this enquiry erik the Sa- 


mn en, as they ought to have the 
| greateſt | 
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greateſt weight with us Who profeſs t to 
believe them. 


Solomon was highly W 2 FOR 


* he adviſes that children ſhould 


be reſtrained very ſtrongly, as appears 


by the following extracts from the Pro- 


verbs, aſcribed to him: 


« Folly i is bound up in the heart of a child, and the 
rod of correction muſt drive 1 it out. 


e He that ſpareth the rod hateth his ſon; but he that | 


loveth him chaſteneth him betimes. 


oe Chaſten thy ſon while there is Hopes and let: not it thy 
ſwoul ſpare for his crying. 


& Correct thy ſon and he ſhall give thee reſt ; yea, he 


ſhall give delight unto thy ſoul, 


44 The rod and reproof give wiſdom : but a child left | 


_ to himſelf bringeth his parents to ſhame.*? 


There are many other Proverbs to the 
ſame effect, but theſe may ſuffice ow the 
| preſent purpoſe. | 
The ſon of Sirach, in his admirable 
work, which i is juſtly called Wifdom 3 00 
this remarkable paſſage: 2pdʒ s 
ee n 
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« Haſt thou ade ?—Inftru them, and bow down 1 


their necks from their youth. 


6s Haſt thou daughters? Have a care of their bodies, 
and ſhew not thyſelf chearful towards them. 


I will preſume to paraphraſe theſe ſens 
. tences, as they may at the firſt view per 


too harſh and ſevere. 

Haſt thou ſons Subject them to E rict diſcipline, an 
keep them in due e N to their e 278 
Haſt thou daughters Watch over meir behaviour 
55 with unremitting care and ſtriẽt attention; and 
do not accuſtom thyſelf to be too familiar with 
them, left they loſe the n 
as their parent. 


Thus much is ſufficient to then the 
| opinions of the Jews on this head. > 

I cannot forbear citing 2 paſſage of St. 
Paul, which firongly corroborates _ x 


* _— 
* 


above recited. 


©, If we are chaſtiſed, God: dealeth wich; us as 1 | 
for what ſon 3 is he whom his father chaſteneth not. 


7 He ſuppoſes that no parent can love his 
child, unleſs he correct him; and alſo 


| that this was a generally received truth. 
The 
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The ancient Perf Perſians educated their youth 
n great tricineſs, and even ſeverity; 
the young nobility were inured to all kinds 
of hardſhips and farigues ; hunting and 
military exerciſes were their - conſtant | 
. 11 46462416) 20am 
WE hey were mad Aeſpile e and 
death for the love of their country, and to 
avoid all thoſe pleafures that emaſculate 
the mind, and enervate the body. They 
were taught to obey their teachers impli- 
eitly, in order to 0 them t to com- 
: mand. 8 x7 1:47 e 
: Y he Gre Greeks al the education oy ens 
youth a a principal part of their politys 
all the different ſtates kept their youth in 
ftrict ſubjection; but the ſeverity of the 
Spartan diſcipline is well known: to have 
exceeded all other. 1 48 
The ancient Romans had an te 
pony over the lives of their children: 
inge . they 


35 Ans 0Þ" 


3h they kept them at the greateſt diſtance, 
and by flow. degrees admitted them to fa- 


| 9 with themſelves. 395% 
1 A celebrated Greek writer obſerves, 
that there were more undutiful children 


among his countrymen, than among the 


Romans; becauſe with the former, the 


they came of age; and with the 
| Hatter, it remained in full force after- 

It is worthy of our particular obſer- 
vation 3 that when the Romans declined 
from the virtues and  fimplicity of their 


ſeverity of their education; by degrees 


they grew negligent of this important 


duty, the formations of the minds and 
manners of their youth. 


When they were at the meridian of 
their power, e and luxury; ; they be- 


{+3 Do „5 came 


power oyer their children expired when 


anceſtors, they likewiſe relaxed in the 


0 . 
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came ſolicitous to edueate them to polite 
literature and manners; but in regard to 


great and manly virtues 1 grew care - 
lei and inqifferent. ˙; DIR win 
Wbile the Roman youth v were learning 
the language and eloquence of the Gre- 
cian ſophiſts, Cato the Cenſor earneſtly 
declaimed againſt them; he adviſed the 
Senate to ſend them back to their own 
country: Leſt our youth,” ſaid he, Et 
© ſhould learn to prefer the glory of 
ſpeaking to that of acting well.” 
Cato foretold the conſequences char ac- 
tually followed the ſtudy of etoquence; 
which afterwards became the firſt ambi- 
tion of the young nobility, | 
The Roman Hiſtory informs us what 
kind of citizens theſe men were who were 
thus educated; they degenerated by de- 
grees, and left a ſtanding leſſon to after- 


times, of the conſequences of preferring 


E learning 
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learning to virtues and politencls to mo» 
rality. „% | 
From this brief review of ancient edu- 


cation and manners, it appears, what 
were the opinions of the ancients. That 
all wiſe and well regulated ſtates, under- 
ſtood that nature had need to be inſtructed 
by cultivation, and rectified by diſci- 
pline; and that they agreed in bringing 
them up in ſtrict ſubjection to their pa 
rents and teachers. 

We may obſerve likewiſe , that a re- 
laxation i in education and diſcipline leads 


to a general corruption of manners. 


| | 


Here ends my firſt Effay upon this ſub- 
Jeet; ; it is an introduction to what follows; 
if it ſhould be tedious to your ladyſhip, 
I can abridge the reſt, but I wiſh you to 
read the ſubſtance of them before you 


1.3 come to my 5 for they are founded 
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MRS. DARNFORD-TO LADY A—. 


AVING learned the opinions of the 


ancients, let us briefly review thoſe 


"of * 5 


of the moderns, with the advantages of 


the examples and warnings, ariſing from 


the virtues and crrors of thoſe who went 


before them. | 
It ſeems that they have altered * re- 


fined their methods of education, but | 


it does not appear that they have im- 


4+ 4 


„ 1 
mw”) 
4 


proved them. 


Inftead of following the Re an” re- 
jecting the evil, they have fallen into diſ- 
putes concerning both; rather chuſing to 


ſhew their ſkill in wrangling and diſputa- 
tion, than ſecking the benefit of mankind ; 
and ſhewing their vanity rather than their 

' wiſdom. In the mean time they have 


LE 


es”. 10 gradually 


1 | 


5 ae kee uns 1 bree ee ur. 


EDUCATION. 309 


gradually relaxed in all kinds of diſci- 


pline; and no where more than in this 


country. 
Since the diſci plinarian method has been 
ex pleted; we have gone by rapid ſteps to 


the other extreme, and become advo- 
cates for all kinds of relaxation. — In 


Milton's time, his ſyſtem of education 


. — ed 


might have been practicable, but in our 


days, men are not virtuous enough to 
follow it. acer] 1 Had 

Locke's Syſtem of Education was ad- 
mired by all wiſe and virtuous parents it 
was admired but not followed. Madame 
de Genlis has accounted for this wich her 
uſual penetration and ſagacity : 

*© Locke's work was tranſlated into all 
© languages. It was in every body's 


c hand's when Rouſſeaw 8; Emilius ap- 5 


1 peared but had not brought about 
any change in the ſyſtems adopted. 
6c Wiſdom has leſs influence than enthu- 

0 . 
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5 faſm, becauſe i it is always ſimple i in its 
ke expreſſions, and ſcarce ever aſſumes an 
* impoſing or authoritative tone.— The 
“ Engliſh philoſopher only ſeemed to 
„give his advice; Rouſſeau repeated the 
_ < ſame things, but he did not adviſe ; he 
© commanded, and was obeved.” 
She likewiſe obſerves, that Rouſſeau 
follows the ſyſtem of Mr. Locke in al- 
moſt every ref pect ; he copies him literal- 
ly, but without quoting him, or acknow- 
tedging his obligations to him. It is thus 
that many other French writers have imi- 
rated out beſt authors. on moſt fubjects. | 
: Rouſſeau has done much harm by en- 
— 2 a general relaxation of diſci- 
pline, and he has uttered many falſe dog- 
mas, that would have been laughed ar 
from any other man; particularly that 
one man can only educate one pupil ; which 
Experience proves to be falſe and abfurd ; ; 


e ee in his writings are many 
| excellent 


+ 


mene. 


excellent and admirable things, and. it is 
much to be wiſhed that the grain could 
be ſeparated from the chaff. 
That children are to be reſtrained wichis 
out cruelty, and inſtructed without ſeve- 
rity, can never be too ſtrongly inculcat- 
ed. That there is no neceſſity of ſcourg- 
ing them through a courſe of learning, 4 
which they cannot attain by a gentle and 
moderate courſe of inſtruction. 
The points miſtaken and too ſtrongly 
urged, bave ſeemed to countenance the 
opinions. of thoſe who oppoſe all mannet 
of ſubjection; but the truth is, that peo- 
ple ought to ſtudy the capacities and 
5 diſpoſitions of their children, not only 
before they deſtine them to any parti» 
cular calling or profeſſion, but before 
they reſolve on the courſe of education 
chey are to go through. . 
Thoſe youths who cannot profit by a 
| | learned 


„I een 


learned education, may yet do ſo by an 
uſeful one, and may be better members 


of the community, than thoſe who f pend 


ſo large a portion of their time in the 
ſtudy of the dead languages, or in other 
kinds of learning, of more oredit than 
9 utility. MM n Ut 
| A But above all other kinds of 3 8 
2 firſt principles of religion. and virtue 
ſhould be early ſown and ſtrongly incul- 
cated, they are not to be left to their 
don vague opinions, but the great out- 
I "Kines: are to be written upon their hearts 
in ſtrong and indelible characters. Here 
we turn aſide from the ſceptical Rouſſeau, 
and follow the instructions of a — 
maſter. | 


„ Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it. 


P ²˙ 91+ 0k oo p09 1 x» 1 27 
N N 1 7 
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60 Precept muſt be laid upon precept, and line upon 
line; here a x little and there a tle.” 


1 lh: . | 3 1 ſhall 
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6 ſhall here conclude this letter, but 
ſhall ſoon ſend another ; in the interim, 
I remain your ladyſhip's moſt humble 
ſervant, ET "vet 
FrAxcts DARNFORD. 
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LETTER VI. 


3 40 LADY Amon, 


"DEAR LADY 2 
\ 


V FITH 1 your a Iam going 
to devolve the honour of your 
daughter” s education upon a perſon every 
way ſo much my ſuperior, that I am 
proud to be thought one the humbleſt 
pupils of her ſchool, from whom I have 
received much information, which I have 
modified and adapted to the uſe of thoſe 
in whoſe education I have been con- 
cerned. 

This perſon 1 is an n excellent French lady, 
firſt known to our country by the name of 
Madame de Genlis ; next, that of the 
Counteſs de Sillery; and, thirdly, Ma- | 


dame de ———. I preſume her works 


are already known to your lady hip. The 
Theatre of Education, aad the Tales of 
3 i „ N the 
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the Caſtle, are calculated for childhood 
and youth; Adelai c and Theodore, or | 


a Syſtem of Education, is a ſchoot for 


parents. I have heard this laſt work much 
criticiſed, and to my thinking, by people 
who ſtood in moſt need of its affiſtance. 
They ſtudied to find faul is in it, but they 


were unſucceſsful, and only ſhewed their 


malice or their bad taſte. . > 
What they chiefly dwelt upon was, its 


being calculated only for people of high _ 


rank and fortune; and not practicable for 


people in the middling and lower claſſes of 


4 life —My anſwer was nearly as follows,—T 


cannot ſuppoſe i it was ever deſigned to be 
: ſtrictly and literally followed, but every de- 
gree in life may extract from it ſuch things 


as are uſeful and practicable for thems 


ſelves; and it ĩs the peculiar excellency of 


this book, that every perſon may have re- 


courſe to it, and find whatever is necefs 


fary for their circumſtances. There was 


but 
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but little ſaid, in reply to my eulogium, 
but diſdainful and ſarcaſtic looks ſupplied 
| the place of argument. I wondered at 
firſt what could have given offence, but 
upon further reflection, I perceived the 
reaſon, Parents do not like to be ſent to 


4 | ſſebool; - nor to be ſhewn the defects of their 


own education, nor of that they intend for 


their children. 


I have ſuch entire confidence in the 
lady to whom J have the honour to write, 
that I believe ſhe is willing to hear the 
| words of truth, ready to embrace its di- 


= rection, and to fulfil all the duties that he 


has undertaken, therefore I ſpeak to her 
without reſerve. There is no education 


| for daughters equal to that which they re- 
ceive under the eye of a good mother, 
who herſelf gives, or ſuperintends it, ac- 
15 cording to her degree and ſituation. But 
it is not incumbent on your ladyſhip to 
5 go and ſhut yourſelf up in an old caſtle in 
Wales, 
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Wales, or the Highlands; in order to 


educate your daughters. You have other 


duties to fulfil, and an eminent degree to 


dignify. 


You may ſet apart a place for the _ 
poſe of the young ladies and their gover- 


neſs; for I diſapprove much bringing 
them forward too ſoon, and introducing 
them into all company. Madame D'Al- 


mane carried her children from Paris, leſt 


they ſhould be infected with the contagion 
of faſhionable manners, before their rea- 


ſon, ſtrengthened by good principles, 


— ſhould be ſtrong enough to reſiſt them, 


and to deſpiſe them. In this point we 


may and ought to imitate her. Is not 


faſhion become the arbiter of manners in 
our own country ?—or ! is ſhe not rather a 


tyrant „Who impoſes laus, which we deſpiſe 


and proteſt againſt, even in the moment 


that we ſubmit to them? It i is reſerved 
for a future generation, to withſtand and 


t 


1 
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to deſtroy her influence; and we take "TR 
| Reps towards it, when we give our chil- 
den an education which will enable 
them to reſiſt and DO her abſurd dic- 
a, 


To their own apartment I N con- 
fine my pupils, but not as priſoners ; ; they | 
ſhould ſee and converſe with their mother 
as often as her leiſure or inclination leads 
her to them; and they ſhould ſee her 
ö choſen friends. e | 
1 would not chuſe for them a delt 
Vith a countenance as harſh and forbid- 
ding as 1. of the bo: por Ves. paſian ; ; 


w_ 


Judgment is exerciſed. —_— 
I do not mean that the governeſs ſhould 
de handſome ; but only that ſhe ſhould 
not be diſguſting or forbidding in her af. 
| pect. She ſhould certainly be mild and 
ee in her temper and manners, ſhe is 
to be their friend, their companion, and 


* 
3 


ſometimes 


in her in future. Falſehood ſhould never 


* 
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; CointRinks their play-fellow 3 3 the ſhould : 
take a ſhare in their paſtimes, ſhould ſing = 
and dance with them; in ſhort, ſhe ſhould 
conciliate their regards; and their obedi- 
ence ſhould be that of love. 1 do not 
conceive that Adelaide could love Miſs 
Brigdet, though ſhe might * her as ny 
her governeſs. 1 
I diſapprove extremely the falſe confi- - 
dence made to Adelaide, i in order to teach 
her to keep a ſecret :—it muſt leſſen Miſs Hl 
Bridget in her eſteem , and her confidence F 


: be ſhewn, but to be puniſhed ; truth is the 

foundation of all moral virtue; and where 
it is wanting, or doubtful, we can have 

no reliance upon any perſon whatever. I 

think this the moſt exceptionable of any 
thing in this ſyſtem of education; and 
hb believe your ladyſhip will be of my 
opinion. 


We will not bend our c pupils to Laga- 
| D Os N e 
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raye, we can ſhew them many Lagaraye's 
in England, of which TI ſhall ſpeak further 
| hereafter : neither. will we go to Broeck 
to ſee the bappy peaſants there. You 
| have ſhewn them Naples and its charm- 
ing environs ; they have obſerved the 
manners of different countries; but they 
ſhould till travel by the book and read 
the lateſt accounts of all the countries in 
the world; the bleſſing of Providence to 
every one peculiarly, ſhould be pointed 
out to them, and they ſhould be taught to 
; love God, as the Father of all his creatures. 
With all theſe abatements, which are 
5 only the marks of imperfection, which 
will adhere to all mortal fabrications, 
the ſyſtem of Madame de Genlis ſeems 
to me the moſt perfect of any; and it may 
certainly be followed ſafely by ſuch pa- 
rents as are de firous of inſtilling right 
2 principles i into the hearts of their children; 
and who reſolve to educate their minds in 
15 preference 
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preference to their bodies, which may be 
done without neglecting any real accom- f 
pliſhment to the latter. 3 
Though there is much to be dilap 
proved in Rouſſeau's ſyſtem, there is alſo 
much to be approved, and ſome things to 
be admired. | "<p 
A wiſe parent and preceptor will ex- 
tract from it what is uſeful and practica- 
ble; as the bee ſucks honey from various 
: flowers, and leaves the noxious qualities 
| behind. | | " 
Thus, though we would not neglect 
| ſowing the firſt ſeeds of virtue, or of 
| knowledge, till a child ſhould aſk for 
them; yet we ſhould be very careful not 
to over-load the tender mind too early, 
nor to oppreſs it with ſuch things as are 
above its comprehenſion. Rouſſeau would 
not exerciſe children's memories, in get- 
ting by heart any thing by way of taſk, 
1 think with him, that this is frequently | 

' Das - 


} 


1 ee 
52 e 
carried too far te to ratify the vanity of the 
parent or preceptor, who are flattered by 
the ſuppoſed prematurity of the child's 
underſtanding. But ſurely the memory 
may be employed, without being oppreſ- 

| fed; and memory, like all other talents, 
1s improved and encreaſed by exerciſe.— 


— 4 — ye — 5 5 


k | If the child took pleaſure i in it, 1 would 
0 | 1 encourage it with the utmoſt caution, to 
direct it properly that it might lay in a 
ſtore of ſuch things as would be uſeful 
hereafter. Some teachers except to their 
getting any thing i in poetry, but confine 
them wholly to proſe. I ſee no reaſon for 
this; >1 think that the rhyme i is more likely 
to fix it in the memory, and that it retains 
better what is got by heart in this way. 
In this 1 ſpeak from experience. I learned 
many things, very early, in poetry, and 
they are written upon my memory with a 
Pen of adamant, and norhing can eraſe 
them. OS 
| They 
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They were chiefly from Gay 5 Fables — 
Cotton? 8 Viſions—Parnel's Hermit—and 
extracts from our beſt poets. 

T have much more to ſay upon theſe ſub. 
jects, but I ſhall wait to hear from your lady- 
ſhip; you muſt tell me truly wherher 1 muſt 
tranſcribe all that I have written in this 
way, or whether I muſt abridge i in future. 
When I have finiſhed my Remarks, 1 thall 
| come to the Plans themſelves. 15 | 


4 am always, my e dear Lady, 
mom faithful and obedient ſervant, 


FRANCE DARNFORD, 
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LETTER VII. 
LADY 4, ro MRS. DARNFORD. 


OWE my dear Mrs. Darnford more 


than I can ever repay, for her gene- 


4 rous endeavours to be of ſervice to me and 


my children. It is you that are the i in- 
duſtrious bee, collecting honey from va- 


rious gardens, and offering to me the 
precious fruits of your labours, without 


any trouble on my part. 
I receive this treaſure with a due ſenſe 


of its value, I intreat you to continue 


your communications, to abridge nothing, 


but to give me your thoughts at large, 


and what farther remarks may ariſe out 


of the ſubjects before you. I have read 


the works of Madame de Genlis, but 5 
ſhall read them again with new and in- 2 


creaſed reliſh from your recommendation. 


1 did not give them due confideration at 


the 


- 


55 
the time, but I ſhall, at my next peruſal, : 
and, I doubt not with much advantage. 
I thank you alſo for your Extracts, and 
5 your pupils for tranſeribing them ; but 1 
am almoſt angry with Mrs. Strictland, 
who directs them. —The Extracts are ſo 
ſhort &, that they want connection; and 
if 1 had not the higheſt opinion of you, F 
Y ſhould think you wiſhed to conceal ſome 
things from me. Why did you leave your 
huſband ſo precipitately, after ſacrificing 
every thing to his deliverance ? — You 
muſt ſupply theſe connecting parts to me 
either by letter, or by your preſence.— 
| When do you come to town 2—1I will ſee 
you there, be aſſured, and as often as I 
can.— In the mean time, continue your 
Remarks, and go through them. -I want 
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* This was owing to Mrs. Darnford's directions to 
her friend, to omit every thing relative to Lord A—s 
behaviour, during her huſband's lifetime ; and only 

o mention what was likely to do him credit with his 


. Toy» 


to 


Da 


K ru or 


to "1M your Plans of Education, and, in 
ort, all your writings. . 
Vou mention my lord ſo briefly, and run 
away from him, chat I fear you have not 
| heartily forgiven him. Let my friendſhip, 
and his conduct in future, eraſe all diſagree- 
able recollections in relation to the paſt, 
and let the remainder of our lives be dedi- 
cated to virtuous friend ſhip. 
Is am yours, unfeignedly, 
Lovis A——, 


LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 


MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A—. 


DEAR LA DY — 


AM highly gratified by your appro 
tion of my Remarks, and ſomewhat 
15 concerned that you are not ſatisfied with 
my Extracts; I take whatever blame is 
incurred, to myſelf ; when we meet, I will 
fill up the deficiencies for you; in the mean 
time I will proceed with my Remarks, 
ſome of which were written many years 
ago, and others added at the inſtant of 


1 


tranſcribing. 
I preſume to affirm,- that there has 


been a great alteration in the manners of 
| this country, within the laſt twenty or 
thirty years. More frequent inſtances of 
atrocious crimes, murders, frauds, per- 
| Jury ; more frequent inſtances of conju- 
gal infidelity, and of divorces in conſe- 
D 5 Auence; 
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quence more e people roined. by gam- 
bling; obliged to ſell the inheritance of 
their fathers, and take ſhelter in obſcurity ; 


more inſtances of profligacy in manners; 


: and inſtead of being aſhamed of their 


vices, men aſſume a boldneſs that ſets all 
order and decorum at defiance, and looks 


virtue out of countenance. 


* 5 


Wben we reflect upon tlie manners of 
the youth of our times, we cannot be- 
lieve but there is ſomething wrong in the 
| preſent ſyſtem of education. It our young 
men are effeminate, diſſolute, and i impru- 2 
dent; if our daughters are pert and ig- 
norant, affected and diſſipated, we may 


f draw theſe conclufions, in defiance of 
| Rouſſeau and all his diſciptes—thar ſome 
reſtraint is abſolutely neceſſary in the edu- 


cation of the youth of both ſexes. 
That a too early introduction into life, 


a8 it is called, 18 deſtructive of that ſweet 


* „ 


_— and delicacy, which was by na- 


ture 
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ture intended for the guard of virtue; 
that a too early and too frequent inter- 
courſe between the ſexes, deſtroys the 
purpoſe it is intended to promote, and in- 
ſtead of matrimony produces celibacy; 
renders them cheap in the eyes of each 


other, and upon further familiarity, there 


grows more contempt, as Slender ſays, 
and as other obſervers can bear witneſs. | 
On the contrary, if we look back to any 
period of time, when the ſons of Britain 
were hardy, manly, and virtuous, and her ; 
daughters modeſt, delicate, and chaſte ; 
we cannot doubt that they were well edu- 
cated and well principled.” » | 
The modern man of faſhion and taſte 
may bolt his argument, and with a look 
bol defiance tell us 


« My grandmother told me, what her grandmother 
told her, &c.. | 5 


but we will anſwer, in thi wah of a 
more reſpectable writer: 


3 
4 
> 


D « | | «I hate 8 
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I hate when Vice can bolt her arguments, 
« And Virtue has no tongue to check her pride; 
For thou art worthy that thou ſhouldſt not Know / 
« More happineſs than this thy preſent lot.—_ 
« Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric 


.« Thou art not bt to hear thyſelf convinced. 
| Mirros's Couus. 


Al prople of ſober minds are well con- 
vinced of this degeneracy of manners; 
and many writers of emiuence have en- 
deavoured to ſtem the torrent of diſſipa- 
tion; and have given faithful warning of 
the precipices, which men ſhut their eyes 
to avoid ſeeing. | 
Every rank and. degree of 3 bring . 
up their children in a way above their ſitu- 
ation and circumſtances; they ſtep over 
| their proper place, and ſeat themſelves 
upon a higher form. —They aſſume an air 
of conſequence ; and the children of far- 
mers, artificers and mechanics, all come 
| into the world as entry. —They ſend 
| them to the ſame ſchools with the firſt 
gentry in the county, and they fancy 
tl: emſelves : 
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themſelves their equals. When the far- 
mer's daughter goes home to ſpend her 
” Chriſtmas, ſhe diſplays her improvements 
and accompliſhments ; her parents admire 
and are proud of her. Not fo the young 
lady ; on her part, ſhe diſcovers that her 
papa and mama ſpeak a very bad lan- 
guage; that their manners are unpolite; $- 
and, in ſhort, that they are very vulgar 
people. In conſequence of this diſcovery 

e deſpiſes them, and their admonitions 1 
ene a fubje& of ridicule.— She turns 
her back upon them; ſhe aſpires to a 
genteel acquaintance, ſhe catches the con- 
tagion of faſhion ; and this finiſhes her : 
education. 

What numbers of young ladies of this 4 
5 ſtamp are turned into the world to ſeek b 
their fortunes ; boaſting of their good = 1 
education, ignorant of every thing uſeful, ; 1 
diſdaining to match with cheirequals, aſpir- = 
ang 1 to their lupenorhy. with little or no 
| fortune, | 


i 


6) &&'pLAnS or 
fortune, unable or uowilling to work for 
themſelves. 
Perhaps one in ten thouſand of theſe 
may make her fortune, all the reſt con- 
| clude they ſhall do the fame ; and thus 
they go on practiſing the airs and graces 
of a fine lady till youth is paſt, and 
then diſcover, in after life, that they 
have been acting a part above them, with- 
out means to ſupport it. 
Vnfortunate is the man who rakes a 
wife out of this claſs of young ladies; 
ſhe will expect the ſame luxuries and in- 
dulgencies as if ſhe had brought him a 
8 plentiful fortune; but far the greater num- 
bers of them become uſeleſs, and ſome, 
miſchievous members of ſociety. | 
I Qwould ſimplify every mode of educa- 
tion, and render it eaſy and practicable. 
Every method ſhould be adapted to the 
degree and ſituation of the children it be- 
longs to. N 
„ I would 


8 ES 
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J would inſtitute ſeminaries of educas| 
. 


5 


tion for this purpoſe; at leaſt, I would 
point out, what might and what ought 0 
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be done, to make them anſwer the end 


Ce 


propoſed. 
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Perhaps your ladyſhip may ſmile at 
ſome of my Plans; perhaps you may 
think them only windmill {chemes.—Yet 
they may point out the way to others, who 
may hereafter improve upon my hints, and 
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reduce them to practice. With this hope 
I tranſeribe and correct them, and perſuade 
myſelf that I am uſefully employed. 
May 1 not hope that they will afford 

your ladyſhip amuſement for a leiſure 


© 

W- +8 

I ” -. 

; BE 

- 36-2 

2 2 
8 
7 * 

n 

ws A v2 

be ( 

4 4 
1 
3 
1 

04 WO 

z + . 

BB 2 
ES. 

Ha 
: * oe 
= 

aa 

„. 

2 5 - 
AS 

« 8 * Y 

1 
3 

1 

GT 491 

a 
—& 

OF 


hour, anda ſubject for more ſerious re- 
flection afterwards | > | 
I am, Madam, 
Tour moſt obedient ſervant, 
— | EL DARNFORD. 
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LETTER IX. 
' MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY 4—. 


HAVE inſiſted on the gradations of 
rank and fortune being obſerved in 
the education of children, in their dreſs, 
manners, and introduction into life; but ! 
am aware of the difficulty of reducing my 
doctrine, ſo as to render it practicable. 
But where ſhall we draw the line that 
ſeparates the ſeveral orders and degrees of 
men, eſpecially i in a commercial ſtate like 
| this, and under a mixed form of govern- 
ment? 
The nobility of this land are rich and 
powerful, but there is a diſtinction be- 
tween the different degrees and titles, and 
alſo between the old and new nobility, 
Which the old families well underſtand. 

The next order, are the old families of . 
wealth and conſequence; ſome of whom 
2 N have 
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have refuſed titles that they thought it. 
beneath them to accept; ' whoſe families - 
are older, and their fortunes ſuper der to 
many of the mobil; | 

who ha nary a "oak by an 
profeſſion or calling, and whoſe wealth, 
however gained, ſtands in lieu of birth, 
merit, and accompliſhments, to the world, 
and alſo to themſelves. I mean only thoſe. 


overgrown and enormous fortunes which 1 


we have ſeen in our days; of which we 
have ſeen the riſe, progreſs, declenſion 7 
and fall; which have mouldered away like 
a rotten building, and have left nothing 
but dirt and rubbiſh behind. 

Fourthly, I would reckon the inferior 
gentry, who can only count hundreds, 
Where the above claſſes number thouſands | 
a year. In this claſs every real plefing 
and comfort of life! is to be found, and 


thoſe who know how to enjoy them, with 
virtue 
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virtue a moderation, are the wiſeſt ac 
happieſt of mankind.—But there is a can- 
ker-worm which too frequently . deſtroys 
their fortunes and their happineſs; a 
fooliſh ambition to imitate their ſuperiors, 
in manners, in vanity, in expence. The 
influence of faſhion on the manners, like 
the ſyſtem of influence in government, 
pervades all orders and degrees of men. 

The ſtately Engliſn oak is undermined 


by vile vermin who prey upon its roots; 


and while it looks fair to the eye for a 


while, it will fall before 1 its ae is Per- 


ceived. 
% The oaks of Old England are wither'd away. us 


But, fifthly, the men of genteel pro- | 


feſſions, law, phyſi ic, and divinity ; to 
theſe may be added, thoſe employed in 


the public offices under government, and 
18 the officers of the army and navy. In 
5 | this claſs I would include all merchants 
N of 


* 


EP eminence. 5 The | character of a Bri- 
tiſh merchant, is one of the moſt re- 
ſpectable of any in the world. Freed 7 


from narrow prejudices, by an intercourſe 
with all nations, he acts upon a more en- 


larged ſcale; integrity, generoſity, ho- 
nour, and hoſpitality, are the pillars that 
ſupport his character in al HY of . ; 


ward, 


«T "HEY where his G ener with 50817 ſail, 
ec Like ſeigniors and rich burghers of the flood, 
« Or, as it were the pageants of the ſea; 
% Do overpeer the petty traffickers, 
£ That curtſie to them, do them reverence, 
„ As wh roy fly by them with their woven wings.“ 


| SHAKESPEARE. 
3 There are many of this honourable Pro- | 
feſſion who can afford to ſpend with any 
of the claſſes abovementioned; but they 


are the beſt and wiſeſt men, who provide 


for their families, and avoid all uſelcfs and 


impertinent diſplay of their wealth. Since 


the increaſe of luxury and extravagance, 
each 
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each of theſe orders are treading upon the 


heels of the other LD 


sand even the toe of the peaſant comes ſo near 
44 the heel of the courtier, that he hurts his kibe.”” 


SHAKESPEARE. 


But "M us 8⁰ through with the grada- 
tion. The next, which [ ſhall call the fixth 
order, will include all retail traders, arti- 
ficers, and mechanics; ; and the farmer 


who rents his lands, and is a more uſeful 


member of ſociety than any of the reſt ;- —— 
he is likewiſe the moſt reſpectable, as 
long as he keeps within his degree: and 
| calling, but when he ſteps over it, he 
becomes ridiculous and contemptible in 


the eyes of his ſuperiors, and lays a 
foundation of miſery and ruin for bimſelf ; 5 


if his houſe is as well-furniſhed as that 4 
his landlord; if he keeps as good a cellar 
of wine ; and entertains his company with 


the beſt provifions of all kinds; ;—if his 


wife and daughters are dreſt in the faſhion; 3 


if the young ladies, i inſtead of learning to 
make 


5 my * © x — 
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make pütter 2F cheeſe at home, are ſent 
| to a boarding- ſchool, are taught to dance, 
to ſpeak bad French, and to aſſume the 
airs of town-bred ladies; wretched is 
the man who thus fools away his own ad- 
: vantages, and he will find his latter days 
miſerable, however proſperous might be 
the beginning ones. Can he wonder that 
his landlord raiſes his rent upon him? 
He reaſons fairly—if this man can live as 
well as I do, in all reſpects, why ſhould 
not . ſhare his advantages? Hence will 
appæa the folly of emulating our ſupe- 
riors, of imitating their manners; and 
this reaſoning will extend to every order 
and degree, who over· leap che ſtation they 
1 to. 

But let us take a brief review of the 
the ſeventh claſs, which will include the 
loweſt mechanics and artizans, and the 

whole peaſantry of the land, —In this nu- 
merous and uſeful body of men, we muſt 
loox 


yo rens or 


look for our ſoldiers and failors,, ſervants 
and workmen of all and every kind; 
0 theſe are the body of the people, theſe are 
the ſtrength and finews of the nation ; 3 for 
| ; theſe, laws are framed, and properties ſe. 
cured. Every thing ſhould be done for 
their ſupport and protection; and every 
check ſhould be laid upon their attempts 
to imitate the vanities and vices of the 
1 higher orders, for even in the loweſt fta- 
tions, they are not free from this predo- 
minant folly of the times. As the aſs in 
| | the fable, imitated the friſks and gambols 
of the lap-dog, ſo do theſe people the 
| faſhions and follies of their ſuperiors. 
The monſter, Faſhion, extends her in- 
fluence to the whole circle, and the far- 
lheſt round has its ſhare of her ſcepter of 
rule. This is one part of the degeneracy 
1 complain of, and this, I hope, I have 
Y brought ſuthcient proofs of. 
Within every one of theſe orders of 
i men, 
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men, there is a | gradation of property that 

raiſes the firſt ſtep of it nearly to an equa- 

 lity with the next above it, and this in- 

creaſes, the difficulty | of keeping, them 
Mithin their proper bounds. 


In a well regulated ſtate, a right and 


true ſubordination is beautiful, where 
every order is kept in its proper ſtate, and 
none is allowed to encroach upon, or op- 
.; preſs another. But where is this ſtate to 


be found ?—In Utopia, perhaps. 

Let us then enquire where it is beſt de- 
e will apply to a great maſter, 
in whom a ray of Divine wiſdom, like 
that of his own Minerva, pointed out 


both to princes and people, their rene 
1 tive duns and obligations : : 


4 Pour le FOTO de la Ville, Mentor viſita toutes 


© les magaſins, toutes les boutiques d'artizans, & 
« toutes les marchandiſes des pays etrangers qui 
% pouvoient introduire le luxe et la moleſſe. 


II reglales habits, la nourriture, les meubles, les 
« grandeurs, & I'ornement des maiſons pour toutes les 


6 ne enen il bannit tous les ornemens 
| af d or 
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& dor & argent; & il dit à Idomenee: je ne con. 
c nois qu un ſeul moyen pour rendre un peuple mo- 
44 deſte dans ſa depenſe, c'eſt que vous lui en donniez 
44 vous- meme l' exemple. II eſt neceſſaire que vous 
4 ayez une certaine majeſte dans votre extérieur, mais 
44 votre autorite ſera aſſez marquee par vos gardes, 
| ec & par les principaux officiers qui vous environnent, 
* Contentez-vous d'une habit de laine tres-fine teinte 
e en pourpre; que les principaux de l'ẽtat aprés vous 
6 fojent vetus de la meme laine; & que toute la dif- 
tc ference ne conſiſte que dans la couleur, & dans une 
e legere broderie d'or que vous aurez ſur le bord de 
« votre habit: ces differentes couleurs ſerviront à 
40 diſtinguer les differentes conditions, ſans avoir be- 
4 ſoin ni d'or, ni d'argent, ni de pierreries. Reglex 5 
& ces conditions par la naiſſance, & mettez au premier 
& rang ceux qui ont une nobleſſe plus ancienne, & 
4 plus éclatante. Ceux qui auront le merite & lau- 
44 torite des emplois, ſeront aſſez contens de venir 
ec apres ces anciennes & iluſtres familles, qui ſont 
44 dans une fi longue poſſeſſion des honneurs. Les 
© hommes qui n' ont pas la meme nobleſſe, leur ce- 
4 deront ſans peine, pourvu que vous ne les accou- 
4 tumiez pas à ne ſe point mèconnoitre dans une trop 
« haute & trop prompte fortune, & que vous donniez 
« des louanges à la moderation de ceux qui ſont mo- 
« deſtes dans la proſperitẽ. La diſtinction la moins ex- 
« poſce a Venvie eſt celle qui vient d une longue ſuite 
<6 d'ancetres. Pour la vertu elle cera apres excitée, 
4 & l'on aura aſſez d'empreſſement à ſervir I&tat, 
4 pourveu que vous donniez des couronnes & des 
*c ſtatues aux belles actions, & que ce ſoit un com- 
4, mencement de nobleiſe pour les enfans de cieux 

. ws. ant les auront . Les rn du premier 
3 | 44 rang 
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rang aprés vous ſeront vetues de blanc avec une 
frange d'or & d' argent au bas de leur habit: ils 


auront au doigt un anneau d'or. Ceux du ſecond 


rang ſeront vetus de bleu, ils porteront une 1 
d'argent avec l'anneau & point de medaille. 
Les troiſiémes de verd & ſans frange, mais avec 


la medaille. Les quatriemes d'un jaune d' aurore. 


Les cinquiemes d'un rouge pale ou de roſes.— 


Les ſixiẽ mes de gridelin.—Les ſeptiẽmes qui ſeront 
les derniers du peuple d'une couleur melée de 
jaune & de blanc. Voila les habits de ſept condi- 
tions differentes pour les hommes libres; les ef. 
claves feront habillez de gris brun. Ainſi ſans 
aucune -depenſe, chacun ſera diſtingus ſuivant ſa 
condition, & on bannira de Salente tous les arts qui- 


ne fervent qwa entretenir le faſte. Tous les arti. 


zans qui ſeront employez a ces arts pernicieux 
$*uniront ou aux arts necefſaires qui font un petit 
nombre, ou au commerce, ou a Pagriculture. - On. 
ne ſouffrira jamais aucun changement ni pour la na- 


ture des Etofes, ni pour laforme des habits; car il eſt 
honteux que des hommes deſtinez à une vie ſerieuſe 
| 1 | e 
& noble s'amuſent à inventer des parures affectẽes, 


ni qu'ils permettent que leurs femmes, à qui ces 


amuſemens ſeroient moins honteux tombent j jamais 


dans cet excez.“ 


TELEMAGQUH, Livre 1zieme. 


Oh, chat kings, princes, and legiſla- 
tors, would ſtudy Telemachus !—That 
they would become the thepherds of 
their people !—That they would protect * 
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* provide for them ; and not join with 


the wolves who lie in wait to prey upon 
them, upon condition that they ſhould 
enjoy the largeſt ſhare of their fleeces, 
and enrich themſelves with their ſpoils! 
Forgive me this apoſtcophe, ſuggeſted 
by the divine Fenelon ! —whoſe virtues 
were his crimes, under the reign of 


Louis XIV. who never forgave | thoſe leſ- 


ſons which expoſed the defects of his go- 


vernment, and taught his grandſon how to 


| eorredt them, if he had lived to ſucceed 
to the throne. 


'The revival of ſumptuary laws is de- 
voutly to be wiſhed, but not greatly to be 
hoped for; 1 acknowledge that many dif- 


ficulties lie in the way, and that there 
would be no immediate advantages to in- 
duce government to undertake it; there 
could no greater motive be propoſed than 


ay the good of the people. 


I ave been conlidetipgs whether any 
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kingdom in Europe has attempted to in- 
troduce them; I think there i is a regula- 
tion of this kind in Sweden, but Iam not 
quite certain of it. 
There is not much greater reaſon to 
expect a reformation of this kind, from 
_ convincing people of the fitneſs and pro- 
priety of it; — perhaps a good and virtu- 
ous education would go further than any 
other method: by teaching youth to aſ- 
pire to ſuperior qualities, they might be 
taught to deſpiſe the paltry diſtinctions of 
dreſs and faſhion” 

I will relieve your jadythi fold ab 
ſubject, by aſſuring you of my unfeigned 
eſteem and reſpect at all times to which 
I will ſign my hand and heart, 

| Fraxcss DARNFORD, 
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SHELTER XN 
MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A——, 
MY DEAR LADY, 


WILL ſuppoſe thas you have reco- 
$ vered from the fatigue of my late in- 
veſligation, and are prepared to go on with | 
me in my progreſs through the reſt of my 
| ſubje&. | | 

I have led you 01 the top of a high 
hill, down into a ſpacious valley, from 
whence we can fall no lower. The rich 
and the proud look down with diſdain 
from their high habitations, but we will 
not doubt to find many beautiful flowers, 
fruits, and herbs; ; we ſhall alſo find many 
noxious weeds, which we will endeavour 
to eradicate, that the herbs of value may 
thrive the berter. 


is nation into ſeven 
orders of men; after which he ſpeaks of 


1 . 8 - * he ; * 8 1 
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an Seki, which he calls lives: Whom 
does he mean, think you >—Surely, not 
the peaſantry; they ought not to be ſlaves ; 
they are not ſo with us; but I fear, in his 
time, they were little leſs in France; and 
he could not foreſee that a time ſhould 
come, when they ſhould be delivered from 
the yoke of tyranny, and become free». 
n. De e 


There have been in all times and all coun- 


tries a ſet of men in the moſt abject ſtate of 
ſervitude, and it reſted with their maſters 
to render their ſituation tolerable or mi- 
ſerable. In ſome countries they made the 
captives they took in war perform their 
moſt ſervile offices. The Spartans kept a 
whole diſtrict in this ſtate of ſlavery, to 
do ſuch offices as they held too mean for 
the citizens of Sparta.—1 ſpeak of the 
Helotes, whoſe treatment was at leaſt as 
bad as the negroes receive from their maſ- 
ters in 2 the ſugar iſlands. 


E 3 -_ 


- - 
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The Romans treated their flaves 1 more 


| liberally ; ; they diſtinguiſhed thoſe of ſu- 


perior merit from the herd of men. They 


gave to young men of talents the beſt 
education; they raiſed them to offices of 


truſt, and ſometimes made them their 


companions. 


Tbey were frequently freed entirely 


| Ben ſervitude; and the number of freed. 
men, became almoſt equal to the de- 


mizens. 


* 
"IEG . 


In the Hiſtory of "Mp favk/ we find 


2 | that a whole nation, or rather the inhabi- 
| tants of a {mall diſtrict, were condemned 


to be hewers of wood and drawers of 


1 water to the children of Iſrael. 


There were alſo ſlaves of another kind 


| among the Jews, as houſehold ſervants ; 


and they were enjoined to treat them with 


We. 
In all thec Eaſtern countries; it has al- 


ways been common to have many ſlaves; 


in 
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in all great cities they have ſlave markets, 
where both men and women are bought 


and ſold like cattle, and how they ſhall be | 


treated, depends entirely upon the pur- 
chaſers. Cervantes gives an account of 
their treatment in his admirable Don 
Quixotte; and, under feigned names, re- 
lates the adventures of himſelf and his 
companions during their flavery at Algiers, 


particularly in the Wee ftory Long the 
Captive. | ee We | 


In Spain and Italy there are ſocieties df 


_ charitable perſons, for the redeeming of 
Chriſtian captives in Turky and other 
Mahometan countries; this charity re- 
flects honour upon its donors. 
If thouſands of Europeans are in ac- 


tual ſlavery, and tens of thouſands in a 


ſtate of oppreſſion, does it not frem a 
ſtrange kind of Quixottiſm, to demand an 
| abolition of the ſlave trade to Africa, and | 

N emancipation of the negroes? There 
2 „ 9 
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are among us a ſet of men who are en- 
gaged in this cauſe, and who purſue it 
with an ardour and perſeverance that 
would do honour to a better; for ſurely 
they have made choice of improper ob- 
jects on which to exerciſe their charity.— 
I have heard and read all the arguments 
.on both fides; and, upon a fair and im- 
partial ſurvey and conſideration, it ap- 
pears to me, that if they could carry their 
points, they would be injurious to the 
commerce of this land, and no benefit 
to the objects they wiſh to relieve. 
5 I have been aſſured, both by natives of 
the Weſt Indies, and by thoſe occaſionally 
refident there, chat the accounts given by 
the patrons of the negroes are in ſome i in- 
ſtances falſe, and in moſt of the others 
highly e exaggerated. That they are, i in ge- 
| neral, much happier there than in their na- 
i l, tive country ; that the grief and ſullenneſs 
they ſhew, when they are firſt carried over, 
18 


1 
8 
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3s 100 to an apprehenſion that they are 


ſaved only to be killed and eaten; and that, 5 


when this is cured, they ſoon recover their 
health and ſpirits ;—that they are lazy 


and obſtinate beyond conception, and 
muſt be governed by ſtrict diſcipline; 


that they are malicious and revengeful, 


and, if they had the power, would d 


cruel. 7758 wy . 


If their PTE were cruel n to 


inflict ſtripes and torments upon them, 
merely to gratify their humours, their in- 


| tereſt would forbid it; but it is to be 


hoped, this can ſcarce ever happen.— 
Engliſhmen were never reckoned cruel, 


though there may have been ſome. in- 


ſtances of it, as there. have of the moſt 
exalted virtues in the negro race; but 
theſe do not characterize a whole nation. 


It is degrading our country and country- 
men, to ſuppoſe them guilty of wanton 
| cruelty to their flaves, and then to. reaſon | 
S uren 
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upon it, as if it were : generally true. : 
Could our enemies ſpeak worſe of us than 
our brethren have done? 

Af what the Weſt Indians aſſert be wy, 
that every negro has a little ſpot of ground, 
and is allowed time to cultivate it; that 
from theſe the markets are ſupplied with | 
vegetables 3 that from the produce of 
 thele, they are allowed to have merry 


meetings of their own race, with muſic, 
" dancing, and other recreations ; — that 
' thoſe who are careful and prudent fre- 
quently ſave money enough to purchaſe 
their freedom; if theſe things be true, 
and they have not been yet diſproved, 
- ſurely it would be better if the gentlemen 
| -engaged in the negro cauſe would turn 
the current of their charity into another 
channel, and leave this matter as they 
found it. 

That Charity vida at home,” is a 
Ov too often abuſed by ſelfiſh and 
avaricious 
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avaricious people to cover their ſordid diſ- 


poſitions but, in the caſe before us, it will 
bear a more generous application. I Will, 
under ſhelter of this proverb, preſume to 
point out ſome objects of Charity at 
home, that claim attention from the pubs 


lic in general, and every e and 5 


worthy mind. 


The firſt objects I would villa before 


them, ſhould be poor children of all de- 
nominations. Poor children put out to 
pariſh nurſes; poor: children apprenticed 


by the pariſh, to people but one degree 


_ lefs paupers than themſelves; to chimney- 
ſweepers, to baſket- makers, to t n, 
throwſters, weavers, &c. &. 

Let a Committee of Enquiry be ap- 
pointed from the charitable ſociety, who 
have taken the A frican negroes under their 
protection. Let them enquire how theſe 
poor children are treated; how they are 
cloathed and fed: let them direct how 

„ 1 
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they ſhall be VI up, * as to e 
uſeful members of the community, and 
put out properly and likely to produce 
this effect. Let them inſtitute ſchools of 
induſtry, to promote a reformation of 
manners of the lower orders of men ; 
which are of as much importance as the 
manners of the great. 7 
In all cities and great towns, there are 
numbers of poor children walking about N 
half naked, hungry a and wretched, without 
any viſible means of ſupport. "Thoſe who 
can regard human nature, under this hu- 
miliating appearance, have followed them 
into lanes. and allies, in the outſkirts of 
the towns, into miſerable hovels and cot- 
tages, that could hardly keep out the 
wind and rain. Their parents without 
any cede or calling for the moſt part : 

they do not care to confeſs how * 
Gd nor what _ —__ for their chil- 
WES | [4's | dren; z 
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dren ; but, moſt probably, they are deſ- 
tined to beggary or ſtealing, perhaps 
both. Human nature here is degraded to 
its loweſt ſtate, even below ſlavery. I will 


| ſuppoſe the Committee abovementioned 
to pick up cheſe wretched creatures; to 
purchaſe ſome old houſe, run to ruin, 
for them to repair and make it habitable, 
and to found a ſchool of induſtry. I 
would clothe them in the moſt ordinary 1 
materials, if it were in coarſe canvas, it 
would be better than rags and filthineſs. 
They ſhould wear wooden ſhoes, not ſuch 
as. the peaſants wear in France, but ſuch 
as I have ſeen made for the priſoners in the 
lately erected. gaol for the county of Suf- 
folk. The upper part is of a thick, 
ſtrong leather, the ſole is like the board of | 
a wooden clog or patten, and the upper 
part is nailed all round. I have wiſhed to 
found a trade for this article, and to ſend 
— 
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| them : to . all the . bare-footed a ch 11 dren 


which I have met in my walks in the 
outſkirts of a certain town. I would have 


theſe children brought up to hard labour, 
and qualified to get an honeſt livelihood. 


They ſhould cultivate a piece of ground, 
to provide them with vegetables of Rey 
kind, which might produce the chief part 
of their food. 

As the youths grew e up, BY Wah had 


ſtrength ſufficient, they might aſſiſt as 


porters at wharfs and quays, or help ſaw- 


yers and fellers of timber and other 


works. In harveſt time, they ſhould 
be let to work in the fields, at ſmall 


Prices ; and by the time they grew to 
manhood, they might be able to earn an 
honeſt living. | 


Behold my firft and loweſt Plan of 


Education !—which I dedicate with un- 


feigned reſpect to thoſe gentlemen, who 
have 
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have taken the negroes under their protec- 


tion. I perceive and admire their gene- 
rous intentions ; and have no doubt that 
they are at leaſt equally ready to aſſiſt their 
own countrymen, who claim and deferve 
heir notice, and ſolicit their charity. 

1 ſhould add, that according to my 


Plan, theſe paupers are not to be taught 


r 


to write or read; being reſcued from 
extreme poverty, they are to be hewers 
of wood and drawers of water, and to be 
thankful for their deliverance ; but they 
are to be taught their duties to God, 
their neighbours, and themſelves; and 


to attend the ſervice of the church regu- 
larly, and to uſe private devotions every 
morning and evening; and to know that 
no undertaking can ſucceed without the 

bleſſing of Heaven. When they enter 


into life and can maintain themſelves, they 


ſhould be enjoined to contribute their 
mite, though ever ſo little, to the ſupport 
15 e — 
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of their brethren, whom AI leave i in the 
ſituation they have jun quitted. 

Here 1 ſhall conclude this ns hop- 
ing to hear from your ladyſhip ſoon, with 
your remarks on my performance. 

I am now, and at all times, your lady- 
ſhip” $ phliged and obedient ſervant, 


| Frances DARNEFORD, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


LADY A—— TO MRS. DARNFORD. 

O not be angry with me, my dear 

of Mrs. Darnford !—it is ſo natural to 

communicate our pieafures to thoſe we 

love beſt, that I could not forbear ſhewing 
your letters to Lord A He was ſur- 
priſed to find you ſo Jeep: in knowledge of 
a national kind, and pleaſed to ſee you 
entering ſo warmly i into the beſt intereſts of 
mankind. He is pleaſed that you have 


_ defended a due ſubordination of rank, and 
that you do not wiſh the boundaries 
thrown down, and all men put upon a 
level ; becauſe he thinks, that in their dif- 
ferent degrees and occupations men are 
moſt uſeful to each other, and that the 

reſult is the harmony of the whole. 
My lord 0 he can ſtrengthen your 
arguments 


90 PLANS or 
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arguments againſt the emancipation of the 
negroes, by two conſiderations ; the firſt 
is, the preſent conſequences ; the ſecond, 
the future. The firſt ſeems to be already : 
coming forward; namely, that the negroes, 
being g apprized of the ſteps that have been 
taken here in their favour, are preparing to 
rife againſt their maſters, and to cut their 
throats. We have heard of very late re- 
bellions, that have, with difficulty, been 
cruſhed, and we may _ to hear of 
more daily. . 
The ſecond conſequence to be beste 
is, that when the great point ſhall be car- 
| ried for them, they will flock hither from 
all parts, mix with the natives, and ſpoil 
the breed of the common people. There 
cannot be a greater degradation than this, 
of which there are too many proofs al⸗ 
ready in many towns and villages. | 
— The gradations from a negro to a white 
3 wad 8 are 
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5 are many: ſirſt, a black and a white: pro- 
duce a mulatto; ſecondly, a mulatto with 
a white produce a meſtee ; thirdly, a 
meſtee and a white produce a quadroon, 
a dark yellow ; the quadroon and a white, 
a ſallow kind of white, with the negro 
ſhade, and ſometimes the features, All 
theſe together produce a vile mongrel 
race of people, ſuch as no friend to Bri- 
tain can ever wiſh to inhabir it. a 
| Theſe conſiderations ſhould be recom- 
” mended to the patrons of the Black Bill © 
of Rights; perhaps they may not have 
reflected upon theſe 9 and the 2 
Chiefs they contain. 
The king of the French, when 10 was 
wn of France, baniſhed all the negroes 
from his country; it would be wiſe to 
do ſo in Britain, while it is yer in our 
power. 


Vou are to underſtand this reaſoning to 
| BE 
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8 Rs my lord ; 8 ſays vc, 


that he has no doubt to call the negroes an 
inferior race of men, but ſtill a link of 


the univerſal chain, and, as men, entitled 


to humanity, to kindneſs, and to protec- 
tion; and he thinks, their maſters ought 
to be amenable to the laws, if they over- 
work, or otherwiſe ill-treat them, 
If we have known an Ignatius Sancho, 


and a Phillis Wheatly, they are excep- 


tions to the general rules of judgment, 
and may be compared with a Bacon and 


* Milton, among the moſt civiliſed and 
refined of the race of Europeans, 


Thus much is for my lord, and as a re- 
turn for your thoughts, which you have 
communicated to us. For myſelf, I have 
travelled with you through all your grada- 
tions to the bottom of the valley; and 
ſmhall be happy to climb up again with 
you; for I perceive you mean to aſcend 


by the ſame gradation ,and to give us your 
1 Plan 


"LAY 
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Plan of Education for each, as you 20 
along. 

jn the mean time, I want a gov erneſs 
for my two girls; : I with you could recom- 
mend one. They have with chem at preſent 
a very good girl, rather above a ſervant, 
and yet below a governeſs; but 1 want a 
gentlewoman, better educated, upon whom 
I can occaſionally devolve my authority. I 
expect to be confined for a month in the 
courſe of the winter; and I wiſh for ſuch. 
a ſubſtitute as I have deſcribed, 1 think, 
with you, that ſhe ſhould not have fo 
harſh a countenance as old Veſpaſian, yet 
] had rather ſhe was plain than handſome, 
1 beg you to look out for ſuch an one, 
and I ſhall be ready to receive her as ſoon 

as ſhe can come to me. My daughters 
underſtand more Italian than they do 
French]; I want a perſon completely miſs 
treſs of the latter, and able to converſe 
with them in it daily. 1 


Jam 


mꝶmꝶm e 

I am now «reading Adelaide and Theo- 5 
dore, as it ought to be read; which, I 
confeſs, I did not before; 1 diſcover a 
thouſand beauties which 1 had overlooked, 
or but ſlightly obſerved. I aſpire to imi- 
tate Madame d'Almane, wherever ſhe is 
imitable; there are ſome parts of her cha- 
racter that are above my reach, and out 
of my power. I honour and revere the 
author of this book. 
Your extract from Telemachus is very 
| fine and very wiſe, but I fear it is not re- 
| ducible to practice. | 

It 1s true that the influence of Khon 
has increaſed and is increaſing; ; inſomuch, 
that it is impoſſible to gueſs at people's 
degree, by their appearance; with you I 


8 ſee it, but 1 do not ſee how it can be re- 


medied or prevented. People of ſupe- 
rior rank and fortunes uſed to have the 


privilege of enjoying their on vanities 
and follies excluſively; ; but now they are 
imitated 


” 
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imitated by the lower degrees, 8 no- 
ming but abſolute poverty excludes them. 
' This is a great evil, and there are many 


who offer up their comforts and con- 


veniences at the ſhrine of the idol Faſhion. 
I long to ſee the reſt of your Plans; 1 


have no doubt of their virtue and bene- 
volence, I only wiſh they may be practica- 
ble. In impatient expectation of your 
next packet, 8 


IJ am, dear Madam, 
Your obliged and affectionate friend, 


Lovis e 


LETTER 


EY 
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ET EET TE n u. 
MRS, DARNFORD TO LADY A=—, 


NDEED, Madam, I owe you no thanks 
for ſhewing my letters to my Lord 
A— You expect me to be ſincere ; I 
did not intend them for his inſpection : 
but his remarks are very juſt, and his ar- 
guments firengthen mine; I am obliged. 
by his communications, though I had 
rather not have given cauſe for them.— 
| I have promiſed to ſend: you my Plans 
and my Remarks on Education and Man- 
ners; I will not break my word with you, 
but will continue to tranſcribe the papers 
that lie before me. | 
The next degree I ſhall ſpeak to, are 
the lower kinds of artizans and mecha- | | 


nics, ſuch as are juſt above want. Many 
of theſe (L fear I may ſay moſt of them) 
2 let 
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1 their children run wild, and they are 

brought up in the ſtreets.— I uſed to walk 
upon an old rampart near the town where 
I lived ſome years; it was always full of 


children decently clothed, and looking 


well fed, but wild as ſavages; and I have 


heard from their mouths horrible oaths 


and curſes. Whenever they were rebuk- 
ed and adviſed, they ſet up ſuch yells and 


ſhricks, that I could have thought myſelf » 
among the wild Indians in America, ra- 


ther than in the midſt of England ; ſo 
rude and unciviliſęd were theſe unhap- 
py children. -— This was their reſort, 
and ſuch were their daily practie 
ployment they had none; th ey might 
have anſwered with Orlando == T an, 
taught to make nothing,” —to the en- 

quirer: and, to their parents,“ We a are 
helping you to mar that which God made; 


theſe poor unhappy children of yours with; | 


idleneſs.” „I once ſaw a woman correcting 
ane of theſe, and driving him home to 
| F | 85 dinner. 
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dinner. [ anpaſtclared with ber. 0 How 


can you expect your children to be 


5 good and obedient, when they are 
brought up in the high road, idle and 
diſſolute, and converſe only with fa- 


vages ?” © Lack-a-day, Madam!“ ſaid 


ſhe, © I cannot help it.—I have enough 
to do at home, and am glad to get rid of 
my great boys a few hours in the day.” 


© So you turn them looſe upon the pub- 


lic, to get rid of the trouble of their com- 


pany.— What ſort of men think you they 
will make?“ © How ſhould I know 


that ſaid ſhe. © Suppoſing they ſhould 
take bad courſes, as they are taught 


no good ones; ſuppoſing they ſhould 
commit attrocious crimes, and come at 


laſt to the gallows; will not you have rea- 
fon to accuſe yourſelf, for being in no 
ſmall degree the cauſe of i it?” I don't 


know, indeed ; but if it ſhould be ſo, 
tis no buſineſs of yours.” © Yes it is, 


ſhe 
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ſhe begin to abuſe me, and 1 Ko, haſte. 
to get out of hearing, and made the beſt 
of my way home. I 

In villages, theſe things are leſs te- 
quent; children are brought up more in 
the paths of nature and ſimplicity. Ia 
every pariſh there is at leaſt a dame' s 
| ſchool, and in large one's there is a read- 
ing and writing maſter ; ſo that children 
are kept in order, and are taught the dif. 
ference between good and evil; and on 
Sundays they are taught their duties at 
the pariſh church. 

As to Sunday Schools, I have no great 
expectations from them; but they are 
popular, and it is thought a kind of he- 
reſy to ſpeak againſt them.—Ir is Schools | 
of Induſtry thar are wanted, to reform the | 
manners of the common people ; where 
they are taught their duties every day, and 
all the day long. That theſe are practica- 
ble! 1 can bring ſufficient proofs. 


ES In 
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In the town n of Shrewſbury, there is an 
eſtabliſhment admirably « conducted; which 
not only ſupports itſelf, but alſo provides 
for its children; of chis, 1 hope to obtain 
further particulars. . 
IL am informed that they are in print, 
and therefore refer you to a pamphlet en- 5 
; titled, ha Some Account of the Hos of 
INDUSTRY at SHREWSBURY, its Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and Regulations; ; with Hints to 


| thoſe who may have, fimilar Inſtitutions i in 
view. By J. Woo.” 


IJ am told there is a 8 a of | 
; this work, with conſiderable additions, 
: by-laws, rules, and ordinances. 

1 know not why we may not ſpeak of 
living worthies, who do honour to their 
times and countries, and ſhow bright ex- 
amples of benevolence to others, and who | 
ought t to be recorded among the benefac- 
tors of mankind. Mrs, Tri rimmer is one 

of __ 9285 45 her TOs; and by 8 


| her 
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ber conduct, has contributed greatly to 
the reformation of the manners among the 

lower orders of people. She has inſtituted. _ 
| ſchools of induſtry, and preſides herſelf | 

over one of them ; her daughters aſſiſt her 
in this boocrabad employ ment, and it is 
a fight that angels gat behold with i Bins 
ure. TY 


4 Give her of the fruit of is hands, and let het 
works praiſe her.” 
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There is a lady living i in a certain great 
town in Eſſex, who has inſtituted A ſchool 
under her own eye, and given up the beſt 
rooom in her houſe to this purpoſe; where 
fifty poor children are clothed and edu- 
cated in all the duties of their tation. 1 
do not preſume to name her, for ſhe is 
one e of thoſe who 


mY ; W 


CO Do good by ſtealth, and bluſh to find it fame.“ 
Pork. 


There are ſome ladies of high rank, 
| | F 3 ” | | who 


10 vr lvs o 
who * "ES: their time 1 abilities to the 


good of mankind; and. ſeem to attone . 
for the extravagance a_ difſipation of ; 


others. 
There are among us, gentlemen, who 
| "ſet apart a portion of their annual re- 
venue to this noble and ee Pur- 
poſe. e 
4 have ſaid that there are many Loew | 
raye? s in England, and I hope. I have 
brought ſufficient proofs of it. But every 
one cannot do theſe things, they are only 
for people of large fortunes. Very true; 
but every one can contribute according to 
their ability, and ſome plan might be laid 
down, wherein every ones mite would be 
of ſervice. For inſtance: 


9 & 
5. x 


STEEN oh PLAN FOR 
A SCHOOL OF INDUSTRY 


IN EVERY PARISH, 


I would firſt eſtabliſh 1 in every OY a 
Committee 
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Committee of Enquiry, ſuch as I bave 


before mentioned; it ſhould conſiſt of fe- 


ven perſons, of reſpectable characters and 
of known property. The chairman ſhould 


be the principal gentleman 1 in the pariſh 


or, if he diclined it, the next in fortune 


and conſequence. They ſhould meet once 


od week, to conſult on means and meaſures 
for the well-governing the ſosiety to be 


formed. I ſuppoſe the Rector or Vicar 


of the pariſh (if reſident) to be always a 
member of the ſociety; if he does not re- 
ide, then the reſident Curate. 


The firſt object of enquiry ſhould be, = 


what ſums of money are raiſed in the pa- 


riſh for the relief of the poor, and how 


they are employed. The ſecond, to ſe- 


parate the children and thoſe able to work _ 
from the fick and aged; to the latter, the : 


greateſt attention and tenderneſs ſhould be 


paid; and the former ſhould be WO" 
to work tor their living. 


F4 ns 
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WH From the beſt information J can pro- 
cure, it does not appear that the preſent i 
Houſes of Induſtry have anſwered the ex- 
pectations of the public. Many of them 

ate in debt, and ſome are not able to ſup- 
port themſelves. I propoſe that mine 
ſhall (after two or three years) maintain 
themſelves at leaſt; and, in due time, 
be for the children. at 

In every one of theſe ſchools, a "way 

of ſome kind of manufactory ſhould be 
carried on. F or inſtance: in one, weav- 
ing coarſe ſtuffs for clothing the poor; 

this ſhould include all the different parts 


of this buſineſs ; carding the wool, ſpin- 


ning it, warping and winding, weaving 
and dreſſing the ſtuffs, and they ſhould 
have a ſhop, where they ſhould be ſold 
for the benefit of the ſociety. In another, 
ſpinning flax or hemp, preparing and 
weaving coarſe linen, bleaching and dreſ- 
ſing i * and nn ſelling it as above- 
mentioned. 


mene, 
mentioned. In another, making ſacking 
and hop-bagging. In another, ſtocking- 
weaving and hoſiery. In another, car- 
penters and joiners work, turnery, &c. 
In every one of theſe ſchools, I would 1 
have a taylor and ſhoemaker ; and every 
thing made for che uſe of the IE 
within itſelf... 

Theſe trades ſhould be well conſidered 
by the: Comiwilite before they are ſet on 
foot; and it ſhould be ſo contrived, that 


 4wo i of rhe ſame craft ſhould not be placed 


roo near each other; but every pariſh a 
different trade for many miles round, and 
thus they would affiſt and promote each 
others intereſt and advantage. 
There are to be found in every place, 
young men who have ſerved their appren< 
ticeſhip to a trade, and without means to ſet 
up for themſelves; theſe might be engaged 
to the ſocicty for a term of years; at the end 
N F e 
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of ch (having ſerved it fairhfully) 
they ſhould be enabled, by the ſociety, to 
go into bufineſs for themſelves, with the 
| additional advantage of a certificate of 
recommendation, ſigned by at leaſt three 
of the committee. 

Suppoſing this to be vrafticable the 3 
vantages would be een 


1: walls ef 3 N 
into the poor's houſe. The lazy would 
be obliged to work, and they would be 
induced to do it for themſelves, rather 
than be obliged to work for others ; thus 
many who throw themſelves and their fa- 
milies upon the pariſh, would maintain 
them at home; for lazy perſons are al- 
ways ſelfiſh, and this quality would be 
engaged on the behalf of induſtry. 
I truſt there are in every pariſh, a ſuf- 
ficient number of virtuous and benevolent 
perſons, who would voluntarily take the 
trouble 
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trouble of putting ſuch plans as theſe into 
execution; the men would be committee 
men, the women patronefles of the * | 
cieties. 

The care of the n would be es 
out of the hands of crafty and deſign- 
ing people, who too often abuſe their 5 
truſt, and placed in the tare of honeſt and 
reſponlibſe men, who would find them 
ene e ſufficiently in the love and 
confidence of their fellow - citizens, and 
the canſciouſneſs of being benefactors to 
the community. The committees might 
extend their enquiries ſtill further, to the 
endowments and donations of their reſpec- 
tive pariſhes, and the right application 
of them, to removing itinerant beggars, 
which are a nuiſance in every pariſh. I only 
point out theſe to your conſicleration, but L 
have a great inclination to tell you a true 
fon £1 AT 
F-6 IIT˖ Bl 
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The bailiff or over-looker of a "=" 
farm in Eſſex, and a common beggar, 
were driven together by a thunder ftorm, 


and took ſhelter at an ale-houſe. It was 


in the evening, and the landlord perſuaded 
them to fit down to ſupper with him; 
h n of them called for his ping of ale, 
and they converſed together as fellow- 
; creatures, who were paſſengers on the ſame 
Journey. After ſupper the beggar-man 
faid to the bailiff, Fellow- traveller, 
will you go ſhares with me in a pint of 
| punch PAS No,” ſaid the other, 1 
cannot afford it; a pint of ale is all my 
allowance.” —. Then,” ſaid the beggars 
4 your trade is not ſo good as mine.“ 
Perhaps ſo, but 1 think it is more ho- 
neſt and more feſpected.— *“ You prate 
at honeſty ; ; but you take what is given 
you as well as I.“ —“ Yes, but earn it 
1 firſt by my ſervices.— Earn it; ſo do 
I, and ſometimes hardly enough. I can 
. beg 
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beg through three pariſhes in a day, and 
*tis a poor pariſh that will not yield me 
half-a-crown : it coſts me nothing for 
lodging, except of a wet night. I always 


have a ow ſupper and a tiff of punch 


after it. Much good may it do you; 
but J will not change trades with you. 1 
have a quiet, bappy home to go to, 


where a good woman will give me a 

chearful welcome. 1 maintain my family,. 
pay all my debts and dues, and can ſhew: 
muy face any where. Lou are a wanderer, 


and a vagabond, that eat the bread that 


1 ſhould be for the poor labourer, and in- 
tercept the charity that ſhould: be for the 
fick and the needy ; ; and beſide this, you 


are liable to be taken up and puniſhed for 


theſe practices. No, I will not change 


Places with you on any terms ; we have 


eaten together, and I will not betray you 
into the hands of Juſtice but I will not 


be your friend nor companion, but on 
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uch an occaſion as the preſent one. 
Chooſe proud fool! Go hug your chain, 
| fawn upon your maſter, who eats the 
grain and gives you the chaff. I live the 
life-of a gentleman; you, that of a dog.” 

* Good words, Mr. Vagabond ! I don't 
mean to quarrel with you, I reſpect my- 
ſelf too much to dirty my bands u pon you. 
Farewel; and may you meet with your 
deſerts ! Good b'ye, Iffachar ! Fare- 
well, beaſt of burthen They ſeparated, 
and each returned to his calling; and here 
I will end my letter. 


F. DarnForD. 


LETTER - 


EDUCATION. — 1 


LETTER XIII. 


MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A. 


ITH my dear Lady fon 8 per- 
miſſion, L will lay aſide ceremo- 


ny, and proceed; een the third ep 


of my Plans. | 
I have ſaid already, that all kinds of | 


| ee ſhould be adapted to the fitua- 
tion of the pupils; I will add, and to 
their future deſtination. In every town. 


you go through, you may. ſee written in 
letters of gold, A Boarding School for 
Young Ladies ;” but did you ever ſee 
one for thoſe that are not to act the parts 
of young ladies ; > I believe not ; they are 
rarely to be found. All degrees are 


| blended together in theſe ſchools, to the 


mutual diſad vantage of all the parties con- 


cerned. EE 
I have 


5 L aks or. 

I have no opinion of boarding ſchools 
in general. I know that there are ſome 
that fulfil every duty, and anſwer every 
purpoſe of neceſſary education; but there 
is no kind of ſchool equal to that inſtruc- 
tion which children receive at home, un- 
der a virtuous and well-informed mother, 
who gives up her time and abilities to the 
care of them. In truth, if all mothers 
| fulfilled their quties, there would be little 
occaſion for boarding- ſchools ; but if they 
* give up their time and attention to dreſs, to 
viſiting, to cards, and to public places; 
it 1s better that the children ſhould: go to 
| ſchool, than that they ſhould converſe 
with the ſervants, or play m the ſtreets.— 
There is a kind of miſcellaneous educa- 
tion among the lower kinds of gentry and 
tradeſmen, which follows no particular 
ſyſtem, but is as good as the beſt; where 
the parents teach them their reſpeQive 


Cuties and obligations, and leave it to 
nature 
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nature to do the reſt. This produces the 
moſt original characters, and ſhews what 


| nature intended them. Education too, 
merely confined to rules, produces « very 
fine pictures, and all alike;” as Lady 
Pentweaſle ſays ; but ſuch as I have laft 
deſcribed, retain the markings. of nature. 
EI have been ſurpriſed at the variety of 
characters in one family; and * have al- 
ways imputed it to this cauſe: the early 
part of education depends on the mother; 


and men that are wiſe, will conſider this in 
the choice of their wives; for on them 
they muſt depend for the education and 
principles of their chilren. 5 
Serinda was left young a widow, with 
a large family. She has educated fix 
daughters, in the ſtricteſt principles of piety 

and virtue; at the ſame time, ſhe has 
given them every advantage in her power 
in regard to ornamental accompliſhments. 
They were educated in her own houſe, in 
a country 
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ts * ; > 


„ country village; ſne taught them che 


ſocial and relative duties, and enforced 


them by her own example. Her cares 0 
and attention have been well repaid, by 
the affection and confidence of her chit- 
dren, and by their happy eſtabliſhment 

under her maternal eye. They were early 5 
ſought i in marriage by ſuch young men as 
wiſhed for amiable companions, and faith- 
ful partners for life; five of them are 
married with the happieſt proſpects, and 

with their mother's entire approbation. 
Charidema is a happy wife, and the mo- 
ther of ten children; all educated under 
the eyes of their excellent parents, who 
have devoted themſelves to the moſt uſe- 
ful of all employments, that of forming 
good and uſeful members of che . 
nity. | 


Their bined is a ſeminary of education; ; 
the ſons attend their father, and the 
davghters their mother, at the ſtated 

hours 
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hours of tuition ; and even their amuſe- 
ments are ſo directed, as to contribute to 
their improveme: :. The young people 
do all the needle-work for the uſe of the 
family; their mother and her ſervants 
ſpin flax and hemp, at leiſure hours, 
ſufficient to ſupply the family with 
houſehold linen. Decorum, prudence, 
eeconony, and charity, prefide over this 


well-governed family ; ; and attract the eſ- p 7 


teem and yeneration of all that . 
it. 

It i is with pleaſure, with n delight, hat 
amidſt a too evident declenſion of man- 
ners, I can ſelect ſuch examples, who do 
honour to their country, and to human | 
nature. Lam convinced, that ſuch as theſe 
poſſeſs all the real enjoyments of life, in 
a much higher degree, than thoſe who are 
engaged in the purſuits of vanity, faſhion, 
and n Wk thels the duties of 


a wife 
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garded; they transfer the care of their 


"=o" ſatisfy their conſeiences ; 3 in truth, the 

children are no looſers i in being ſeparated 
from ſuch mothers. Where a mother i is 
unable, or unqualified to diſcharge the 
duty of tuition herſelf ; they are certainly 

better placed i in a good ſchool ; as in the 
caſe of Mrs. Ilford, with whom I lived a 


taken in the choice of one, nor too cloſe 


U have pointed out ſome of the evils and 


miſchiefs that ariſe from young girls 


being educated Above their preſent 
I 8 e, and their future expectations! in 
3 There are wanting among us {chools = 
a different kind, here young people f 
0 might 


wife and mother are but lightly r 1e. 


children to governefles, or to ſervants 4 
a "they ſee them but ſeldom, x and that merely 


few months. Too much care cannot be 5 


| enquity made into the conduct 4 
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might acquire neceflary and uſeful Know- | 


_ ledge, without learning to ape the vani- 
ties and follies of their ſuperiors; Who, 
as your ladyſhip archly obſerves, uſed to 7 
have the privilege of enjoying them ex- 
cluſively. 105 1 
1 never knew but one ſchool of this : 
kind, and that ſunk when its founder and 
pillar was removed. A young woman of 
lo birth and education, raiſed a ſchool 
in a country village, upon a very plain and 
ſimple plan; ; ſhe had a good underſtand-, T 
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ing and many uſeful qualifications. 
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She took twenty pupils; which were 
afterwards encreaſed to thirty. They aſ- 


ſiſted her in doing the buſineſs of the 
houſe; | they made, the beds, and ſwept _ 
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the rooms in turn; after which, they ſat 
down to needlework of the moſt uſeful 
kinds, They were taught to read the 
Bible, and Common Prayer Book, in a 
plain, büt not grammgyral, way. At 
: ; — walking! 
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waſhing-times, they ſtarched and ironed 


the linen; every one her own things.— 


The miſtreſs was elegantly neat in all her 


doings, and properly qualified 1 in all other 


reſpects to —é— over a Tchool of this 


kind. 


the *Squire of the pariſh, and her good 
fortune ſpoiled an excellent ſchool-miſ- 
E treſs, and made an awk ward kind of a gen- 
tlewoman. She married the Squire, and 
transferred the ſchool to other hands, in- 


capable of ſupporting it ; and it ; funk, 


never more to riſe. 


neſs, talked of books and of learning, as 


if the really underſtood them; and by miſ- 


| pronouncing half her words, and coining 
- 5 = others 


This ſchool flouriſhed a ten years; ; 5 
when the miſtreſs attracted the notice of 


The new made lady, whom a "MAY 
| Feller uſed to call, the Lady of the Laſt 
Edition, preſumed upon her merits ; took 
1 upon her the ſtile and dignity of a gover- 


ſelves, and diſqualified to earn their liv 
ing. There are very few trades for wo- 
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others of no meaning at all, frequently 


raiſed a ſmile in the faces of thoſe who 
knew her hiſtory. A leſſon to all thoſ®# 
who aim at a ſtation above them, without 
the requiſites to ſupport it. In her ſchool 
ſhe was truly reſpectable; and I wiſh 
heartily I could ſee more ſuch ſchools, and | 
ſuch women to govern them. 


What] have ſaid, will apply to moſt of | 
' thoſe who are placed in the middle ſtations 
of life, and who are apt to educate their 


children too * for their deſtina- 


tion. 


It is a melancholy conſideration, to 
think of the numbers of young women 


who are turned looſe upon the world, over 


educated; without means to ſupport them 


men; the men have uſurped two-thirds 


of thoſe that uſed to belong to them ; 3 the 


55 remainder are : over-ſlocked, "and there are 
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few . for them. If they : are hand- 
ſome and amiable, their dangers are ſo 
wuch the more. Man who ſhould be 
their protector, turns their betrayer, and 
too frequently abandons them to ſhame 
and poverty. How many are daily in dan- 
ger of being ſtarved. How many are con- 
demned to menial ſervices, for which their 
enervated bodies and enfeebled minds, 
render them wholly unqualified ! Moft of 
theſe are the dime of their parents pride 
and vanity.  _ - 
I! be falſe ſentiments, falſe refinements, 
and falſe ſyſtems of modern times, have 
counteracted the laws of nature and rea- 
ſon, and condemned a great number of wo- 
men to a life of perpetual celibacy. 
The adoration paid to wealth, the fi uppo- 
fititious wants which luxury impoſes, have 
induced many parents to ſeclude from the 
world their younger children, in the hope of 


Gſpoking of the elder ONES This alſo. 
5 


S 
+ 4 > 
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is vanity. —It is well known that in Ro- 
man Catholic countries, moſt of the 

daughters are devoted to convents, to in- 
creaſe the fortunes of the elder ones. 5 
In Proteſtant countries, though no vows 
are made, no confinement is exacted; yer 
nearly as many females are as much con- 
demned to a ſtate of celibacy, a as * bam 
_ were ſhut up in a conyent. 
There: are but a few men, comparative- 
ly, that will take for a 


5 


wife an amiable Ax 

maiden, without a fortune ſuitable to his 
own. Every young man is taught to look | 
out where he can marry to advantage ; 3 
wealth is ſuppoſed to include evety ching; 
and bodily charms and mental qualities, 

| ſhrink to nothing before it. Thus the 
ugly, the deformed, the fooliſh, the dis- 
tempered, are preferred with fortunes; 5 

_ while the lovely, the amiable, the accom- 

2 duet who are every way qualified to 
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be wives and mothers, are paſt by, neg- 


lected, deſpiſed, and forgotten. 

It is allowed by all men, chat women 
ſtand i in need of protectors in every ſtage 
of their journey through life; but when 


* to find them? 


Brothers generally look- on aber as in- 


64% hate on families; more remote re- 


lations ſeldom trouble themſelves about 


them : without fortunes, without friends, 
how can they ſuſtain— 


they -are thus circumſtanced, where arc 


«© TH oppreſſor's wrong, the proud man's con- 6 


| tumely, 
. The pang of deſpis'd how the law's delay, 
„The inſolence of office, and the fpurn 
= That * merit from th unworthy takes. 


SHAKESPEARE. 


* 


which ſingle and un protected women are 
Lable. Thoſe. who believe themſelves 
ee * uſe it to turn them to 
con- 


But theſe are not all the injuries to 


. * 
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contempt and ridicule ; not becauſe they 
are unworthy, but becauſe they are un- 
fortunate. There are few modern Come- 
dies that do not give irrefragable proofs 
of this—The Aunt Deborah's, and Mrs. 
Malaprop's, are the ſtanding zel of the 
modern writers; and even Mr. Cumber- 
land, though a chaſte and refined writer, 
has lent his hand to throw a ſtone at 
fiſters and aunts who are unmarried ; 
whatever merit they may have, or What» 
ever misfortunes they may have endured. 
But there is one modern writer, who has 
gone ſtil] further than this inſult ; he has 
made uſe of the term Old Maids ! as his 
vehicle, to convey to the public ear all his 
fatire and ridicule, upon ſerious, and even 
ſacred ſubjects. It is true, that he has 5 
ſcattered in their way ſome Lugar-ptums, 
and comfits, for the fiſterhood, in order ta 
; n the poiſon he has mixed for them; 
8 2. „ 
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but bis. malicious intention is eafily ſeen 
and detected. 

I have by me, an extract from a letter 
which a friend of mine received from one 
of the firſt writers in the kingdom, and 


which ſhe permitted me to copy: 
T The book you mention is e 
_— execrable ; and I have the ſatisfaction 
« of knowing, that it is execrated by all 
46 who yet d to virtue or r decency 5 
0 * among us.“ 
7 3 who thus uſe ir talents, de- 
rive neither honour nor advantage to 
themſelves; on the contrary, thoſe who 
have. ſtood forth i in the behalf of the de- 
fenſeleſs part of our ſex, have, by re- 
ſpecting them, become truly reſpectable. 
The names of Addiſon, Richardſon, : 
Thomas, Ruſſel, Fordyce, Gregory, Per- 
_ Cival, will always be remembered with 
honour, by the diſcerning and the worthy 
TY” De Hg . 
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1 both ſoxes;3 for the female cauſe i is the 
cauſe of virtue : ; and, 1 truſt, it will never 
want champions to ſupport . 
That any women who deſire to be 
thought virtuous themſelves, ſhould join 
with men in ridiculing thoſe of their own 
ſex, merely becauſe they are unmarried, 
ſeems ſtranger than any thing 1 have 
8 mentioned; yet ſuch women are to be“ 
found. 
And why do you (I would ) take phe 
ſure in caſting reflections upon old maids ? 
—that is, upon women who, not meeting 
with a 1 uitable eſtabliſhment, from va- 
rious cauſes and reaſons, have neither 
diſgraced themſelves nor their families ? 


Every woman in this fituation muſt be 
an old maid ; or ſhe muſt be ſomething” pu y 
worſe. What then; do you think the he”. 
ter ſtate the moſt honourable ? Would 
you wiſh that your aunts „your ſiſters, your 
aan, ſhould think ſo? Would you | 
8 1 have 
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bave them draw a ill ſtronger Wee 
from your contempt of the fiſterhood, 


againſt your own diſpoſition —Conſider 
this and bluſh at the reſlection; for you 
have the greateſt cauſe, upon every ac- 
ant 8 

Leaving batred, malice, and all un- 
. to the reproach of their 


on hearts, in a ſerious hour; and meek- 


neſs and benevolence, to the ſilent rewards. 


of ſelf-approbation ; q 1 will return to wy 


principal ſubject, _ 
Though Proteſtants in general have a 


rooted averſion to the name of a convent, 


it is certain that there are many benefits. 


ariſing from theſe inſtitutions, as well as 


inconveniences and abuſes; particularly 
to ſuch women as are forſaken by their 


relatives, and deſerted by the world. It 
has been thought by many perſons of 
ſound judgment and liberal minds, that 


it might, be praticable to found a ſociety 
Fe that 
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that might retain all the good properties 
of theſe communities, and avoid all the 
bad ones. There are many women of 
ſmall fortunes, with cultivated minds, and 
enlarged hearts, that would chuſe to retire 
from the buſtle of the world, and devote = 
their time and talents to the benefit of 
others, rather than fink into ennut, which 
always attends indolence. Theſe might 
found an aſylum for themſelves, and a ſe- 
minary of education for others. 

I have worked upon this ſabject a long \ 
time ago, and will ſend ' you the reſult of { 
my labour in the next pacquet. 
The plan I have laid, will ſpeak to ſeve- 
ral different claſſes of people, ſo that 1 
ſhall not obſerve the gradations regularly, 
as I have done hitherto ; but ſhall 8 
through ſeveral together. 1 
Ya the mean time I will reply to the 

other parts of your letter. 1 will endea. 
vour to find out a proper perſon to be go- 
| „ verneſs 
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verneſs to the young ladies, your daugh- . 
ters; I do not expect to find one in the 


country, but when I go to London I ſhall 
hope to ſucceed ; my friend, Mrs. Lang- 


ſton, has a very large acquaintance, and 


| ſhe is very likely to aſſiſt me in this buſi- 
neſs. It ſeems to me, that the young 


perſon who executes this office in your 


ladyſhip's family, may ſuit Mrs. Strict-. 
land; ſhe is already pleaſed with the idea, 


and I ſhall be happy to ſerve two deſerv- 
ing perſons at the ſame time. 

Mr. Balderſon is building at a great 
rate; Mrs. Strictland is purchaſing houſes 
in the village; ; ſhe has numbers every 
day ſoliciting to be her tenants. She 


| wiſhes to realize Shenſtone's idea. If I 


had a large fortune, I would build myſelf 


| ling up is poor and unequal, 


i * a neighbourhood. There 1s a Novel built 
vpon this foundation, called © Shenſtone 


Green.” Ihe outline is Ss but the fil- 


Mr 8. 


M.Ixs. Strictland will not ſuffer knaves 
and fools to take ſhelter in her territories ; : 
but ſhe will invite the ingenious, the vir- 
tuous, and the unfortunate, and build for 


them a real paradiſe. - 


With my humble compliments 4 ben 


wiſhes for all thoſe moſt dear to your lady- 
ſhip, we ; 
I am n your obliged and faithful fervant, | 


| Faaxcrs Danvronp. | 


P.S. Mrs. strictland and Madathe di 


Soranzo defire to prefent reſpectful com- 
pliments. | 
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SEND, encloſed, my principal Plan | 
for . lad e inſpcRtion. 


F. D. 


* a THE PLAN OF 
A FEMALE COMMUNITY, 


+ | A SEMINARY OF FEMALE EDUCATION, 
— 

1 HE defects of the preſent ſyſtem of 
female education in this country, are ge- 
nerally acknowledged, by all who have 
conſidered and remarked ;upon it ; they 


are, indeed, too apparent in the manners 
- | of Engliſh women of the preſent times. 


9 * * have formerly been celebrated for 
the 
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the modeſty of their dreſs and deport | 
ment, for the purity and even ſanity of 
their manners. It is believed that there 
are ſtill a great number of individuals, 
who deſerve and ſupport the national cha- 5 
racter; but it is indiſputable, that the 
manners of our country women in gene- 
ral have ſuſtained a great and alarming 
alteration in the courſe of che preſent 
century. 
The decreaſe of marriages, the increaſe 
of divorces, the frequency of ſeparations, 
bear melancholy teſtimony to the truth of 
5 theſe aſſertions. The great number of 
public victims of pride, vanity, and diſſi- 
pation, are too apparent and frequent, to 
leave any doubt remaining of this general 
declenfion of manners. 
Among thoſe reſpectable women Who | 
ſupport the national character, there are 
many who lament this alarming altera- 


; don; who are ardently ſolicitous to ſtop 


* 
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I the torrent of vice and 50 to inveſtigate 


the cauſes of it, and to ſeek out for a 
remedy. | | 

They think this muſt be found in a 
Better pm of education, by which the 
riſing generation may be preſerved from 
the contagion of bad example, and be en- 
abled to reſtore the national character of 
virtue, modeſty, and diſcretion. 
It is certain, chat the principal cauſes 
of this declenſion of manners, are, firſt, 
a bad method of education; and, ſecond- 
ly,ga ſeries of bad examples after this 
education is completed. Leaving the 
latter article to the inveſtigation of abler 
hands, we ſhall purſue the firſt, as the ob- 
| Je& of our preſent enquiry. 
;- It is the general r ethod of people of 
condition to give their children, from the 


tiring ce — 2 <P 


| 1 ſtate of infancy, to the care of nurſes, and 


x ſervants of a low claſs; to perſons gene- 


rally i 1 and mercenary 5 frequently 
unprincipled. 
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pace Theſe preceptors prevent 
the ſeeds of virtue from germinating, and 
cultivate in the young and flexible heart 

the weeds of pride, ſelf-conſequence, 
fraud, and artifice, and _ bad pro- 
penſity. 

Thoſe parents can never be too bighly 
| honoured, who themſelves ſuperintend the | 
education of their- children; for though 

they only fulfil their duties, yet, confi- 

dering the great numbers who neglect 

them, they are entitled to praiſe and rg- 

ſpect; there is no kind of education equal 
to that of a wiſe and virtuous mother; 
but this character is every day leſs com- 
mon among us. 

When the children are taken out of de 

nurſery, they are ſent 10 ſome ſchopl, * 

where they are ſuppoſed to learn the ru- 
diments of language, morals, and man- 
ners; every uſeful kind of knowledge, 
and every ornamental accompliſhment.— 

. Theſe 
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Thbeſe depend cnet] upon the chance 
of the merit and abilities of the perſons 
who are intruſted with this very important 
When we conſider how few perſons are 
duly qualified for this ſacred truſt, we 
need not wonder at the miſchiefs ariſing 
from the abuſe in the diſcharge of it; 
they have been remarked by many who 
have been ſufferers by them, or who have 
felt their effects in thoſe who were the 
| moſt dear-to them. 
. is not in this Eſſay, that we ſhall 
numerate theſe abuſes and corruptions; 
none who think ſeriouſly are ignorant of 
them; we only juſt hint the cauſes and 
ſeek for the remedy. 
When we conſider the great near 


ts ſchools, we ought not to be ſur- 
priſed at the increaſe of the evils ariſing 
from them. In every town, village, or 
even hamlet, chere a are Perſons to be found 
. F » 
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who take upon them the great and import- 
ant charge of female education: and over 
their doors are ſeen in letters of gold, i 
4 Boarding School for Young Ladies. 

Adventurers of all Kinds have found re- 
ſources in this profeſſion: needy fo- 
reigners, without friends or characters 3 
broken traders; ladies of doubtful vir- 
tue; ladies waiting-maids; nay, even low ö 
and menial ſervants, have ſucceeded in | 
raiſing a boarding ſchool. What muſt we 
think of the negligence and eredulity of _ 
ſuch parents as intruſt their moſt pre- 


„% 


: 
— 


— 
3 
eee * 
49 


e 


cious treaſures, their children, the ſacred 


depoſits of heaven and their country, to 


the care of unknown — perhaps, ignorant, 

— perhaps, unprincipled people? 1 55 

Me do not mean to include all ati : 

{chools under this deſcription.; we.knoy 
that there are ſome, which anſwer every 
purpoſe of virtuous and ingenuous edu- 

: cation, ſuch as we ene qu and recom- 
mend z . 
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mend; but we inſiſt, that far the greater 
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number, are either uſeleſs, or pernicious, 


eſpecially to the lower claſſes of people: 


and even among thoſe of the better 


kinds, the attention is chiefly paid to 
external accompliſhments, while the mo- 
ral duties, and the ſocial virtues are neg- 


lected, or ſlightly attended to. au) 
How often do we ſee the young girls 
come from thoſe ſchools, full of pride, 


| vanity, and ſelf- conſequence !—ignorant 
of the duties and virtues of a domeſtic 


life, inſolent to their inferiors, proud and 


ſaucy to their equals, impertinent to their 


parents; without that ſweet modeſty and 


delicacy of mind and manners, which are 


the ſureſt guards of female virtue, and 


he beſt omens of their future characters 
as wives, mothers, and miſtrefles of fa» 


milies; and which nothing can compen- 
fate for the want of. 


the 
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the . cauſes of the 8 degene- 
racy of female manners, which our un- 


dertaking is intended to reform and to 
remedy. _ A 
We conceive, that itis very practicable 


to inculcate the higheſt principles of reli- | 
gion and virtue, and to blend them with 


the moſt elegant female accompliſhments, 
and the moſt uſeful ſocial and domeſtic 
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qualities; this, therefore, is the deſign 


ht — 


8 


and purpoſe of our new plan of female 
education: but this is not our only pur- 
poſe; we propoſe to extend the advan- 
tages of it ſtill further, to the general 


utility of the whole community. 
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We have obſerved from the increaſe of 
wad ſchools, and from the general 
ſtile of education among the middling 
and lower ranks of people, every degree 
educating their children in a way above 
their preſent circumſtance 8, and future ex- 

-  peftations ; 
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reflect, that their faults are not ori- 
ginally their own. How often are they 
feduced by deſigning men! or become the 
victims of their own credulity and inno- 


„% rr Ars or 


pectations; that a great number of young 
women come into the world without for- 
tunes ſuitable to their educations, and af- 
terwards, by the death or miſconduct of 


their friends, are expoſed to all the dan- 


gers of a deſerted and friendleſs ſituation. ; 
 — Their parents are, perhaps, juſtly pu- 


niſhed for their vanity and ambi: ion; but, 


ſurely, the unfortunate ſufferers are the 
objects of our tendereſt pity ; and if they 


fall into errors of conduct, we ſhould 


ö cence. How are they ſhunned and in- 
fulted by thoſe Who never experienced 


their trials. The retroſpect is painful; 
and it is increaſed by the conſideration of 
the numbers of victims thus ſacriſiced.— 

Among * we find the daughters of 


indigent 


4 


ay 
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indigent Hh of officers in the 
army and navy, of placemen of all kinds, 
and, in ſhort, of all whoſe incomes depend 
on their lives, and who generally. leave, 
their children unprovided r.. 47 0. 
Our preſent undertaking is partly de- 
ſigned to provide for theſe helpleſs, 
friendleſs, deſlitute young women, to take 
dhem from the dangers that ſurround them, 
to give them habits, of induſtry and em- 
5 ploy ment, to give them ſome buſineſs for 
their future ſupport, and, finally, to make 
them uſeful and en members of ſo- 
ciety. _ 246 
Theſe, atk many ak ok and | uſefol 
purpoſes, are deſigned in this our Plan of 
| Female Education, which is. here offered 
to the public conſideration; if they appear 
_ worthy of encouragement, it 15 hoped they 
will meet with the aſſiſtance neceſſary 
to carry ſo great a deſign into execution 8 
we 


—— 4 k — one 


we claim the patronage and protection of 


the virtuous and generous, and we deſpiſe 


the attacks of the ignorant and malig- 
nant cenſurers of our Plan, conſcious 


of the rectitude and ated of our in- 


tentions. 


"Influenced by the conſiderations hw 


mentioned, ſeveral Ladies of unqueſtion- 5 


able characters and abilities, „ have de- 


termined to form a community, for the 
purpoſe of founding a Seminary of Fe- 
male Education upon the following Plan : 


They will enter into a yoluntary. en- 
gagement for three years, to be renewed 


at the end of the term; or, in caſe any 
perſon chooſes to be releaſed from her 
e eee ſhe may then be * from 
"Hl, 


* buy will 22 ſubſcribe a certain Fe 


of * reſ eſpeRtive n for the ſup- 


** 
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port and ſervice of the faid Commu- 
nity. | 


8 Community thus united, ſhall — 4 
or purchaſe a large and commodious 
houſe, in a convenient tuation; at a li- 


mited diſtance from a market town, but 


not in it; which they ſhall furniſh and 


prepare for the reception of boarders. 
Each of the Ladies ſhall apply for the 
particular department which ſhe deſires to 


undertake ; and her pretentions ſhall be 


examined, and decided by the. mont 
of the Community. _ | 
As ſoon as every department 18 filled up, 

the Ladies ſhall hold a Council every 
Monday morning, to compoſe the Rules 


a 


for governing the Society, and to conſult 


on the beſt methods of putting em! into 
execution. 4 N 
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The Offices 1 the Ladies T7 the Femat 
| Community. 


* THE Superior, or - Governeſs of the 
p Community, who ſhall be the head 
of it, ſhe' ſhall have two votes on 
every queſtion, and many privi- 
leges to be explained hereafter. 
U. Toe Treaſurer, who ſhall receive and . 
diſburſe the revenue of the Com- 
munity, and give a regular ac- 
4 cCeount of it. Fr 

u. The Superintendent of the Houſe- 
bold, who ſhall regulate and in- 

ſpect every department in it. 
n Governeſs of the Young Pupils, 


who ſhall direct their morale, 1 man- 


ners, and ſtudies. At: 
v. The Sub-Governeſs, who ſhall 8 
intend all their works, and con- 
ſtantly attend i in the — at cer- 


* tain hours. 
VL The. 
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VI. T be Houſe · keeper, who ſhall order 
in all the proviſions, direct the 


tables, and keep. the Weekly ac- 
count. 


VII. The Intendent 12 the Garden, and : 


all! its productions. 


VII. The Intendent of the Cellar, _ 
the Liquors of all Kinds, and who 


keeps an account. of them. -. 


IX. The Intendent of all the Works done : 
in the Community, particularly 
thoſe made and ſold for the benefit | 


of the poor young women in it. 


ſhall write all the letters in the 


name of it, and keep a journal of 


all the tranſactions in it from its 
foundation. b 


XI. The Accomptant, who ſhall keep a 


Ledger, and enter an account of 


the receipts and diſburſements. 
| XII. The Intendent of the Dairy and. 


Poultry- 
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Poultry-yard, who ſhall keep aw 
1 account of their * 


| After the "SR ſhall be efta. 
"bliſhed, there ſhall be as many young la- 
dies received and educated, as can be ac- 
commodated. They ſhall be the children 
b- people of good fortune, who will be 
expected to pay a handſome price for 
their board. They ſhall have every ad- 
vantage of the beſt education, without 
any of the dangers of a common boarding 
| ſchool.—The ftrifteſt attention ſhall be 
paid to their moral, and mental, as well as 
-perſonal improvements; and they ſhall be 
N taught every branch of uſeful knowledge ” 
in common life, to qualify them to govern 
and conduct a family. 


- Tticte: young ladies muſt, in all re- 
"ſpec conform to the Rules of the Com- 
- munity, and they muſt have every thing 
[ ry wear made by the ſervants of it. 


ub propitiac; that all kinds of ple 
for the uſe of the Community, ſhall bag 
done within 1 its own walls. 


It is propoſed, chat a certain number of 


young girls, the daughters of clergymen, 


officers in the army and navy, placemen, 


or any profeſſion whoſe parents have died 


in indigent circumſtances, and left them 


entirely deſtitute of any proviſion, ſhall be { 
received/ into this community for the 
term of ſeven years; to be employed in _ 


the Tervice of it during that time; and if 
their behaviour is approved, they ſhall 


receive proper teſtimonials, and other to-' 
kens of approbation, in proportion to the: 


ability of the Community to confer them, 


in order to promote their eſtabliſhment ; 
in their . buſineſs or pings - 


ment. 


During the t time of their reſidence i in the 


| Community , they ſhall receive all the ad- : 
vantages of tuition which are given to the 


H pupils 
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aps d of condition „ and ſhall be bt. 
ly employed in their affigned departments; 
and every one ſhall learn a trade, or bu- 
fineſs, for their future r and Pro- 
Viſion. 1 
There ſhall be one of each buſineſs hee 
mentioncd : 
1.— The Milner to the Community, and 
teacher of her art. | 
2.— The Mantua- maker, and teacher of 
4. the ame. | | 
3 —The Clear-ſtarcher, a Ry teacher of the 
flame, 
4.—T he Lace-maker, and teacher. 
.5.—The Stay-maker, and teacher. 
6. .—Embroiderer, and teacher of curious 
works. : 
| 7 —Plain-worker, and teacher. 
8 Spinner. of hemp and flax, and teacher. 
9 —Kanitter of thread, cotton, and worſ- 
ted hoſe, &c. . 
10.—1 he 


7 
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ebe Floriſt, ka makes flowers, and 


draws patterns for work. 


1 1.—Aſſiſtant to the Sub- governeſs, and | 


teacher in the ſchool. 
2.— Second Aſſiſtant to the 8 and 
teacher. 


I 3 Aſſiſtant to the Fast 


14. —Affiſtant to the Intendent of the 


Dairy, &c. 
If there ſhould be room "fir more, the 
| 5 muſt be occaſional aſſiſtants to the 


Community, in whatever department they 


may be wanted, and ſucceed to the trades | 


as the elder ones leave the Community. 
In order to avoid every incitement to 
pride, vanity, and ſelf-conceit, it is pro- 


poſed, that all the young pupils of this 


Community ſhall be cloathed in a neat 


plain uniform; and that neatneſs in the 


wearing it, ſhall be the .only mark of _ 
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The Aſſiſtants t to wear an inferior uni- 
4 


No kind of di 


dental advantages. 


It is propoſed, that rewards ſhall bs 
given to all who diſtinguiſh themſelves in 
any particular department, and that marks | 


of approbation ſhall be given publicly, at 


ſtated times of the year, to — 


the young pupils to deſerve them. 


Each of the Aſſiſtants ſhall have a cer - 


tain portion of time allotted them to work 


for the benefit of the community, and 
the money arifing from this allotment, 
_ hall be employed for the purpoſe of ſet- 
_tlivg the Aſſiſtants, when they are ſent 
Into the world ; either as a marriage * 
tion, or to eſtabliſh them i in their eſp Ce 
tive bufinefſes. ; 


The 


The ſervants, another wniform of in» 


ferior materials. 
I Bon ſhall be Been 
to children of birth, fortune, or r acci- 


pam |_ . 
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The young ladies ate to be encouraged 
to devote ſome part of their time to this 
| laudable purpoſe, but at their own option, 
that they may have the full merit of it. 
It will be neceſſary to appoint a Chap-- 
lain to the Community, and to have a 
Chapel within the houſe. The Chaplain 
to attend on Sundays and bolydays, but 5 
not to reſide in the houſe. io bien. 

One of the Ladies, Gorerneſſes * 15 
Community, ſhall read prayers every 
morning at ſtated hours. The prayers 
ſhall be ſelected from the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, with ſuch other oc- 
caſional ones as mall be appointed by: the 
Superior. 

The ſervants of the ce mall 
be choſen from the induſtrious poor, or 
ſuch perſons as have ſuffered by misfor- 
tunes. It is preſumed that ſuch perſons 
being under particular obligations to the 
Hz w 
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ky Community, would be likely to ſerve it 
faithfully. 2. | 
All the ſervants in the houſe ſhall, at 
leiſure hours, ſpin flax and hemp for 
the uſe of the Community ; and every one 
mall be allowed an hour every day, to ſpin 
for their own benefit; the money ſo 
earned to be ſaved for them, and to be 
: paid, with the intereſt, when they leave 
the Community, to ſupport them in age 
and ſickneſs. | 
It is alſo propoſed, that two viſiting. 
days ſhall be allowed every week; one 
for morning viſitors, who ſhall be received 
in a parlour, appropriated to that pur- 
poſe; where the Superior, or ſuch of the 
ladies as are appointed by her, I 
b the honours of the houſe.” nod <c 
- None of the: Pupils or Aſſiſtants ſhall 
receive or ſend any letters, without the in- 


ſpection of one or more of the ladies of the 
Community 


Every 
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Every perſon who defires to viſit the 
Community, or any of the Pupils of it, 


mult give notice, by a written note to the 


Superior a week before, and receive an 


anſwer appointing the time. 

There ſhall be a porter, a footman, a 
; E e an errand- man, attending the 
Community; ; and all the men ſervants 
ſhall be lodged out of the houſe, but with- | 
in the hearing of the houſe-bell at the ** 
. 

W Community ſhall hire or - purchaſe 
ads, contiguous to it, for every con- 
venient purpoſe. Ie; is preſumed that they 
will keep cows, to furniſh their houſe / 
with butter, cheeſe, milk, and cream.— 
They may allo keep hogs to very good 
account; alſo poultry of all kinds, to 
ſupply the table ; and to have every poſ- 
fible conveniency within themſelves. . 


i 


The Weekly Council ſhall extend theſe 


hints, and form them. into Rules ; and 
441. „ H 4 dal 
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ſhall add fach further regulations as ſhall 
be judged ny and broper * ir ; 
fervice. ö 55110 | 


Every . deſirous to promote or 
aſſt in this undertaking, ſhall fend their 
names and reſidence to the perſons and 
I * to be hereafter appointed. 
INI. Notice will be given in the pub- 
ws lic papers, when this Pian is near ROT 
4 E Put 1 into execution. 


The above Plan ght be mm farther 
. extended; and under the Patronage of 
1 ome Lady of | diſtinguiſhed Rank and 
Character, become a confirmed inſtitution. 
Iris ſuppoſed; that ladies in the firſt 
year of their widowhood—Ladies, whoſe 
huſbands are ſent abroad in public offices 
- Single ladies, who have not ſettled their 
plan of life — Ladies of more advanced 
age, who have 1 met with misfortunes or 
* and . to retire from 
| 5 4434 : | the 
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4 the mie lt is ſuppoſed, that many 
ladies of theſe, or other fituations, would 
be glad to retire to ſuch an aſylum. UE 
They ſhould not be admitted for leſs 
than a year; they muſt be people of un- 
ſpotted characters. They ſhould pay a 
good price for their board, and upon find- 
ing every requiſite for paſſing their time 
agreeably, it is preſumed, that from theſe 
might ariſe future benefactreſſes to the 
 -Bociety. 1 
Hints for the Govern of the Female | 
Community. 
' EVERY perſon who defires to be ad- 2 
mined into the Community, ſhall give in 
her name at a certain time, to be appoint- 
ed, with the ſums ſhe will advance and 
ſettle towards maintaining it. „ 
_ firſt twelve perſons ſhall —_— 
. the Siſterhood ; and to ſucceed {in turn to 
the office of ſuperior, i in preference to any 
that ſhall afterwards be admitted,  _. 
Was Hs 8 
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Every « one of the Siſters ſhall iris, 
at the leaſt, one hundred pounds for the 
outſet; and ſhall pay, yearly, twenty 
pounds into the treaſury of this Society. 
—It is ſuppoſed that it will, in due time, 


maintain itſelf, and provide for others. If 


every petty boarding ſchool can ſupport 


_ ſelf, ſurely an undertaking of ſo much 


greater extent, contrived with a view to 


the public utility, may do more. 


A large and commodious houſe ſhall 
be bought or hired for the purpoſes of the 
Community; ; it ſhould be within a few 
miles of a good market town, for the ſup- = 
ply of all things wanted for the uſes of 
the Community. 

The houſe ſhould be fired: up under the 
direktion of the Superior, who ſhall be 


choſen as ſoon as the number of twelve is 
completed. 


A Council af the Siſterhood ſhall be 


held every Monday morning, at ten 


o'clock, 
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o'clock, to conſult on the beſt method of 
putting the Rules into execution ; and-af- 
terwards for the well-governing | of the 
Community. | 
Each of the Siſters mall apply to che 1 
reſt, for the particular department ſhe 
propoſes to undertake; the pretentions to 
be decided by the majority. The Supe- 
_ rior ſhall have two votes. 
When every department 1s filled up, 
and the Siſterhood are ready ro undertake 
their reſpective offices, public notice ſhall 
+be given in the papers, and propoſals 
ſhould be printed for A N ew Seminary of 
F emale Education ; the advantages to be 
received from it ſhould be ſet forth, the 
terms offered, and the time appointed to 
receive the young pupils; in the mean 
time the Siſterhood ſhall engage the 
” proper Aſſiſtants, and all other perſons to 
be employed in the ſervice of the Com 
- munity, 


wa LANE 


In the country, the pupils muſt not pay 
| Nas than thirty pounds a year, and two 
Fguineas entrance; but thoſe near the ca= FF 
pital, muſt pay fifty pounds a year, and 1 
Five guineas entrance; as all the teachers 
muſt be paid 1 in the ſame proportion; all 
other expences are to be included of all 
inds whatſoever. 
All the teachers in the Seminary are to 
be females, whether of dancing, e | 
none language, &c. | 5 
"The pupils may alſo be tavght; if re- 
Ae, clear-ſtarching, ironing, paſtry, 
a econfectionary, cookery, &c. at the deſire 
of their parents or guardians. LES 
All the young pupils are to have every 
3 thing they wear made in the Community, 
by the young perſons _—_— in its ſer- 
vice. 586 5 | 


It is ſuppoſed, that all the poor young | 
"maidens, educated in the Community, 


are, at their diſmiſſion, to have a marriage 
111 2 4 L 1 


portion, 5 


ſpective buſineſſes. 3 
| Each of the Aſſiſtants is to Bite a 


young perſon under them, in training to 
their particular art, and as a ſucceſſor to 
them, whenever they ſhall leave the e ; 


munity. 
When the e ſhall hates mila 


1 fund ſufficient, the intereſt of it is to be 


appr opriated to the. Afi ſtants, to provide 


bliſhment ; and all the extra works done 


in the Community ſhall be devoted. to 
this purpoſe. Every Sunday after morn- 
ing ſervice, there ſhall be a collection of 


alms, for the relief of the unfortunate 


poor. 

Every ſervant i in the Community ſhall 
be allowed an hour every evening to work 
for themſelves, and another hour to 
earn ſomething to lay by for themſelves, 
when they ſhall be diſmiſſed, 
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neben elſe to be ſer up: in their re- 


F 
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The Superior ſhall be called the . 
of the Community. 

The Siſterhood, by the name of b Siſter, 
with the proper addition. 
The Aſſiſtants, by their proper names, 

-without any addition. 

The Young Pupils, Miſs, or Mademoi- 

ſelle, with their proper names. 

The Superior, or one of the Siſterhood 
by her appointment, ſhall read prayers : 
twice every day; at ten o'clock in the 

morning, and at eight in the evening, 
when all the Community (except ſuch as 
cannot be ſpared from their er of- 
fices) are to attend. EYE | wu 
The prayers ſhall be ſelected- ſrom the 
Rr of the Church of England, with 
ſuch other prayers as ſhall be ſelected by 
the Superior; ; thoſe of Riſhop Hoadly are 


| recommended. 


The de mall toll five minutes 
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to give notice of prayers, a d all that at- 


tend, muſt come exactly to the time. 


While the Community is in its infancy, 
it muſt go on Sundays to the pariſh 
church, where ſeats muſt be appropriated, 
or, perhaps built for them; but when it 
is grown too large to be accommodated, 
it will be proper to ſolicit the patronage of 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, to honour him 
with the title of its Protector, and to re- 
queſt him to appoint a e to ** 
Community. 
The Superior mall on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays, either before or after prayers, read 
an exhortation to thoſe who attend, upon 
the religious, moral, and ſocial duties, and 
enforce the ſtricteſt obſervance of them 3 
ſhe may ſelect from the works of the beſt 
| writers, MONEY give obſervations 
of her own. _ od 
There ſhall be a room appointed for a 
ſchool-room, another for the refectory.— 
The 
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The Pop mall dine at an w early hour, 
ſuppoſe one o'clock, and then return to 
the ſchool room ; after they riſe, the 
Teachers and Aſſiſtants ſhall fit down ' 
| the ſame table, and then all retire to the 
_”+ ſchool room, or walk i in the garden with 
. [ * che pupils, if the weather permits; and all 
nl of them ſhall be allowed an hour for exer- 
ciſe and amuſement before they return to 
their work; and the ſame before dinner. 
—There ſhall be a ſecond dinner ready at 


Li 9 os OY 1 


three o clock for the Boarders and the Sif- 


——ͤ— — 
I. 


terhood, excepting ſuch of them as ſhall 


i; chooſe to dine early, and ſuch as are ap- 
pointed to preſide over the early tables, 
which mall be taken in rotation by all the 
Siſterhood, excepting the Superior. 
| Some of the ſervants ſhall dine after the 

early tables, others after the late ones, as 
hey can be ſpared from their offices. 

The hours of the Pupils, Teachers, and 


Amd, ſhalt be regulated, and tated 
hours 
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hours appointed for tu _— exerciſe, 
play, &c. 
When the rules of the c are 
eſtabliſhed, certain penalties ſhall be en- 
joined for every infringement of them.—If 
any Pupil, Teacher, Aſſiſtant, or Servant, 
ſhall commit a fault of conſequence, the 
Superior ſhall reprove her privately for the 


firſt offence ; for the ſecond, before the 
whole Siſterhood ; for the third, the ſhall 
be expelled the Community. 5 5 
If any of the Siſterhood ſhall defire to 
leave the Community, ſhe ſhall declare it, 
and her reaſons, before the Siſterhood ; 3 7 
and if fully reſolved to go, ſhe ſhall be re- 
leaſed by the Superior, and another choſen 


to ſupply her place; and if any of them 
ſhould behave ſo as to give offence to all 
the reſt, ſhe ſhould be exhorted by the 
Superior to amend, or elſe to withdraw 
from the Community; and the reaſons 
hall not be declared, or known, except to 

AAT TA „ the 
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the Sitterhood, ſo that her retreat wall 
appear to be voluntary, to the reſt of the 
Community. 


* 
Eg "20. . + 1 . 


All thoſe perſons 85 peruſe this Plan, 
and a are inclined to encourage it, are de- 
fired to propoſe ſuch improvements as 
they e can ſuggeſt, means of reducing it to 
practice, and rules for the well- governing 
1 the propoſed Community. 


mene 
LETTER XV. 
| LADY A=—, TO MRS. DARNFORD, 


FOUR Plans, my dear friend, have 


afforded me much entertainment, 


and much matter for reflection. Be you 
angry or pleaſed, I could not forbear ane, 
mung them to my Lord. 
It is eaſy to ſee by your . 15 by 
% your gliding through the ſubject, when 
ever you are obliged to ſpeak of him, 
that you have not cordially forgiven 
the affronts you received from him; 
but: I flatter myſelf that I ſhall have the 
bonour and - pleaſure to reconcile you tos 
gether, and that he ſhall be your true 
friend, and the ſervant of your virtues, 
for the remainder of your lives. — Lou 
muſt not deny me this favour; my heart 
is ſet upon it ; and if I cannot effect it, I 


ſhall be grieved and eee in 
* 
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ſhort, I ſhall be ſick, and I cannot wy what 
may not happen to me. | | 
My Lord has a great and real eſteem . 

for you, and though he always thought 
highly of you, he did not Imagine you 
had ever thought ſo deeply upon lubjefs . 
of public utility and i importance. 
nle honours and admires you for your 
|  liberality and benevolence, and you will 
have the benefit of bis remarks upon your 
writings; which will be of 'infinitely more 
ſervice to you, than any thing I can ſay, 
in return for your valuable preſent. 
Tou are to underſtand, however, that 
in giving my Lord's opinion, I give 
you alſo my own, expreſſed to advantage 3 
and that I reſerve to myſelf a right to add 
whatever I pleaſe without his ſeeing i „ i/') 
All your Plans are expreſſive of huma- 
nity and benevolence, but your laſt ſhows Z 
a knowled ge of mankind, and endeavours 


xpvear rox. 


165 
to bse to a reformation of the man- 
ners of the times. 7 

The only doubt is of the pradticabilty * 
is it poſſible to draw together twelve wo» 
men all of one mind Will they unite in 
the executive parts you have allotted them 

Il heartily wiſh that ſuch Communities 

could be eſtabliſhed; but I fear the paſ- 
fions and prejudices of both ſexes, would 

_ unite to depreciate the * and to de- 

feat your deſigns. „ „ 

My Lord ſays, that your echter knbours 
are for your own ſem, and that you have 
not given ſo much attention to the other; 
he defires to know your opinions of the 
beſt education for boys, and particularly 
on the great queſtion yet undecided, whe- 
ther public or private education is the beſt? 

He hopes you will further enlarge on that 

of both ſexes in the upper ranks of life. 

Il am convinced that your philanthropy 
extends to all ranks 1 degrees.—If I 

- harboured 
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to the young woman who at preſent is the 
companion to my daughters, would re- 


harboured a doubt, your kind attention 

I move it, for it is inexpreſſibly Kind in you 

| to think of her, a perſon unknown to you, 
andonly mentioned accidentally. 

| When we meet in London, we will ſet- 


tle all theſe points, and I will meet you 


upon your own ground, and try which of 


us ſhall get the better in 2 acts of friendſhip 
and generoſity. 


The winter comes on apace; when may 


I expect you in town ?—You may bring 


up the reſt of your papers; for though I 


value your correſpondence in a very high 


degree, I hold the opinion of M. Mari- 


vaux, that the ſociety of people of genius 


is ſaperior to their writings, and I long for 


your company. — Do not ſuppoſe from 
what I have ſaid, that I mean to acquit you 


of your promiſe z by no means.—Con- 
tinue van gunſenipta, and bring your ſub- 


ject 


and. 1 
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ject fairly to a concluſion. Write to me 
till you come to London. Though I am 
impatient to ſee you, I will not diſpenſe 
with one line of your writings. EE 

All that are dear to me wiſh to be fo to 
you, but ef pecially 


Your obliged and affectionate n 
 Lovisa A 


LETTER 


LT TER XVbL 
MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A=——, 


"HAT ſhall I fay to Lady A—, 


| remonſtrances, to ſhow my letters to her 
Lord, and to convey his remarks and fur- 
ther expectations to me ?—Her conduct 
reminds me of what Miſs Grandiſon ſays 
to Miſs Byron, and in her words will I re- 


prove Lady A— : | 
e No married woman will 1 truſt with what lies in 
« the innermoſt fold of my heart. Their huſbands are 
c always the wiſer for what they know; and they, 


« becoming both tempters and accuſers, laugh at us, 
% and make it wonderful for a woman to wp a 


60 ſecret.” .. 
a Vol. I. Letter 37. 


But reproof and remonſtrance ſignify 
nothing; you ſtill perſevere, and ſtill hold 
me to my promiſe. I muſt ſay that you 


are arbitrary; but though I murmur, I 


_ obey. 


who continues, in defiance of my 


There 
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There is one circumſtance | in your con- 
duct that gives me pleaſure, as it proves 
the entire confidence that ſubſiſts between 
you and your Lord. It is difficult to 
withhold any thing from thoſe we love 
beſt; and in happy marriages it can n hardly 


be otherwiſe. 


1 cannot yet come to town. 1 have let= 
lers from Captain Maurice, whom you will 
remember- as the perſecutor of Madame- 
di Soranzo. He promiſes to meet me there 
in February. I ſhall carry his ward, Miſs 
Brady, with me, as he wiſhes to ſee her. 
—He has promiſed to reſign all preten- 


| tions to the property of Donna Iſabella ; 


and if the requires it, he will join with 
her in the fale of her eſtate at D—-. Mrs. 
| Striftland has urged us ſo warmly and ſo 
Z kindly to be her neighbours, that we have 
conſented ; ; ſhe is fitting up a houſe which 

' ſhe has lately purchaſed for us, and her 
houſe is to be-our home till it is ready ta 
. 11 receive 
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receive us. I have offered to accompany 
Donna Iſabella to Naples, if ſhe would 
prefer a final ſettling there. Her anſwer 
was this: Not unleſs you will ſtay. 
with me there; your company is the firſt 
bleſſing of my life, and nothing ſhall in- 

| duce me to part with it. I will ſay with 
the widowed Naomi, — © T hy people 
ſhall be my people, and thy God ſhall be 
my. God.” —She wept while ſhe. ſpoke ; 
and embracing me, demanded, if I wiſhed 
to ſend her from me. I aſſured her, that 
I only meant it as a trial of her own in- 
clination, before we removed to a new ha- 
bitation; and that I would never leave 
her, but at her own deſire. She ſaid 
& then nothing but death ſhall ever part 
us. I renewed my promiſe to her. 
Miſs Brady is uneaſy left her guardian 
Would take her ſrom me. I tell her ſhe has 


no reaſon for this apprehenſion ; Miſs Strict- 
od and the have commenced an early 
L t.itiend- 
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5 fiendibip, which I approve, and hope it 
Vill laſt to the end of their lives; they fear 
nothing ſo much as being ſeparated. Patty 
Martin is my adopted daughter; it is in- 
cumbent on me to provide for her, as I have 
taken her away from her family. I am 
the ſteward and manager for theſe three 
perſons, and my tendereſt cares and atten- 
tions are devoted to them. h 
I have many things to do for their ſer- 
vice, and I muſt order my coming to 5 
town ſo as will be moſt convenient for 
this purpoſe. I have written to Mrs. 

Langſton, and told her my reaſons for 
delaying my coming till after Chriſtmas; 3 
the gives a reluctant acquieſcence, _ 

In the interim, 1 ſhall. have leiſure to : 
tranſcribe the reſt of my papers, to fulfil 
my promiſe to your Ladyſhip, and to con- 
elude all that I mean to fag: . 

ſubject. + od tc 
I find myſelf obige to — to and 

e * Ss bans... 
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things i in your laſt favour : I do not take 
to myſelf the firſt claim to my principal 
plan; it is extracted from thoſe who have 
gone before me; but I have endeavoured : 
to prune away all the romantic and 1 im- 
practicable parts, and only to retain what 
is reaſonable and practicable.—l do not 
ſee why twelve women may not agree un- 
der the direction of one ſuperior. If they 
were all to be equal in power, it might 
| | create a jealouſy ; but under an acknow- 
ledged ſuperior, they would ſubmit to be 
governed. 
In all communities, little or great, there on 
muſt be a head; and this point once ſet- 
led, is ſettled for ever. There are actu- 
ally ſuch communities in many parts of 
the world; I have been told there have 
been more than one in England in the 
0 preſent century. I could with that one 
| ſuch was eſtabliſhed in every county, and 
| mapa other n ſchools were anni- 
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bilated. I have thoughts of laying this 
Plan before the public, and wo their 

judgment upon it. 1 
I ] confeſs that my chief labours are for 
my own ſex ; I conſider it as a duty 3 
them; nevertheleſs, when this taſk is per- 
formed, I wall venture a few remarks for 
the other. 5 

Though I have ſ poken againſt Posting | 
ſchools i in general, I am convinced that 
there are ſome that are what they ovght 
to be; and there are many young: people 
in ſituations that make it proper and even 

neceſſary to place them where they may 

receive the advantages of a liberal educa- 
tion. Young girls who are depri ved of their 
mothers, and have no relations that can or 
will ſupply the mother 8 place Thoſe who 
come to good fortunes unexpectedly, and 
want to be qualified to ſupport them pro- 
perly—Thoſe whoſe fathers marry again, 
{for i it is ſeldom that a mother-in-law will 
3 1 4 __ - take 
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take the trouble of the childrens” educa- 
tion.) 
ö | Many young Ladies are ſent from the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies to receive education 
in England, and (till my ſeminaries are 
eſtabliſhed) it is neceſſary there ſhould be 
ſchools for them. It is much to be wiſhed, 
| that in theſe ſchools they would pay more 
attention to morals and principles than to 
| ornamental qualities. : 
It is not ſufficient that they learn no- 
thing wrong, that they are kept from evil 
of every kind; they ſhould be taught, 
that all their happineſs, preſent and fu- 
ture, depends upon virtue; their moral, | 
ſocial, and relative duties, ſhould be 
ſtrongly and frequently inculcated, and 
rewards and puniſhments given with a 
view to theſe, rather than to ſuperficial 
| accompliſhments. Pride and vanity are 
weeds that grow more or leſs in all human . 
hearts, they ſhould be checked, where 
ee bes id 


—— 
* , 
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they are moſt encouraged. Simplicity of 
dreſs and manners ſhould be eſtabliſhed; 

E ſhould recommend a plain and neat 
uniform for the ſcholars, to prevent the 
emulation of vanity in them; there ſhould | 
be a perfect equality obſerved in the treat · 
ment of them, and no kind of reſpect 
paid to ſuperior birth or fortune. 

F here is a line of beauty in every thing 
—a medium between a low and ſordid ſtile 
of dreſs, and the wild extravagancies of fa- 
ſhion. Among the genteel kind of Qua- 
kers who have emerged from the ori- 
ginal ſtiffneſs of that ſect, I have fre- 
quently obſerved that neatneſs and ele- 
gance, that conſtitutes the true ſimplex. 
munditii ; like real beauty, it has ſtruck. 
the eyes of all that beheld it, and has ex- 
torted applauſe even from thoſe who were 
determined not to follow it. A woman 

of refined taſte, who adapts the faſhions 
144 
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to her perſon, rather than her perſon to 
the faſhions, will always be more admired 
than the whoſe Row is overwhelmed with 
them. N 8 | 
It is time enough when young ladies 
are taken from ſchool, to let them be ini- 
tiated into the myſteries of faſhion; perhaps 
they may, by that time, have acquired a 
bias in favour of ſimplicity of dreſs and 
manners that may attend them through 
8 
And now, my hone Lady A "ſe am 


going to give you a Plan of © DE 


extracted from my principal one, by che 
defire of a lady, who has actually proved 
it to be practicable by putting it into 
She did me the honour to 


practice.— 
invite me to take a ſhare of it; but 
having eſcaped from the inconveniencies 
of my former fituation, and being engaged 
in a different walk, I declined it. I have 
2 very Wiek opinion of this lady, and 
think 
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think her every way qualified for the un- 
dertaking. CI 

Leaving this Plan to your conſider | 


tion 5 


1 remain, f 
"Dow Ladyſhip 8 obedient ſervant, 
F. Danuxronp. . 
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nE PLAN OF | 
AS SEMINARY OF FEMALE EDUCATION, 


Which was opened at Tottenham, IMA. 
BY — M. SCRIVEN. 


IN THE YEAR 2788. 


« THE defects of the preſent ſyſtem 
© of Female Education are generally ac- 
% knowledged by all who think ſeriouſly 
upon this important ſubje& : they are 
too apparent in the manners of the wo- 
men of theſe times. 
** Engliſh Ladies have been 1 5 
bc above any in Europe, for the modeſty 
of their dreſs ;—the purity, and even 
ſanctity, of their manners. There are 
many individuals who ſuſtain the na- 
tional reputation; but yet it is evi- 
”w dent, that the mangers of our Country» 


cc 


«© women 
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women, in general, exhibit a great an 


alarming alteration within the pre- 
ſent century. T he moſt common ob- 
ſerver cannot but ſce and lament the 


public victims of pride, vanity, and 


folly; to ſay nothing of the train 


of more deſtructive vices which have 


diſgraced the annals of female cha- 
racter within the laſt fifty years * 
theſe are too notorious to leave any 
room to doubt the truth of the preſent 


declenſion of manners in this country. 
© Thoſe honourable and worthy exam- 
ples who ſupport and aſſert the national 


character, perceive and lament this 
alarming alteration, are ſolicitous to in- 
veſtigate the cauſes of it, and to ſeek 


for a remedy : they ardently ſeek to 


ſtop the progreſs of vice and folly : t 

| preſerve the rifing generation from the 
contagion of bad example; the abſur- 
* dities arifing from a falſe education; 


16 is ang 
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6. and to reſtore the national character of 
© virtue, modeſty, and diſcretion. Un- 
der the patronage of theſe moſt reſpe&t- 
Fable Ladies we preſume to offer to 
| < th<&p1 blic an attempt to rectify ſome of 
WM thoſe errors which have been ſanctified 
© by cuſtom ; and have, therefore, long 
£©. paſſed unnoticed. + „ 
- © The firſt cauſe of this national de- 
K. al manners, ariſes from a bad me- 
& thod of education: the ſecond, from 
ec bad examples after this education is 
5 finiſhed —Leaving the latter to thoſe 
**, whoſe province it is to correct the mo- 
4 rals of the age, we ; confine ourſelves 
5 to the firſt article. — 
People of condition give up their 
6. children very early to the care of ſer- 
6 yants and nurſes : perſons generally i ig 
norant and uninformed, frequently un- 
6“ principled, who prevent the ſeeds of 


re virtues from germinatiog, and 


f N fr" 
LY 


1 * bring 
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＋ bring f end the weeds of dd ſelf- 


cc 


cc 


as. 


66 


«6 


© will, artifice, and every bad paſſion and 
propenfity. From the nurſery they are 


ſent to ſchool, where they are ſuppoſed 
to learn the rudiments of morals] „ 


ners, every uſeful virtue, and every 
cc 


ornamental accompliſhment : but alt 
muſt depend upon the perſons to whoſe 


care they are entruſted. When we con- 
fider how very few are duly qualified 


for this ſacred truſt, we need not won 


der at the miſchiefs that ariſe from the 


miſconduct, or abuſes in the diſcharge 
of it. They are ſuch as have often 


been remarked upon by thoſe who have 


been ſufferers by them ; or by thoſe | 


who have ſeen and felt the effects of 


them upon any in whoſe fate they. 


were intereſted. It is not in this little 


eſſay that we mean to enumerate them; 
none who think ſeriouſly, can be igno- 
e 
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© rant of them; we ſhall only juſt point 
te out the cauſes, and then {eek for a a re- 


_ E: nay for thoſe evils. | 
When we conſider the great increaſe 


of common boarding-ſchools, we ſhalt 
cc not be ſurpriſed at the numerous mif- 
8 chiefs ariſing from them. In every 
* town, village, and even hamlet, there 
© js one or more perſons who take upon 
& themſelves the great and important 
ec charge of female education : over their 
& doors may be ſeen in letters of gold, 
© A Boarding School for Young Ladies. 

Adventurers of all kinds have found 
hs reſources in this profeſſion. Needy 
* foreigners, without friends or recom- 
*, mendation,—ladies' upper ſervants, — 
& broken traders,—ladies of loſt reputa- 
( tion, —nay, even menial ſervants, have 
* ſucceeded in raifing ſchools of this 
0 kind: what muſt we think of the neg- 

As ligence 
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ligence and credulity of ſuch parents, 
who intruſt their moſt precious tre- 
ſures, their children „the ſacred depo- 


ſits of heaven and their country, to the 


care of an unknown, ignorant, and, 


too frequently, unprincipled people; 
who return them back in a ſtate that 
often obliges them to wiſh them igno- 


rant of all that they have learned ?p— - 
We do not, however, mean to include 


all boarding-ſchools under this deſcrip- 


© tion. We know that there are ſome 
cc that anſwer. every purpoſe of ingenu- 


ous and virtuous education ; ſuchas we 


with to promote and recommend ; 'but 
we | ſtill inſiſt, that there are far more 


that are either pernicious, or fall very 
ſhort of the advantages expected from 


them. 


35 Among thoſe of the better kinds, 
tc the attention is chiefly, if not en- 
e tirely, directed to external accom pliſhe 


6 notion; 
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ments; while the moral duties and « 
n virtues are neglected. We daily 
te fee young people come from theſe 
4 ſchools, filled with pride, vanity, and 
"lb ſelf-conſequence ignorant of every 
tc neceffiry duty, and every uſeful qua- 
* lity in domeſtic life; —inſolent co their 
£ equalsandinferiors; rejecting every kind 
of reſtraint ; and void of that modeſty, 
£ humility, and delicacy of mind,-which 
© are the ſureſt guards of female vir- 
« tue, and the beſt pledges of their fu- 
cc ture conduct in life, as wives, mothers, 
* and worthy members of ſociety. 
„Having traced theſe evils to their 
4 ſources, we ſhall offer to the public our 
tc beſt endeavours towards a remedy for 
them. a | 
« We conceive that it is practicable 
c to inculcate the higheſt principles of 
religion and virtue, and to blend them 
with the moſt elegant and moſt uſeful 
“ female 


„ 


E 


ce 
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female accompliſhments ; and this is 
our aim in offering to the public © our 
plan of female education. 


With theſe important objects con- 


e ſtantly in view (under the ſanction of 


-» 


cc 


a 


many ladies the moſt reſpectable; of 
rank, fortune, and character) ſeveral 
ladies of unblemiſhed characters and 


unqueſtionable abilities, ſome of whom 


have had the honour of educating 


young ladies of the firſt diſtinction, 


and can produce credentials of indiſ- 
putable authority, have determined to 


open a Seminary of Education, upon 
a plan different from any boarding- 
School, in many reſpects, in a pleaſant 


and healthy ſituation; within ſuch a 


diſtance from London, as will enſure 
the attendance of d beſt maſters of 


all kinds. 
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THE TERMS. 


hb or boarding, waſhing &c. learning 

* grammatically the French, Englith, 
and Italian languages; the belles-let- 
tres; the uſe of the globes ; hiſtory, . 
muſic, dancing, ſinging, drawing, and 


painting; every uſeful and faſhionable 
kind of needle-work ; books, threads, 


tapes, needles, and every other neceſ- 
ſary, Firry Povxps a year.— Holi- 
days twice a year, Chriſtmas and Mid- 
ſummer :—at the latter there will be a 
public examination of the young pu- 

pils, by perſons of approved judg- 
ment and ability, and rewards given : 
to diſtinguiſhed merit in every depart- 


ment. 


« Each child ſhall have a ſeparate . 
and in caſe of ſickneſs, proper apart- 
ments in a part of the houſe, un- 

connected, 


cc 


(e 


(e 
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connected, with the reſt of it; every 


medical aſſiſtance, and proper at- 


tendance. 


In order to na the benefits. of 


te 


«c 


"=" - 


ce 
” 
ec 
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this Seminary, it is propoſed to ad- 
mit young ladies, who, either from 
want of opportunity, or neglect or 
the means of inſtruction, are under 
the neceſſity of applying for it at 
a later ſeaſon of life, and who have 
objections to mixing with pupils 
younger than themſelves. Upon theſe. 


conſiderations, the Ladies are deter- 


mined to receive ſuch boarders, * 
they can conform to the rules of _ 


| houſe. 


„Such perſons mall receive al 6 ad- 


cc 


- CC 


cc 


vantages, without being obliged to at- 
tend the claſſes; and perſons, duly qua- 


* lified, will be appointed to attend them 
b; 


in their own nn, to give them 
1 8 85 my private 
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ec ns leſſons, and every inftruRtion 
* they can require. 
* They ſhall pay Fiery Pouxps a 


& year, finding their own wine, fire; can- 


46 ales and waſhing. 


N. B. No money to 5 tember or r fer- 
* vants.“ 


1 * 
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MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A— 


OUR Ladyſhip already knows my 

opinions concerning the education 
of females of rank and fortune; and I am 
ſo happy as to know that you agree with 
me, that it is beſt to have a governeſs for 
them, under the eye and ſuperintendency 
of a mother. Maſters of all kinds may 
be had at proper times; and their educa- 
tion may be completed at home. 


But there is an error predominant in 
our days that of bringing them out too 
early, which both parents and children 
generally find cauſe to repent of.— They 
are ſeen too much, and too often, and 
made cheap in the eyes of men. I fear 


" much oftener promotes celibacy than 
marriage. | 


Mothers, 1 
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Mothers, *tis ſaid, in days of old, 
Eſteem'd their girls more choice than gold. 
Too well a daughter's worth they knew, 
To make her cheap by public view. 
None who their diamonds” value weigh, 
Expoſe thoſe diamonds every day. | 
Then, when Sir Plume drew near and ſmil'd, 
The parent trembled for her child; 


Ib!be firſt advance alarm'd her breaſt, 


And fancy pick'd out all the reſt.— 
But now, no mother fears a foe, 


No daughter ſhudders at a beau. 


Corrox's Vrsroxs. 


Another error 1 ſhall mention, is chat 


of allowing young girls to receive com- 
pany, and return viſits by themſelves.— 


How can they improve by the company 


* 


of thoſe of their own age? On the con- 
trary, it renders the ſociety of thoſe fur- 


ther advanced in life irkſome to them, 
and lays a foundation for that diſreſpect 
to old age which i is the certain criterion 
of a declenſion of manners, and which is 
to be ſcen too often in theſe days. Young 
ladies ought not to receive company but 


in the Preſence of their mother or gover- 


neſs ; , 


6 


* 
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| neſs ; ; nor mould it be permitted too o often 


even upon theſe terms. 
Falſe indulgence is the ruin of more 
young people, than too much reftraint.— 
I was arguing this point one day with a 
lady, who maintained that I could not be 
a competent judge of this, becauſe I was 


not a mother. I replied, that I was the 
more likely to be unbiafled ; but I will 
give, ſaid I, another and ſtronger reaſon 


againſt falſe indulgence.— I never knew a 
perſon of either ſex that was grateful to 
the parent who ſpoiled them : on the | 
contrary, they always lay the blame of all 
their faults at that perſon's door. I refer 


this truth to your Ladyſhip's conſidera- 


tion. I believe it to be unanſwerable. 
In the time of infancy and childhood, 
an implicit obedience ſhould be exacted; 


this ſpares much trouble both to the child 


and parent, I have ſeen a child and its 


parents contending for the ſame points 


every 
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every day: but a habit of obedience pre. 
vents all altercation, and the child is made 
happier than it would be otherwiſe.— This 
habit continues after the reſtraint is abated; 

as reaſon gathers ſtrength, what pleaſure, 
what pride does the child feel at being 
| admitted to the friendſhip of the parents, 

to converſe with them freely, to be con- 
vinced that they were only reſtrained for 


| their own benefit ! and till reaſon ſhould 


come to their aid, what love, what reſpect 
will they feel for their parents !—This ha- 
bit of obedience confirmed and eſtabliſhed 
by reaſon, will rather increaſe than leſſen, 
and will continue all their lives. Nothing 
can be more diſagreeable than an hu- 
moured child, who thinks itſelf the firſt 
perſon in company, and expects every 


kind of attention, while it pays none to 
any.— One of theſe was in a party that 
went to the houſe of an eminent painter: 


the company talked of the pictures, and 
criticiſed 
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criticiſed them ;—the child was uneaſy 
and diflatisfied ; at laſt it ſaid to its aunt, 
I with we were gone away from this houſe ; | 
nobody talks to me; nobody takes notice 
of me. A polite and agreeable child, on 
the contrary, pays every attention to others, 
and is grateful for thoſe it receives : both 
of theſe ſnew their bringing up, and reflect 
honour or diſgrace upon thoſe who have | 
had the care of their childhood. | | 
As the child approaches to womanhood, 
it is of the utmoſt conſequence, that the 
parent ſhould obtain her friendſhip and 
confidence, that the ſhould pour out the 
moſt ſecret thoughts of her heart into the 
boſom of her parent: Where this charm- 
ing friendſhip is eſtabliſhed, the maiden 
will ſeek for no other confident; and thus 
a number of dangers incident to this criti» 
| cal period of life, will be avoided. Here 
again J refer your Ladyſhip to Madame 
R 4 Almane, 


£1 
. ” 
* 3 
1 
if 

J 
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d'Almane, whoſe treatment of her Ade- 


laide is a pattern to all mothers. 


I am not a competent judge of the 


manners of the great; I can only take 
my knowledge from that of others; but 
from what has been advanced by the wri- 


ters of late years, it ſhould ſeem that they 


ſtand in need of a reformation as much, 


if not more than any other degree, becauſe 


of the influence they have u pon the lower 


orders. 


Here I beg leave to recommend to 


your Ladyſhip two pamphlets, one called 


Thoughts on the Importance of the 


Manners of the Great; ; the other An 
Eſtimate of the Religion of the faſhiona- 
ble World.— They are imputed to a lady 


| whoſe writings have done honour to our 
ſex, and to human nature, Mrs. Hannah | 
More. 
There is another miſtake in the educa- 5 
tion of the youth * both ſexes that of 
| n 


: | . 
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putting into their hands books above their 
years and underſtandings; by the reading 
of theſe, they ſeem by the partial parents 
to acquire a prematurity of knowledge, 
while they are in reality far more ignorant 
than thoſe who advance ſlowly and ſurely, 
whoſe underſtandings are gradually culti- 
vated, and whoſe reaſon is gently aſſiſted, 
till it attains its full maturity. 1 
If a child is fond of reading, it ſhould | 
be indulged with diſcretion, and not ſuf- 
fered to hurt its health, or overload its 
mind. If it has no aſpirations after learn- 
ing, it ſhould never be compelled to read 
more than duty requires. The preceptor, 
or governeſs, ſhould watch over the facul- 
| ties of the mind as they unfold them; 
ſelves, and give them a free and proper 
direction. | 
It is not neceſſary for women to be 
doctors of theology, profeſſors of arts and 
ſciences, or philoſophers. . T here i is a de- 
Ka . . 
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gree of knowledge that may become every 
ſtation in life; but there is a line of beauty 
in this, as in every thing elſe, and all 
| beyond it is curvature and deformity. N 
There is a kind of deſultory reading | 
that has a tendency to render young peo- 
ple pert and opiniated, vain of a ſuper- 
ficial knowledge of a few things that 
every body knows as well as themſelves : 
but true knowledge 1 makes them modeſt 
and humble. „ 


« A little learning is a ls thing; 


« Drink deep, or taſte not the Pierian ſpring. 
There ſhallow drafts intoxicate the brain, 


And largely drinking ſobers us again. 
: — >. 


It is incumbent on all parents, guar- 


' dians, and perceptors, to give young 
people a taſte for good reading, to let 
them read nothing but what is excellent 7 
of its kind, and by thus forming their 
taſte, to teach them to deſpiſe paltry books 
of every Kind, When they come to ma- 
1  turity, 
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writy, they will of courſe- aſpire to read 


the beſt, and throw aſide all others. 


I * ſend encloſed a liſt of the books I 
recommended to Miſs Beliza Haughton, | 
as proper for young ladies growing up to 

womanhood. Your Ladyſhip will give 


me your opinion of them, and ſelect ſuch 
as may be uſeful to your young ladies, 


when they are of years to comprehend 


them. For this time I will take my leave, 


being always your Jay < moſt obe- 


dient ſervant, 


Frances DArNFORD. 


85 See School for Widows, Vol. II, Page 43. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To MRS. DARNFORD TO LADY A—. 


F the manners of a nation depend on 
| the education of its youth, and if the 
proſperity of a nation depends on its virtue, 

ſurely it muſt be the duty of thoſe who 
aſſume the title of parents of their people, 
and take to themſelves at leaſt a fourth 
part of their property to ſecure to them 
the remainder, to found, to protect, main- 
tain, and preſide over ſeminarics of educa- 
tion; this office confers more real glory 
than that of conquerors and warriors, 
deſtroyers of mankind, 

Among thoſe who have obtained honour 
of this kind, I will firſt ſ peak of Madame de 
Maintenon, the undoubted wife of Louis 
XIV. She had the ſpirit, though not the 
title of a queen, and fulfilled all the duties 
of that elevated ſtation ; but ſhe had been 


educat ed. 
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educated in the ſchool of adverſity, which 
proves and confirms all the virtues of the 
heart. As ſoon as ſhe had taken poſſeſſion 
of her eſtate of Maintenon, ſhe erected a 
ſchool there for female children, and ap- 
pointed Madame de Brinon to preſide over 
it. From thence they were removed to 
Rue], where the increaſed the number of 
her adopted children to ſixty, and while 
| they remained there they were increaſed 
to an hundred; thus was Maintenon he 
cradle of Saint Cyr. 
Madame de Maintenon went often to 
Ruel, to obſerve what progreſs her chil- 
dren made in their education; ſhe took 
” pleaſure in teaching and catechiſing them 
| herſelf. Her ſucceſs induced her to bring 
nearer to her a ſchool, for which her 
affection increaſed every day. 
The King gave her Noiſy ; he laid out 


ten thouſand crowns to put it into repair, 


and prepare it for its new inhabitants. 


K 4 . 
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In this community the ranks were con- 
founded; ſome were daughters of the no- 


| bleſſe, others of tradeſmen and merchants, 


5 but all poor and friendleſs. Madame de 


Maintenon was deſirous that the peaſants 5 
on her lands ſhould partake of the benefits 
of this eſtabliſhment. She com poſed a body 
of their daughters, which ſhe called the 
daughters of charity, or the blue girls. 
They were placed in a lodge on the 
outfide of the caſtle, and inſtructed ſepa- 
rately, ſuitably to their birth and deſtina- 
tion. Madame de Maintenon viſited her 
principal ſeminary every day; ſhe em- 


ployed herſelf in the claſſes, ſhe viſited 


the ſick, ſhe frequently dined with them, 
and ate of the fame proviſions. 

The extreme fondueſs which Madame 
de Maintenon diſcovered for this Com- 


7 munity made the ladies of the Court defir- 


ous to ſee i it; all that went thicher admired 
| and _—_ 
| The 


The King's „ was excited * 
what he heard: he went to Noiſy, with 
all his courtiers : they admired and praiſed 
every thing they ſaw, with as much free- 
dom as if the King had not been preſent. 
—From that time the petitions from the 
_ officers and placemen were ſent to Madame 
de Maintenon; ſhe received their daugh- 
ters into her care, and the King ſettled &- 
fund for paying their a to Madame | 
de Brinon. 

The report of this eſtabliſhment ſpread 
over all the provinces. Madame de 
Maintenon was ſolicited on all ſides.— 
She was ſo moved with the poverty of 
the Nobleſſe, and the ſight of their chil- 
dren, which were preſented to her, that 
ne ſold her jewels, and every thing of 
value ſhe poſſeſſed, to ſupport them. She 
received as many as ſhe could poſſibly | 
maintain, and never refuſed any without - 


the greateſt pain to. herſelf, To ſnatch 
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from the dangets of the world young 
girls of beauty and * was her moſt 
favourite charity. 
The more good Madame de Maintenon Fe 
I did, the more the aſpired to do: her ex- 
alted mind expanded ſtill wider; the 
was penetrated with the diſtrefles of the 
Nobleſſe, and wiſhed to provide for their 
children. Her compaſſion made her break 
through a rule ſhe had preſcribed to her- 
| {elf of never demanding any thing of the 
King.—On this occaſion ſhe repreſented 
to him the poverty and diſtreſſes of the 
Nobleſſe. She told him, that as a Chriſ- 
tian, it was his duty to relieve the un- 
| fortunate, and as the King and father of 
his country, he was obliged to ſuccour 
thoſe families, of which the heads had 
| ſhed their blood in his ſervice, and thoſe 
men whoſe children were ardently deſir- 


dus of offering their ſervices to him, de- 
preſſed by poverty, and unable to provide 
| for 


Den r. 


for their families. She repreſented theſe 


things with ſo much energy, that the King 
was affected; he examined into the truth 
of them; he enquired into the ſituation 
of the Nobleſſe in the provinces, and was 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at the accounts 
of their poverty. | 2 
Madame de Maintenon was attentive to 
the workings of the King's mind; her 


ſuperior underſtanding made her take the 


advantage of thoſe times that were favour- 


able to her deſigns. She ſhewed him the 


advantages the ſtate would receive from 


the eſtabliſhment which ſhe had already = : 
begun, and wiſhed ic Extend, and bring 4 


to perfection; that a good edueation 
would perpetuate virtue and honour in 
families, and bind the Nobility to him 
by the ſtrongeſt ties of SF and * 
tude. 

The Kin was truck with her * 


ing; he took it into ſerious conſideration ;_ 
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he was even defirous of improving upon 
Madame's plan. He propoſed a founda- 


tion for five hundred young girls of family. 
The Marquis de Louvois was terrified at 


the expence, and Madame de Maintenon 
at the difficulty of educating ſo many. 


T hey reduced the number to two hundred 


and fifty girls, thirty-ſix ladies to be pro- 


feſſed, and twenty-four lay ſiſters. Ma- 
dame de Maintenon entered into the moſt 
minute particulars of the expence ; ſhe 


held a mean between the extreme of abun- 


dance and the extreme of frugality, and 


__rraced the plan of utility and eaſe, without 


ſuperfluities. After much conſultation, 


the plan was completed. Saint Cyr was 


Frxed upon as the place. The architects 
were choſen, and the building was begun. 
Upwards of two thouſand workmen were 


employed in it, and in eighteen months _ 


the building was completed ; within a year 
afterwards it was fully inhabited. 


The 


EDUCATION» 


205 
The regulations and ordinances of St. 
Cyr, were the admiration of all Europe. | 
The pope defired to have a * of 
them. 
The edict of erection 1 in the 1 
parliament, June 1686, does more ho- 
nour to the memory of Louis XIV, than : 
alt the reſt of his actions. The trophies 
of vain-glory, ſtatues, and inſcriptions, ” 
turn their memory into ridicule and bur- 
leſqne, but their good actions are immor- 
tal. The enemies of kings ſpeak of them - 
only as tyrants. Mr Paine has ſpoken « of 
Louis XIV, as a mere player, 35 acting 
the ſtage tricks and pageantry of royalty; 
but let us view him i in another light, edu- 
| cated in the lap of indolence and luxury, 
idoliſed by his people, flattered by his 
courtiers, render proud, vain-glorious 
and arbitrary. Then view him humbled 
by a ſucceſſion of misfortunes, convinced 


of his errors, penitent for his crimes, ar- 
dently 


mia or 


dently deſirous to make attonement for 


them, and at laſt becoming really the fa- 
ther of his people, the object of their re- 


ſpect and veneration. Once when Ma- 


dame de Maintenon was ſpeaking to him 
of the good effects of the education at St. 


Cyr, he anſwered, © O that I could give 


to God as many ſouls as my bad exam- |} 


ple has ſnatched from him! 

His laſt words to his ſucceſſor prove 
his fincere repentance, © I have been 
£* too fond of war ; ſhun my example, and 


1 8 endeavour to live in peace with your 


e neighbours. In all your actions have 
& in view the glory of God, and the good 
© of your people; love them, and they 


& will honour you. I am grieved for 


| the condition [ leave them 1 in. Endea- 


„ your to leſſen the taxes, and do what 


cc 


done.“ | 
This account of the origin and eſta- 
bliſhment 


© T have been ſo unhappy as not to have 


bl 


i 


r pliſhment of St. Cyr, is extracted from 
. The Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon ; 
. BE here 1 ſhall conclude this letter, remain- 
— ing always, Madam, 


| ay _ Your faithful ſervant, 
| ON | FRANCES DARNFORD. 
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LEITE R XIX. 
MRS. DARN FORD TO LADY . 


ILL you, my dear Lady, permit 
mee to add a little more to what 
4 have ſaid upon St. Cyr ?—The King 
gave a brevet to Madame de Maintenon, 
by which he inveſted her with all the 
rights, honours, and prerogatives of 
Foundreſs of St. Cyr. 
The Biſhop of Chartres declared 5 an 
; ordinance, that it was the King's will and 
pleaſ] ure, that Madame de Maintenon ſhould 
de perpetual Superior of this Community; 
which was called the Community of St. 
Louis.— The Ladies of St Louis ſent her 
a gold croſs, adorned with fleurs de ys, 
1 two verſes oſ Racine mares ; 


« Elle eſt notre guide fidelle, 
Notre felicite vient elle.“ 
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This truly royal inſtitution was, in its 


childhood, in danger of being overthrown 


by ſome unforeſeen accidents. Madame 
de Brinon „whom Madame de Maintenon 


appointed her ſubſtitute as Superior to the 


Community, diſappointed her hopes in 


the government of it. She was a woman 


of ſuperior abilities, and took a ſhare 
in "compoſing the regulations. When 
ſhe found herſelf at the head of the 


Community, honoured by the friendſhip 
of Madame de Maintenon, praiſed by the 


King, flattered by her dependants, ſhe 5 


became intoxicated by theſe honours, and 
her head was completely turned. She aſ- 


ſumed the ſtile and manners of a princeſs, 
and demanded the ſame honours as her pa- 
troneſs. She made herſelf ridiculous and 
contemptible, and it was found neceſſary 


to remove her. 


This event gave great concern to Ma- 


dame de Maintenon; however, nothing 
| could 
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could interfere with the good of the com- 6 
munity; ſhe ſettled a penſion on Madame 
de Brinon, and continued her favour and 
protection to the end of her life. 

The ſecond danger to the community, 
was the introduction of fanaticiſm, by the 


famous Madame de Guion. 


Fanaticiſm ſeized on the imaginations of 
the Ladies of St. Cyr; Madame Guion 
had dreams, viſions, and revelations; > ſhe 
preached, prayed, and prophefied ; ; ſhe 
was beautiful and eloquent ; her doQrines 
| infinuated themſelves into the hearts of 
her hearers ; moſt of them were inſpired 
alſo; even the F oundreſs was in feed: 
| ſeveral ladies of the firſt quality caught 
' this mania; but the moſt extraordinary | 
pupil of Madame Guion, was the great, 
the ſublime Fenelon ; whom ſhe called her 
Son in the Lord. — 
The Clergy, at length, took the a 
they examined the doctrines of Madame 
| Guion; 


1 » 8 
Be, of PS * 
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Guion ; they were divided in opinion; 


however, they agreed in perſecuting the 


Lady, and cenſuring her hearers. They 
obliged the Ladies of St. Cyr to give up 


all her writings. Madame de Maintenon 


gave up her books to the Biſhop of Char- 


tres, before the whole Community the 


reſt followed her example, but with ex- 
treme reluctance; it was a long while be- 


fore the effects were worn out at St. Cyr. 


The Biſhops. perſecuted Fenelon; they 
carried their complaints to Rome; the 
Pope and his Council differed in opinion 
concerning his maxims of the ſaints, —Inh- 


fallibility was perplexed ; it was at laſt 
obliged to condemn this book. Fenelon 


_ himſelf condemned it ; he read his recan- 5 
| tation in his own church. 5 All France was 


in confuſion, and it was a long time be- 


fore this ferment ſubſided, and peace in 


the church was reſtored. In the mean 
time St. 5 was fully eſtabliſhed, and its 
reputation 
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: reputation ſpread through all Europe, as 


the moſt perfect inſtitution of its kind. 
It was imitated by ſeveral other Princes. 
The Queen of Sweden, ſiſter of Charles 


XII. endeavoured to raiſe a community | 
ſomething like it; but Sweden was ſo ex. 


hauſted by the wars of the late King, and 


the ſenate laid ſo many reſtraints upon 
the reigning Prince, that the was obliged 


to give it up. 


The . l of Ruſſia has 
founded an eftabliſhment that in many re- 


| ſpects reſembles it. It is upon a larger 
ſcale; five hundred pupils are maintained 
in it. 


eſtabliſhment of St. Cyr,—“ There are 
** Convents enough already; I will found 
a Community, and not a Convent.” — 


This was evidently his intention, but after 
the ecclefiaſtics interfered, they did not 
let him reſt till they had carried all their 5 

Points ; ; 


Louis XIV. had ducking at the fiſt 


Sek... oO emo © -r EZ . 
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points; they perſuaded him, that it was 
neceſſary for its well doing, that it ſhould 


bea Convent; and at Jaſt the King con- 


fented to their importunities, and it be- 
came a Convent; > however, it ſtill main- 
tained its reputation as a ſeminary of ed u- 
cation. i ti : £1 
| I ſhould be glad to know what the new 


Conſtitution has done with reſpect to St. 


Cyr. The firſt reformers in England and 


Scotland were violent in their proceedings; 


they deſtroyed many good as well as bad 


eſtabliſhments. After things wereſettled, 


they returned to a better temper and a 
more tolerating ſpirit. I believe and hope 


it will be ſo in France. The National 
Aſſembly had many injuries to revreſs, 


many evils to ſubdue, many errors to re- | 
form. Whether or no they have gone too 


far, time and experience only can decide. 
1 have contended for a ſubordination of 


ranks and degrees of men, but the kind of 


Fur | | . 
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ſubordination I defend, is confiſtent with 
the moſt perfect —_ that mankind are 
capable of enjoying. 
IT here muſt be a form of government, 
there muſt be governors.—There muſt be 
laws, to which both the governing, and 
the governed, muſt ſubmit, and be re- 
ſtrained by them. Deſpotic Princes have : 


in the end deſtroyed the bafis upon which 


they ſtood; they have ſhewn to the people ; 
that they may be RO whenever they are 
unanimous. 

The Revolution + in France will be a 

| ſtanding leſſon to Princes and to People 
of all countries ; it is a warning to Kings, 
how they oppreſs and impoveriſh their 
people ; it warns them to reform. the er- 

rors and corruptions of their governments, | 


and to prevent the neceſſity of a ARG 
tion. 
I think there ought to be a fabotitiia- 

tion of rank preſerved - there has always 
OE been 


C( 


ir 
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been in the freeſt countries. Rome in 
her republican ſtate admitted theſe de- 
grees of ſubordination the Patricians, 
the Equites, the Plebeians: beſide theſe, 
there was a gradation in the public offices, 
that anſwered all the purpoſes of more 
minute diviſions and diſtinctions. The 
Nobility of France were the cauſe of her 
greateſt grievances and oppreſſions; they 
wanted to be limited and regulated, inſtead 
of that they are annihilated. Whether this be 
a wiſe meaſure, time muſt ſhow: however, 


this alſo may be a warning to other ſtates 
not to increaſe too far the number of the 
nobility, nor to extend their privileges. 
St. Cyr cannot be preſerved upon her 
former foundations; thoſe who have anni- 
 hilated nobility, will not educate their 
children ; but it will do honour to its 
founders, as long as it ſtands on the re- 
cords of hiſtory, and be a model for the 
imitation of Princes. | 
= e the power of bounding ſuch 
Com- 


216 PLANS or * 


Communities, lies coly i in thy great and 
the rich, yet people of all degrees may 
| Imitate them, according to their abilities, 
may contribute their ſhare to the public 
utility, and to the relief of individuals, 
and have an equal merit with thoſe Role 
Power is more extenſive. 

Madame di Soranzo wiſhes to found 
ſuch a Community as I have deſcribed, 
upon a lefler ſcale, and place me at the 
head of it. 
Mrs. Strictland 1 againſt it, and 
when ſhe has tired herſelf, laughs us out 
of it. The truth is, the is unwilling to 
part with us, and fears our Prtting this 
ſcheme into execution. 

In the mean time ſhe is ſcheming GG 

elf, and engages us in the ſucceſs of her 
| plan, in preference to ours. She intends 
to found a School of Induſtry, and to 
eſtabliſh a manufactory in her own village. 
 —She has engaged Mr. and Mrs. Elton, 


| EDVEATION: 247 


r. James Balderſon » Mr. Southgate, 
| . di Soranzo, and myſelf. Weare 
| to ſubſcribe a ſum yearly, till the under- 
taking can go alone, which, we hope, 
will be in a few years. She is Generoſity 
perſonified, as you already know ig the 
memoirs of the Marney family. 
My paper warns me to finiſh this * 
I am, dear Lady A 5 
Yours faithfully, 


Frances DARNFORD: 


— 
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MRS. DARNFORD ro LADY A—_— 


D 1 defies that 1 will "0G 
clude my plans, and my remarks 
upon them. Lord A- 
my opinions on the education of boys; 


deſires to know 


| particularly on the great queſtion yet unde- 


— neetn earns 


tion i 18 the beſt. 


ds wan toads 


I have completed the firſt part of my 


cided, whether a public oi or e educa- 


deſign; as to the ſecond, I dare not pre- 
ſume to decide the i important queſtion. 


60 Who ſhall decide when doctors diſagree, 
« And female caſuiſts _— like you and me?“ 
| Por. 


There have been ſo many that have 
written upon this ſubject, there is ſo much 
to be faid on both fides, that I cannot even 
Judge for myſelf, but remain in doubt. 
Perhaps a public education may be beſt. 


„ 8 | | 722 for 


as 
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for ſome diſpofitions—a private one for 


others. Some have ſaid, that a public 


education is moſt likely to produce emi- 


nent men — a Private, virtuous ones; even 
this will bear a diſpute, as the inſtanceg 
we ſee to the contrary, refutes all t this din 


of reaſoning, 


Mr. Cumberland i in his Obſerver, gives 
inſtances of both kinds of education, and 
decides in favour of a public education. 


That it enlarges the mind in ſome reſpects, 
I believe, but it may expand too much, 


and be as ready to receive impreſſions of 


vice, as of virtue ;—of the former i it ſees too 


much, and may grow ſo familiariſed to it, - 


as to think i it no crime. 
I knew two youths educated at St. Paul's 


School---the one was vicious to a degree 
that ruined his conſtitution, the other vir- 
tuous in an equal degree, and ardently ſo- | 


licitous to reclaim his friend; they both 
5 ſept in the ſame houſe with a friend of 


Lz | 9 mine. 
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1. "ind. The good lad was ſubje& to talk 
” to his ſleep, and frequently brought all 


the family to his chamber door, ſuppoſing 
that ſomething more than common had 


happened to him. His honeſt mind was 
ſo full of his concern for his friend, that 


he gave him in his ſleep, a lecture that 
would have done honour to a man twice 
his age. He quoted Juvenal, Horace, 


Virgil, and the reſt of the ancients. He 
quoted Shakeſpeare and Rowe; he recited 


ſeveral hundred verſes of various authors; 


he pauſed, hemmed, fetched his breath, 
and went on again, all the time in the 


moſt profound ſleep; but his good heart 

appeared in all that he ſaid. This inſtance 
of my own knowledge (for the good lad 
is at this hour living, and a good man in 


every ſenſe of the word), proves that va- 5 


riety of characters are formed by the ſame 


mode of eon; ; even among children 


porn 
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born of the ſame parents, and brought up 


under the ſame roof, this diverſity of cha- 
racters is to be found. What is the cauſe 


of this diverſity ? Is it organization? We 


are told that there are no innate ideas; but 


5 perhaps there may be innate propenſities, 
which will come to near ly the ſame thing. 


Perhaps the all- wiſe creator has willed, that 
the ſame variety ſhould be in the minds of 


his creatures, as is ſeen in their counte- 


nances; but you will ſay, all this is only 


conjecture; very true; and I am inclined 
to believe that all abſtruſe reaſoning is the 


ſame. Ir is for this reaſon that I wiſh to 


fimplity every ſubject, and to bring it as 


near as poſſible to the ſtandard of common wy 
ſenſe. Upon this ground only we can 


ſtand firmly, and here let us reſt our 


feet. To inſiſt upon implicit obedience 

during the ſtate of infancy, and the firſt 

ſtages of childhood; to inculeate early 1 
L 35 OÜ0—.:ivs oY 
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habits of doing right things, and avoiding 5 
wrong ones; to lay the firſt principles of 

piety, modeſty, ſobriety, frugality, in- 
duſtry, prudence, and an abhorrence of 
vices of every kind. In theſe there can 
be no miſtake, and upon this foundation 
you may build every accompliſhment, 
without injury to the principles. In the 
letters imputed to Pope Ganganelli (it is 
no matter whether they were written by 
him or another man), there is an excel - 
Tent one upon the ſubject of education; EA 
will only tranſcribe a few paſſages, and re- 
commend the whole to your peruſal. 

te There are many reaſons for advidia a domeſtic 
«© education, and there are ftill more which hinder me 
« from perſuading you to it. Domeſtic education is 
* commonly the beſt calculated to ſecure their morals; 
4 but it preſents ſuch a ſameneſs, it is ſo lukewarm, 


« and languid, that it diſcourages all emulation; be- 
% ſides this, as they are watched too narrowly, they 


are more likely to become TIN than good _ 


„ pupils, 

e Nevertheleſs, if you can find a preceptor gentle, 
« patient, ſociable, and learned, who can unite conde- 
40 ſcenſion with ſteadineſs, wiſdom with gaiety, temper. 
| C t ance 
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« ance with amiableneſs, 1 ſhould defire you to make 
te the trial; being perſuaded that you will do nothing 
but in concert with him, and that you will not ſeek 
1 to controul him, There are too many fathers who 
look upon a preceptor as a mercenary, and illibe- 
&« rally think they are his maſters, becauſe he receives 


% a falary from them. 


* Truſt your ſons only to a man upon whom you can 
ec depend as upon yourſelf; but after you have found 


“ ſuch a man, do not heſitate to leave them entirely to 
c his diſpoſal. Nothing diſguſts a governor ſo much 
_« as diſtruſt, and a diffidence of his capacity. Take 
te care what ſervants you admit about your children, 
« for it is generally through them that youth are 
t corrupted.” | 


 GANGANELLI'S LeTTERs, Vol. II. 


The author of theſe letters ſeems doubt- 


ful which method to prefer, but upon the 
whole, ſeems to recommend a preceptor. 
1 ſhall here conclude what I intended to 


ſay upon the ſubject, unleſs you ſhould 
_ aſk my opinion upon any particular point 


relative to the education of individuals. 


I am now preparing for my journey to 
London, where I ſhall hope to converſe 


with you face to face, and to pay my ac- 
a La: 
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knowledgements for your favours con- 
ferred upon, Madam, | 
| __ Your moſt obliged friend, 
and faithful ſervant, 
Frances DARNFORD. 


= - Tarts 
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MꝑS. pakNTORD ro MRS. STRICTLAND: - 
Lendon, Feb. 20+ 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


firſt letter gave you an account 


of our ſafe arrival in London, and 


of. our hoſpitable reception from Mrs. 


Langſton ; my preſent will tell you things 


of more conſequence.— Mr. Maurice ar- 
rived here fifteen days before us; he called 
every day, but we did not admit him till, 
two days after our arrival. He ſeemec 
impatient to ſee us; he bowed to me, and 
then fixed his eyes upon Charlotte; he 
embraced her fervently the dear girl was 
offended. at the liberty; ſhe bluſhed, and 
: retired backwards. He then ſaluted me 

he was filent for ſome minutes, looking 


upon Charlotte and me alternately ; his 
eyes run over, his breaſt heaved, and it was _ 
ſome minutes before he could ſpeak. At 3 

„ on length 
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length he (poke—** What can I is ; what 


ve can * E to ſhew my CET to you, 


* 


cc Ae 1 hope ſhe is ſenſible of 
< her obligations to you?” © She is, Sir: 


ec f my nde angel ! Fm « Compoſe your- . 


ce ſelf, Sir; I ſee your heart without any diſ- 
64 puiſe; it is ſenſible and grateful ; thank 
God that I have been enabled to ſerve 
ce vou in the perſons moſt dear to you!“ 


* Oh, Madam, ſuffer me to ſpeak the 


* fulneſs of my heart !—you have cured 


1 it of all its anguiſh, and reſtored me 
2 to peace and tranquillity.ä— My ſweet 


te child! —how ſhe is grown, how much 


es but will you give me leave to tell her 
ce of thoſe ſhe owes to you 2?P—* As you 
. pleaſe, Madam; - I will do whatever you 


„ think proper.” Charlotte, my dear, 


Enkel to that gentleman, and aſk his 


bleſſing; he is your father, and you are 
1 N at his h She bu rſt into 


1 


tears; 
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tears ; ſhe kneeled to him, and kifſed bis 


hand.— He embraced, , and wept over her. 
Oh that thy mother was living, to ſee 
© this day !—But ſhe is a ſaint in heaven 
and I wrong her to wiſh her in this bad 


„ yorld,—This lady has well ſupplied: her 


& place to you, and done more for you 


te than ſhe could have done; you can 


* never be too grateful to her. 


Charlotte acknowled her obligations to 
me in a very pretty and engaging manner: 


adding“ I hope, Sir, you will not take 


me away from Mrs. Darnford? ko 


Not as long as ſhe is willing to take the 


| « charge of yon,” he ſaid. I made them 


both eaſy on this head ; he grew com- 
: poſed, and we talked of other ſubjects. 
I took occaſion to ſend Charlotte to fit 


with Mrs. Langſton, and then we entered 3 


upon the ſituation of Madame di Soranzo. 
He was unbounded in his acknowledge- | 
ments to me upon her- account, and de - 
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fred to know wha farther ſhe required of 


7 him. I told him, that ſhe was deſirous to 


ſell her eſtate at D-——;, and that ſhe 

and I had engaged to live together, and 
to hire a houſe in a diſtant village, near a 
very dear friend of mine; that we re- 
queſted him to ſign an inſtrument, by 
which he gave up all claim upon the 
property of Madame di Soranzo, and ac- 
| knowledged that he was not her huſband. 
He was willing to do the firſt, but very 
reluctant to do the laſt, as he thought = 
would expoſe his conduct towards her. I 


3 * told him, this inſtrument ſhould not be 


ſhown to any one but the perſon who ſhould 
purchaſe Madame di Soranzo's eſtate ; 
and I would undertake that it ſhould not 


be explained to his diſadvantage, but only, 


E he was the perſon who took care of her 
4 ls. while ſhe was incapable of attend- 5 


ing to them, that reports had gone forth, 
that they were married, which he had not 
contra- 
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contradicted at that time, nor till it be- 
came neceſſary, to enable her to diſpoſe of 


her eſtate. We argued this point for 
ſome time, but at laſt he gave it up hand- 


ſomely, ſaying, he could not deny me any 


thing. Charlotte came down to drink tea 


with us, and our viſitor went away ſoon 
after, well ſatisfied with us both. 


The man is ſenſible, and has a feeling 


heart; and however aukwardly he has been 
ſituated, is not a bad man. I am deſirous 
to think the beſt of him for Charlotte's 


ſake, to whom he is an affectionate father, 


* 


and deſerves her duty and affection. 


I have received a letter from Lady 


—_ 


next week, ſomewhat the ſooner on * 


account. 
It will be painful to me to ſee 1 


A, but for his Lady's ſake I will ſee 
him; but I will not be too much acquainted 


with him, His confeflion to his Lady was 
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an ungenerous one; he told the truth, but 

not all the truth. She knows not the worlt 
part of his conduct towards me, and I hope 
ſhe never will; from me ſhe ſhall not. It 
| has been ſaid, The man who marries, 
gives hoſtages to the public for his good 
behaviour : upon that, and my Lady's 
friendſhip for me, I ſhall rely. I ſhall 
neither ſeek nor avoid his company ; and 
if his behaviour is not to my — 1 mall 5 
| ſhorten my ſtay in town. | 
Mrs. Langfton is in ill health, "TY H 
f think, in no preſent danger. She has 
urged me warmly to make her houſe my 1 
home; but I have told her my engage 
ment to Madame di Soranzo. She is un- 
willing to be convinced of the neceſſity 
of my compliance with it; but you know, 
that when I think I am doing right, I can 

be firm and ſteady : I am ſo in the preſent 

Te! 

I want to perſuade Mrs. Lan gſton to 
4d . take 
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| take ſome unfortunate gentlewoman to be 1 
ber companion and houſekeeper. If I can 
meet with ſuch an one, I ſhall urge it to 
her: but entre nous, was I diſengaged, I 
would not be the perſon myſelf. She has 
neither the mind nor the temper 1 ſhould 
require, in the perſon in whoſe hands 
I muſt truſt my own peace and comfort. 
I will call on my ſiſter in the city, and 
try whether ſhe will acknowledge me, 
and ſpeak to me kindly ; my heart yearns 
towards her. Why muſt I be the leaſt be- 
loved by all thoſe who are neareſt, and 
ſhould be deareſt to me ?—But huſhed be 
this complaint, and all repining thoughts; 
have I not found friends where-ever I have 
ſet my foot Among all of them, not one 
is ſo dear to my heart, as her to whom 
my pen now ſpeaks, and tells her 1 2 


truly hers, 5 1 1 e 
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LETTER XXII. 


MRS. DARNFORD TO MRS. STRICTLAND.. | 


|: Londen, Feb. 28. c 
APTAIN MAURICE has called 


here almoſt every day ſince my laſt. 


He conrverſes with eaſe and freedom; 3 and 


though not a man of poliſhed manners, 


he has a general kind of knowledge, and 
is by no means diſagreeable. He has 


ſigned the inſtrument which I prepared for 


him, truſting in me, that I would make 


no ill uſe of it; he did 1 itina very hand- 
ſome manner. 


He has ſince done a generous action; : 
for the firſt was only an act of juſtice.— 

He has added to Charlotte s fortune, in 
pPreſents; it is now full three thouſand 
pounds. He makes me her guardian; 


and ſhe i Is t to receive her fortune when ſhe 
| comes 
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comes of age; or if ſhe marries ſooner, 


with my conſent, (upon which, he ſays, 


his depends) upon the en of her mar⸗ 


| riage. 


After this was accepted, he took ano- 
ther paper out of his pocket, and bow- 
ing very low, offered it to me. I deſired 


to know the contents, otherwiſe I could 
not accept it. He bluſhed—hefitated— 


and looked as if ſoliciting a favour, rather 


than confering one. This is the crite- 
rion of true generoſity ; it 18 not confined 
to pecuniary matters; it is modeſt, diffi- 
dent, humble in ſhort—it is greatneſs 


of ſoul! Monſieur St. Evremond ſays, that 
moſt of thoſe people who complain of in- 


gratitude, ought rather to be complained 


of, —They know not how to confer fa- 


vours; they humble the receiver to duſt, 
and then complain of ingratitude.— If 


people knew how to confer them, there 
would be few perſons ungratefal. Mau- 
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rice declined opening the paper; I re. 
turned it to him. He then ſpoke with 
ſome confuſion, as follows: 
„My obligations to you, Madam, are 
* ſuch as I can never repay. Firſt, you 
% have reſtored my mind to peace with 
© itſelf, by recovering Donna Iſabella to 
& health of mind and body ; and ſecond- 
& ly, you have been a mother to my 
te child, and you will continue your 
cares for her, till ſhe is of an age to act 
„ for . herſelf. —I humbly beg your ac- 
c ceptance of my beſt acknowledgements, 
e and of an act and deed which proves 
* my gratitude for your great and real 
lag ſervices to me and mine. This paper 
© jg an act of ſettlement of my farm at 
40 D—, upon my Charlotte, irrevo- 
te cably ; and the income of it to you, 
* Madam, during your life.” 

I was aſtoniſhed and confounded.—T 
declined accepting it. He kneeled to me, 
: To — and 


* 
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and with tears in his eyes 1 me, 
for his own peace and happineſs, to accept 
his honeſt and ſincere gratitude.— I was 


diſtreſſed ; he was reſolute ; and he gained 


the victory. 


Charlotte ran into my arms, and thanked 


me for obliging her father; in ſhort, we 
we were all ſo much affected, that we did 
not ſoon recover it; as ſoon as Mr. Mau- 


* 


rice was compoſed, he left us. 


The next day he called again; he look- 


ed more chearful than 1 ever ſaw him. 


% Madam,” ald he, © TI flept well laſt 


© night, and am happier than I have been 


for many years palt; I thank God, and 


«© ] thank you!“ J rejoice to hear 


c“ you ſay ſo, Sir; may the remainder of 


your days be eaſy and happy!“ 


“ Thank you again and again, Madam ; 3 
and may you be rewarded for all your x 
< goodneſs !” 8 
After ſome further converſation, he de · 
ſired 
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fired to ſpeak with me ths — When 
Charlotte left us, he ſeemed in confuſion ; 
after ſome pauſe, he faid, © I muſt aſk. 


you a queſtion, Madam, chat will de- 
cide the fate of my future days?“ — 

Proceed, Sir.” After another pauſe 
Do you think that Donna Tſabella is 
convinced of my penitence, and that 
ſhe forgives my i conduct? “ She 
does, 1 am certain. Do you think 


& that I might form any hope, that ſhe 


would ever accept of me for abuſband ?”? 
— No, Sir; you have no reaſon to hope 
that ſhe will ever. She is wedded to 
the memory of her huſband ; and was 
ſhe in her own country, ſhe would re- 
tire into a religious houſe for the reſt 
of her life. My ſervices have given 
me ſome influence with her, and ſhe is 
ſo much attached to me, that ſhe and 


I have promiſed to live always toge- 
ther.” 


« And 
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cc And have both of you reſolved _ ; 


never to marry again 94 We have, 
“ Sir; and I believe our reſolutions can- 
«not be kenn. 

He ſighed, and pauſed for ſome mi- 
nutes; after which, —“ Madam, I will 
* open my heart to you. I have been a 
wanderer all my life; I wiſh to be a 
ſettled man, and to have ſomebody 
to love me, and take care of me all 


c 
6 ; * 
oy 
e latter days of my life.“ — A very 
0 rational with, Sir, and a very reaſonable 
one. T here is a lady in Rotter- 
dam, the widow of a ſhip-maſter, a 
perſon in my own line of life. I have 
been wiſhed to offer myſelf to her, and 
wy told that ſhe would not refuſe me. I. 
cc 


£6 
cc 
(c : 


Is 


determined to ſee what England would 
« go for me firſt ; but if thoſe I ſhauld 
© like beſt, refuſe me, 1 don't ſee that T 
_ *© ought to condemn myſelf to a life of 
115 lolitude.” F 


oh: Very 


of 
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very true, Sir; you are very much 
&* in the right. I would adviſe you by 
5 all means to addreſs the Dutch lady, 
* and I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs.” — 
She has a very gocd fortune, Madam ; 
c ſhe is about forty years of age, and a 
“very comely woman.“ So much the 
e better, Sir; : wiſh you all manner of 
* happineſs.” HE 
This was — chief part of our conver- 
ſation. I know that you will be enter- 
tained by it; but I will not ſuffer you to 
laugh at our honeſt, . 3 | 
Maurice. 
As Charlotte Brady will have * hand- 
ſome a fortune, I will give her ſome of 
the ornamental accompliſhments, She has 
already an eminent dancing maſter to at- 
tend her; and ſhe ſhall learn muſic and 
drawing, beſide ; I will ſhow her all that 
is worth ſeeing in town, and carry her 
once or twice to o each of the public places; 
7 teaching 


EDUCATION. „ 


teaching "oy at the ſame time, to PPT | 
guiſh between the tinſel ornaments, and 8 


things of intrinſic value. 
Lady A- 
deſires to ſee me as ſoon as poſſible; I will 


give you an account of my viſit. 
Accept and diſtribute my regards among 


all my friends at Woodlands. J write to 
Madame di Soranzo under the ſame cover. 


For this time I bid you adieu! 


F. Danwronp, 


. 


— is juſt come to town, ſhe 
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"LETTER XXIII. 
uns. DARNFORD, TO MRS. STRICTLAND. 
Fenda a March, 2 
7 HAVE ſeen Lady A , my * 
1 friend, and I have ſeen Lord A—— 
_ alſo; but I know you expect particulars. 
I called at their houſe yeſterday morn- 
ing, London ſtile, but we ſhould have 
called it afternoon, at Woodlands. Lady 
received me with that graciouſneſs 
and affability that are natural to her. She 
did me the honour to embrace me. We 
chatted upon the ſubjects of our late cor- 
reſpondence, and the time flew away un- 
| perceived. | She urged me to ſtay to dine 
with her ; I would have declined it, but 
ſtill ſhe inſiſted. My Lord dines abroad 
&© to day,” ſaid ſhe, © and it would be 
& crvel of you to leave me alone.“ 
That conſideration had its weight with me, 
| and l complied. 


She 
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ä She ſpoke of reconciling me to her lord. 1 

I expected, and I was prepared for Its; ; 15 
guarded all I ſaid with the greateſt care; | 
but kept off as much as poſſible. She 

preſented ber daughters to me, and their 

: governeſs; a ſenſible, well behaved young | 

woman. —The young ladic s, well bred. 

and promiſing, in all reſpects. Lady Am 

told me ſhe would ſpare the governeſs to 


you, as ſoon as I could provide her with 


another. 


Lady 1 is big with child, as I ſup⸗ 
poſed from a ſentence in one of her let- 
ters ; this will increaſe my lord's obliga- 
tions to her, and be a HPPA cement to 


; their UNION, 


My lady would. not part with me ſhon-; N 


at about eleven my Lord A — came in. 


He was embaraſſed at the fight of me, 


and I ſaw that he exerted himſelf to over- 


come it. He behaved with the utmoſt. 
reſpect to me, and with tender attention 


M 1 


— 


A 
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to bis lady. I told them I muſt. return, 
for that Mrs. Langford was an invalid, 


and T could not keep her fervants up.— 


My lady ordered the coach; my lord of- 


fered to attend me home; but that I could 


not ſuffer for many reaſons. He would 


put me into the coach, and! in doing that, 


he thanked me for my prudence and ge- 


nerofity i in not expoſing him to his lady. 


I repent of my paſt conduct, Madam, and 
will deſerve your friendſhip in future; 
whether I am ſo happy as to obtain it or 

ot. I did not get home till W twelve 


0 9 9 


1 ue called on my filter i in the city; * 


ſhe ſeemed aſtoniſhed to ſee me. She 


looked me over. I was dreſſed genteely, | 
and looked like a perſon eaſy, and freed 


from cares of every kind,—She aſked me 


| whether I was married again? J anſwered, 
No; and I believed I never ſhould ; 
but 1 avoided making reſolutions. — 


by Who 5 
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„ Who do you live with, then — 1 am 
at preſent on a viſit to Mrs. Langſton, 
in Clarges-ſtreet, Piccadilly; but I have 
taken a houſe in the village where Mrs. 
Strictland lives, formerly Miſs Selwyn ; 
and I hope in a ſhort time to be ſettled 
there.“ What then is become of the 


mad woman with whom you lived?“ 


„That lady is reſtored to health and tran- 
quillity ; ſhe and I have engaged to live 
5 together during our lives.“ I am glad 


"i 


to hear that you are in eaſy circumſtances! 


— Perfectly ſo; 1 am as rich as I ever 


defire to be, and as happy as I wiſh to be; 


I could not be in London, without calling 
upon my ſiſter, and enquiring atter the 
health of herſelf and family.” — She 


changed her tone; became civil and con- 


verſible ; but never aſked me to ſpend a 


: day with her while I ſtaid in town. I have 


- done my duty, and am quite eaſy about 
her. 


I am 
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I 'am reſolved to ſettle a thouſand 
1 pounds upon Patty Martin „ and then I 


ſhall have diſcharged my: a camped 
her. Te . 
2 | When all my buſineſs. 1s date; I wall 
= return to you with a heart at eaſe, and as 
|  blythezsa lark. 
i I Wil never be without a | purſuit ; ; bu- 
. fineſs employs the mind, and keeps life 
from ſtagnating. 
Adieu, my dear friend. 


Jam always yours, faithfully, 


FRANCES DARNFORD. ,| 


